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INTRODUCTION. 



Thk experience of a recent excursion on the London £ind 
Birmingham Railway, originally suggested the idea of collecting 
the information contained in the following pages. It was a fine 
day in Autumn, and in the few hours between the arrival of the 
first and the departure of the last train, the writers sought to 
make themselves acquainted with the scenery and history of 
Tring. Notwithstanding it m^ be thought these could be 
compressed within j^arrow limits, that time was consumed in 
seeking for prehminary information, which might have been 
advantageously as weU as agreeably employed in using it. The 
moment came when they were obliged to enter the Railway 
auxilium^ or lose the last conveyance, and they found them- 
selves tantalized with a knowledge that they had been occupied 
in gazing on what least deserved attention, while objects of 
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superior interest had escaped them.. But the error they 

deplored was not to be repaired. Relentless as old Time him- 
self, the driver takes his seat — ^the auxilium starts and the 
tourists return ungratified. 

To speak more seriously — the rapid communication, now 
effected by railways between places remote from each other, is 
working a mighty change in the relations of different parts of 
the Empire. The man of pleasure may find it an amusement to 
study these, but nevertheless a literary Railroad, to assist him 
in the task, will prove not less important than the iron one 'by 
which he passes over the ground. To supply such a desideratum ; 
to satisfy curiosity, and to spare the toil and irksomeness of 
hurried and wearying enquiries, is the object of this volume. 

It has been truly remarked by an author whose attention was 
early awakened to the consequences of the application of stea^i 
to common road traveUing, 'that the '* stations," as they are 
called, will always be fixed in the vicinity of some town of 
importance, many of which, thousands of the inhabitants of 
London have not had an opportunity of visiting, whilst, so far 
as the pleasure-taking portion of our population is concerned, 
one delightful and instructive consequence of the change, will 
be to make the PubUc acquainted with the beauties of their own 
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country — especially of its rural sections. These will now 
become objects of rational attraction. Individuals who seeking 
them^ seek at the same time pleasure, information and health 
will feel that ^ood service ■ may be rendered by descriptions, 
narratives and facts, which enable them to decide for them- 
selves, at whatever place they may be, how their time can be 
most agreeably spent. 

Before entering upon our task, it may not be amiss to draw 
attention to the general features of the country intersected by 
this portion of the Birmingham line. We find in it three rivers, 
the Colne, the Gade, and the Bulboume, all tributaries of the 
Thames, and although the eminences which enclose these 
streams are not of great elevation, nor the vales through which 
they glide sufficiently depressed to afford a decided character 
of picturesque and romantic beauty, yet there is enough of fine 
scenery to please and to gratify. Independently of the mere 
scenery, the vicinity of the capital, and the salubrity of the air — 
(attractions not generally neglected by the noble and the 
wealthy) contributed in former days to make this district a 
favourite resort — thus accounting for the growth of towns — 
multiplying estates in a manner unknown in the distant counties, 
and studding the country with the Castle, the Monastery, the 
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Manor-house or the Villa, in accordance with the wants and 
fashions of the times which called each into existence. 

If we could go back five or six centuries, we should view this 
country in a comparatively primitive conditioti. In later days 
the streams were made subservient to the purposes of manu- 
facture ; the water obeyed the will of man, and became a 
labourer. Then, as distant places grew into importance, and 
commerce with its spreading arms created new wants throughout 
the world, the Canal appeared and brought with it fresh sources 
of occupation and wealth; increased the population of the towns 
and communicated the life of trade to the hitherto quiet 
valleys.— Lastly the Railroad has started into existence — and 
now spreads its giant length along these sequestered scenes, to 
the astonishment of the native population, and the joy of the 
inn-keepers in the immediate vicinity of the line. 

In leaving the Railroad itself to be described by others, we 
would remark that the particular point on which an individual 
may wish to finish his journey is now merely a matter of taste. 
The effort required to reach a place distant a hundred miles, is 
little more than that which is required to reach one but a third 
of the distance. For instance^ — " Shall we go to Berkhamsted 



INTRODUCTION. vii 

or Kenilworth ? " The fonner will cost us one hour and a half 
in journeying ; the latter something less than four hours ; 
fatigue being out of the question in either case, while the interval 
between the " out and home " trips affords sufficient leisure to 
inspect, in a single day, whatever is curious in the locality. Be it 
remembered that there is no walking the hills — ^no " pulling up " 
to take a lunch, or a glass of ale, nor going slow to give the 
horses their wind. This system is likely to be annihilated. We 
remember an old gentleman, introduced to the Public by the 
late Charles Mathews, who used to complain of the innovations 
of Ms day — " the taking away all our enjoyments " — and 
amongst the rei^, the " removal of the stocks at Pulham ! *' 
However much we may cling to old fashions and old customs 
(and the feeling it cannot be denied, is a very natural one), 
we have no doubt that this opening of a new era to " loco- 
motive '* minds, will be hailed with satisfaction by the great body 
of the enlightened British people, and it is not too much to hope 
that a pocket compass, like that now submitted, will be found 
desirable as a matter of entertainment, and valuable for its 
utility. 

A very celebrated novelist has spoken with some disrespect 
of those persons, who, in pursuit of knowledge or improvement, 
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should consume their time in reading the volumes which cer- 
tain droll authors had facetiously called "The History of 
England." He no doubt had in his mind the series of foohsh 
battles and absurd speeches, which it has been customary to 
intrude on the public under that title. Any thing like this 
history was not in his contemplation. The forgotten scenes 
now re-opened, and their associations, furnish novel matter to 
the readers of the present day. They fiimish a " new history/' 
and though in tracing matters which had been lost sight of, 
not always unknown, we cannot, in every instance, steer clear 
of the subjects of older writers ; care will be taken that such 
details only shall be admitted, as are fit to be read and worthy 
to be remembered. 

In conclusion — ^we have only to add for the information of 
those who may be led to take an interest in the liistory of the 
remainder of the vicinity of this line of Railway (to be published 
hereafter), that the whole distance from Birmingham to London 
being one hundred and twelve miles, and the present sketches 
extending only fifty 'Six miles, our labours ai'e but half done. It 
will be an indulgence conceded to ^us if the reader apphes 
this fact to the quantity and not to the quality of the present 
publication. 
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An anecdote is related of "the Merry Monarch" Charles 
the Second, that a clerical dispute having taken place in his 
presence concerning the visible church upon earth, he face- 
tiously observed, that the ofdy visible church then present to his 
** mind's eye,'* was the Church of Harrow on the Hill, This 
royal jeu de mot sufficiently explains that Harrow stands on 
high ground. It is in fact on the highest in the County of 
Middlesex — neither a small nor an unimportant section of the 
empire. , The town " on the hill " now forms the most con- 
spicuous object in travelling towards its vicinity, and to the 
first station on the London and Birmingham Railroad. 

It is a curious and pleasing exercise to trace the modem 
names of towns and places to their ancient origin — to mark 
either the legitimate or the arbitrary steps by which one has 
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been substituted for another; and the wider the points of 
similarity between the mere spelling or pronounciation of the 
ancient and modem, the more pleasing does this study become. 
Who would dream in the present day of asking to be directed 
to " Herga super Mont em " — " Harene alte Hulle ** or ** Herges,' ' 
— ^yet by all these names is Harrow known to history, and 
mentioned in ancient records. Commencing with the last, 
et5anologists trace in it the Scmon name of the place 
— "Herges/* itself being a corruption of the Saxon word 
* ' Herige" signifying a church. The two other ancient designa- 
tions are UteraUy translated by its present name " Harrow on 
the Hill, " and we have only to add, that there are writers who 
give the word " ^erpre* " a signification meaning an army — 
or an encampment, derivations so different from each other 
that we can only hope to reconcile them by reference to the 
** Church Militant. " The nearest approximation to its present 
name, occurs in the records of the Eirchbishops of Canterbury 
where the town is called " Harowbs. *' 

The Railroad having opened a new and easy means of com- 
munication with Harrow, bringing it within half an hour, 
instead of two hours, distance from the metropolis, we deem 
the place worthy of a chapter in these sketches, as one " which 
will be sought out and thronged with visitors in the Summer 
season. " 

The manor of Harrow belonged to the Church of Canterbury 
from the Saxon times, but being wrested from that church by 
Kenulf, King of Mercia, it was recovered by Afchbishop 
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Wilfrid in the year 822, since which it remained in that see, 
until Henry VIII. exchanged it with Archbishop Cranmer 
for lands of eqnal value. It afterwards came into the family 
of Rushout, and the Manor-house is still possessed by the family 
of Sir John Rushout, who has however relinquished this 
residence for his seat at Northwich Park, Worcestershire. 
Another manor in the parish is called Headstoncy and a third 
Wembley, possessed by the family of Page since the year 1544, 
probably the only instance in Middlesex of a family being 
resident proprietors of a manor for nearly three centuries ! 

The "hill" is remarkable for its insulated and abrupt cha- 
racter. It suddenly emerges on all sides from the valley, 
and affords a variety of beautiful prospects. The view towards 
the East is terminated by the Metropolis and Hampstead — 
to the South by the Surrey Hills. It is least extensive towards 
the North, being intercepted by the high ground about Stan- 
more and Harrow- weald. On this side, the village of Stanmore 
and Bentley Priory, the seat of the Marquis of Abercom, are 
the most conspicuous objects. The view towards the West 
and South- West, which is very extensive, may be seen to 
greatest advantage from the church-yard. The more distant 
prospect, embraces Windsor Castle and a considerable tract of 
the Counties of Berks and Bucks. On the brow of the hill 
descending to Sudbury Common, is a small villa with a garden 
and shrubbery which commands nearly the same prospect, 
and on the summit of Sudbury Hill is a villa called the 
Hermitage, in which we may venture to guess no Hermit lives in 
the present day. The manor-house and grounds called 
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' ' Harrow Park" are situated on the old London end of the town. 
The building is in the style of James the First's time, and is 
at present occupied by one of the employes of the Grammar 
School. In the year 1170, Thomas-a-Becket, Archbishop 
of Canterbury, spent several days at his manor-house of Harrow, 
when he was about to visit the heir apparent, Henry 
Flantagenet, son of Henry H ., then at Woodstock. It is told of 
bin), however, that he received a command from the king to desist 
from his journey and repair immediately to Canterbury — an 
order that, probably, emboldened two of his own clergy to 
treat him with great disrespect, for " they maimed the horse 
that carried his provisions. " It is but fair towards Becket 
to give the names of these " militant " priests, Rigellus de 
Sackville and Robert de Broc, who were both, for this offence, 
publicly excommunicated at Canterbury on the Christmas day 
following. Becket did not long survive these events, for after 
having by the " mediacion of Alexander, Bishop of Rome and 
Lewys, the Frenche Kynge beene restored to his Bishoprike he was 
not long after, by Certaine gentilmen, slain, " * 

The Church is distinguished by a lofty and graceful spire 
covered with lead. The building dates from the time of 
the Norman Conquest, having been founded by Archbishop 
Lanfranc. The greater part of the ancient fabric still remains 
and forms a pleasing object for the antiquarian. The remain- 
der was built about the fourteenth century. In the interior, 
the circular columns which divide the nave from the aisles, 

% * Lanquette*s Chronicle. 
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are Saxon, as is also a part of the tower at the West end, 
where there is a Saxon arch remarkable in form. The roof is 
of the erer-enduring oak with carved ornaments, the brackets 
being supported by figures of the Apostles, precisely in the 
same style as the churches belonging to this diocese mentioned 
hereafter. The floor of the nave is rich in ancient monuments, 
with inscriptions and effigies in brass, for the most part in a 
state of mutilation, but still telling a tale of by-gone days and 
indicating the fashion, or monumental taste, of the four- 
teenth and fifteenth Centuries. On one of them we read : 
'* pat tt0t$ lofen 90H^teii JBitcm of Ipsawto to<|o DicD in 1418«" 

Hie effigy is under a rich Gothic Canopy in his priest's habili- 
ments. 

On Another. " CDiaiam Oaig^tmsn lEUctoc Inf^o nitH 1519.*' 

In the chancel is a tomb to the memory of John Flambaro, 
who died in the reign of £dward III. (between 1327 and 1377 ). 
The inscription is as follows : 

" 3lon meii*o marmore nitmHittf otoine JFiam fEnm & {at ISatiie quo^ue 
ber1»e 0tlsi0 1 funne tic titaitar/' 

John Lton, died in the year 1592, and was buried in the 
nave. The Gbrards, two of the original governors of the 
school, have mural monuments of the dates 1584 and 1609. 

The church-yard is interesting, if it were only for the mul- 
titude of inscriptions, chiefly painted on wood, which it contains. 
There is a cause for every eflect, and we imagine this eflect to 
be produced alone by the extent of the parish of Harrow, 
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although there may be something in the desire amongst re* 
latives, that those who have parted from them should lay 
" high and dry. " We do not express this sentiment irreve- 
rently. Every one who has lost dear friends Imows ,how 
strong is the wish for depositing them in a "comfortable 
grave." 

The lion of Harrow is, however, the Free Grammar School, 
founded by John Lton a farmer of the Parish, who had shewn 
a taste for " teaching the yoimg idea how to shoot," long 
before he made the magnificent bequest which has immortal- 
ized his name. The date of the foundation is 1571. The 
estates given for its support have greatly increased in value 
of late years, and we find, that in 1809 some Parishioners of 
Harrow, imagining they did not receive a due share of the 
benefits of the School, made an application to the Court of 
Chancery, which in 1810, was heard in the Rolls Court, 
when judgment was pronounced in favour of the Seminary, 
as at present constituted. 

Amongst the phalanx of noble individuals who have received 
their education at this School, the most conspicuous, but more 
on accoimt of his talents than his virtues, stands the name of 
Btron. He appears nevertheless in those days to have been 
a tolerably "good boy. " Moore says, "notwithstanding his 
general habits of play and idleness, which might seem to in- 
dicate a total absence of reflection and feeling, there were 
moments when the youthful poet would retire thoughtfully 
within himself, (uid give way to moods of musing, uncongenial 
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with the nsaal cheerfulness of his age. A grave is shewn in 
the church-yard, which was so well known to be his favourite 
resting place, that the boys called it ' Byron's Tomb, ' and 
here, they say, he used to sit for hours wrapped in thought, 
brooding over the first stirrings of passion and genius in his 
soul, and occasionally perhaps, indulging in those bright fore- 
thoughts of fame, under the influence of which, when no more 
than fifteen years of age, he wrote these remarkable lines : — 

" My epitaph shall be my name alone ; 
If that with honor fail to crown my day. 
Oh, may no other fame my deeds repay ; 
That, only that, shall single out the spot, 
By that remembered, or with that forgot/' 

On the eastern side of the church-yard there is an inscription 
on wood to the memory of one " Isaac Greentree,** upon which, 
as the on dit goes, Byron wrote in pencil two lines of punning 
poetay. We are quite willing that he should have the credit 
of the authorship, — ^the sentiment contained in them, being in 
favour of the writer, whatever his name. The spot in question 
is overahadowed with limes ;— 

** There is a time when these green trees shall fall. 
And Isaac Greentree rise above them all.'' 

The original school-room, preserved with one exception, as 
erected in the time of the founder, is lined with oak pannds. 
Tlie desks, forms, doors and floor, are of the same material, 
apparently of the same date. The whole is so covered with 
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cuts and carvings of names, &c. that scarcely a spot remains 
free from an inscription. It would require a catalogue nearly 
equal to the list of the constituency of one of the MetropoUtan 
Boroughs, to give the mere initials. We have selected one 
name, that of Byron, and present it to our readers* in the form 
of Kfac simile in size and shape. We should say it was cha- 
racteristic of the bold, deviating turn of the individual, who it 
is undoubted, carved it with Ms own hand. There are none of 
the usual rules of forming letters attended to in the " y " or 
the " r. " Sir Robert Peel on the contrary, has " done " his 
name in a high capital text, of which a copy might be made 
for type. Close to the name of the noble " Childe, " appears 
that of Col. Wildman, the gentleman who was destined to 
succeed him as the possessor of Newstead Abbey, his paternal 
residence. By the name of Sir Robert Peel, that of his son 
is seen. Many individuals of high celebrity have thus recorded 
their education at Harrow. Among them, Richard Brinsley 
Sheridan, the unfortunate Spencer Percival, and the present 
Lord Palmerston may be mentioned. 

The school-house is built of brick, and stands on the same 
eminence as the church, and is contiguous to the church-yard. 
It is not remarkable for external beauty, and we regret to say 
that the western end has been modernized for the sake of pro- 
ducing imiformity with the new building for examinations, 
which adjoins it. That identity, which in the school apartment 
was so vigilantly guarded, has thus been sacrificed. The 

'^ §69 JIngraving. 
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** speech room " (as it is called) contains two good pictures — 
Moses and Aaron before Pharoah, painted by West, 1796 : and 
the Cataline Conspiracy, presented by Lord Northwick. There 
are Coats of Arms in the windows in stained glass, of Masters, 
Governors and Bene&ctors to the school, who have been edu- 
cated at Harrow. 

It appears that Lyon took especial pains to lay down rules 
for the conduct of the scholars, botii in and out of doors. 
Their amusements were only to consist of " driving a top, 
tossing a handball, running and shooting, " The Harrow boys, 
now-a-days, amongst their rudiments of learning, class throwing 
of stones, demoiishing windows and so forth ; but the former 
of the two, appears their favorite and constant amusement — 
even the tombs in the church-yard, which have inscriptions in 
marble, are shielded from their attacks by iron gratings, and 
all the windows of the school are protected from injury, by the 
equally effectual means of wire guards. 

It was at Harrow that Anthony Babington, the hero or chief 
of '* the Babington plot " in the reign of Queen Eliilsabeth, 
was secured. When the practices in which he had engaged 
were discovered, the unfortunate man fled to escape punishment, 
and in order to disguise himself effectually,' stained his face 
with the juice of green walnuts, through which precaution, he 
hoped to elude his pursuers in the retired neighbourhood of 
Harrow, where he took refuge in the house of one Bellamy. 
Alter enduring much distress, his retreat was found out and 
he was carried to London. 
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The crime laid to his charge was, that he had conspired 
with one Savage, a soldier of most daring and desperate cha- 
racter, to assassinate Queen EHizaheth, liberate Mary, Queen 
of Scots, then a prisoner, and recognise her as Queen of Eng- 
land. Savage had engaged in concert with a Dr. Giffbrd to 
waylay Elizabeth, and stab her with a dagger as she passed 
to her chapel, or when she might be walking to take the air. 
Babington whose zeal as a Catholic, led him to approve of any 
act, which had for its object the removal of a Protestant Sove- 
reign, and the securing the ascendancy of his religion, was 
unwilling that so important a part of the consjiiracyi as the 
murder of the Queen, should be left to a single hand, and 
desired that six persons should be associated in the deed. — 
Savage complained that he should be denied the distinction of 
committing the murder alone, as originally proposed; but, even- 
tually fell in with the arrangement of Babington. 

The ever vigilant ministers of Elizabeth, soon discovered 
that a plot existed, and as not unfrequently happens in cases of 
treason, the ringleaders turned traitors to their accomplices. 
Dr. Gifford made Walsingham acquainted with all that was 
passing. He seduced Babington to correspond with Mary, 
and the letters that passed were laid before the Government. 
At first, Babington and his friends doubted Gifford, and gave 
him letters to the Queen of Scots, or rather papers folded up 
as such,, in which nothing whatever was written. Paulet, 
who had Mary in charge, contrived that the letters of Babington 
should be forwarded by a brewer who supplied the fiamily with 
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ale; she received them through a chink in the wall, and 
answers were returned to them in the same way. 

The commanications thus obtained from Mary, satisfied Ba- 
bington, that Gififbrd might be relied upon, and he now fuUy 
unbosomed himself to the Queen, who, in her letters, entirely 
aCpproved of the desperate measures which he suggested, by 
which Elizabeth was to be deprived of life, and a revolution 
effected, both in politics and religion.' 

But circumstances soon transpired, which proved to the 
conspirators that they were betrayed, and that all their designs 
were known to the Government. Then it was, that the guilty 
parties fled, and sought to save their lives by disguises, and in 
concealment. 

As already stated, Babington was seized at Harrow, in the 
house of a person described to be " a gloomy Papist," of the 
name of Jerome Bellamy. The latter, with Babington and 
other conspirators, were committed to the keeping of the Lieu- 
tenant of the Tower, and brought to trial at Westminster on 
the 13th of September, 1586, under a commission of Oyer and 
Determiner, addressed among others to Sir Francis Walsing- 
ham : Sir Christopher Hatton : Sir Christopher Wray, Lord 
Chief Justice of England : Sir Edmund Anderson, Lord Chief 
Justice of the Common Fleas: and Sir Roger Manwood, Lord 
Chief Baron of the Exchequer. Thomas Savage pleaded guilty, 
but evidence was, nevertheless, given to support the indict- 
ment. This took place on the 13th of September, and on the 
following day the prisoners were again put to the bar. A brief 
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specimen of the proceedings, as they appeared on the state trial, 
may not here be out of its place. 

Sondes, — (Vlerk to the CrownJ How sayest thou John Ballard, 
art thou Guilty of these treasons whereof thou standest indicted, 
or not ? 

BfUlard, — ^That I practised the delivery of the queen of 
Scots, I am Guilty ; and that I went about to alter the Religion, 
I am Guilty ; but that I intended to slay her majesty, I am 
not Guilty. 

Sondes, — ^Answer directly, art thou Guilty according to the 
purport of the Indictment ? 

Ballard, — I answer as my case is. 

Chief Justice Anderson, — Eiither deny the Indictment gene- 
rally, or confess it generally. 

Hatton, — Ballard, under thy own hand are all things con- 
fessed ; therefore now it is much vanity, to stand vain- 
gloriously in denying it. 

Ballard, — ^Then, Sir, I confess I am Guilty. 

Sondes, — How sayest thou Anthony Babington, art thou 
Guilty of the treason contained in the Indictment ? 

Then began Babington with a mild countenance, a sober 
gesture, and a wonderful good grace, to declare the beginnings 
and proceedings of his treasons, which was according to Savage's 
confession and Ballard's Indictment. In the end he laid all 
the blame upon Ballard for bringing him to his destruction. 

Hatton, — ^A very fit author for so bad a fact I 

Babington.— ^Yerj true. Sir, for from so bad a ground must 
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proceed many bitter fruits; it was he that persuaded me to 
kill the queen, and commit the other treasons, whereof now I 
confess myself Guilty. 

After some other proceedings of a formal character, on the 
4second day, the 14th of September, the awful scene was 
brought to a close. The celebrated Sir Christopher Hatton, 
seems to have been more excited than any of his brother com- ^ 
missioners on the occasion. 

Sondes. — John Ballard, thou hast been indicted of high- 
treason, and thereupon arraigned, and hast pleaded Guilty ; 
what hast thou to say for thyself, wherefore judgment and 
execution of death should not be given against thee ? 

BaUard, — spake something but not to any effect. 

Simdes, — demanded of Babington in like manner. 

Babington, — ^who said he was Guilty of the treasons, accord- 
ing to his confession, for intending the killing of the queen, 
and the rest by Ballard's persuasion. 

Upon this Sir Christopher Hatton exclaimed : — " O, Ballard, 
Ballard, what hast thou done ? A host of brave youths, other- 
wise endued with good gifts, by thy inducement hast thou 
brought to their utter destruction and confusion." 

Babington. — rYea, I protest before I met with this Ballard, 
I never meant nor intended for to kill the queen ; but by his 
persuasion I was induced to believe that she was excommu- 
nicated, and therefore it was lawful to murder her. 

Ballard, — ^Yea, Mr. Babington, lay all the blame upon me, 
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but I wish the shedding of my blood might be the saving of 
your life : howbeit, say what you will, I will say no more. 

Hatton. — ^Nay, Ballard, you must say more, and shall say 
more, for you must not commit high-treasons and then huddle 
them up ; but is this thy Religio CathoHca ? Nay, rather, it is 
Didbolica, 

Smndes.-^^im Savage, thou hast been indicted of high^ 
treason, &c. {ut sup. to Ballard). Savage answered nothing, 
neither did Titchbume, being demanded in like sort also. 

So Sandes demanded of Robert Bamewell in like manner. 

BamewelL — ^For as much as I have offended against the law, 
I am contented to suffer punishment according to the law; 
howbeit, I here protest what I have done, was only for my 
conscience sake, neither did I ever intend violence to her ma- 
jesty's person. 

Hatton, — Oh ! Bamewell, Bamewell, didst not thou come to 
Richmond, and when her majesty walked abroad, didst not 
thou there view her and all her company, what weapons they 
had, how she walked alone ? And didst traverse the ground, 
and thereupon coming back to London, didst make relation to 
Babington, how it was a most easy matter to kill her majesty, 
and what thou hadst seen and done at the court ? Yes, I know 
thou didst so : how canst thou then say, that thou never didst 
intend to lay violent hands on her majesty ? Nay, I can assure 
thee, moreover, and it is most true which I say, that her majesty 
did know that thou didst come to that end, and she did see 
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and mark thee how thoa didst view her and her company ; but 
had it been known to some there, as well as nnto her, thon 
hadst never brought news to Babington. Such is the mag- 
nanimity of our sovereign, which God grant be not over much 
in not fearing such traitors as thou art. 

BamewelL — ^What I did was only for my conscience sake, 
and not for any malice, or hatred to her majesty's person. 

Hdtton, — ^Then would'st thou have killed the queen for con- 
science ? Fie on such a conscience. 

Execution soon followed. Too well did the imhappy Babing- 
ton then feel, how woefully he had been misled, when he ven- 
tured to stake his ample fortune, and all the comforts which a 
position so favourable naturally commanded, and life itself, on 
a vain attempt to murder his sovereign, and restore the supre- 
macy of the Fqpe in England. He endeavoured to move Eliza- 
beth to spare him, but without success. The manner of his 
appeal to his intended victim may be read with some interest, 
and as it is not preserved with the circumstances of the final 
scene, in the modem histories of England, we transcribe them 
from the ancient chronicles : — 

Mr, BaJnngtoiCs Letter to the Queen, after his condemnation, 
sent from the Tower, and delivered by his mfe, 
" Most Gracious Sovrreion.— If either bitter tears, a pen- 
sive, contrite heart, and doleful sighs of a wretched sinner, 
might work any pity in your royal breast, I would wring out 
from my drained eyes as much blood as in bewraying my — dryery 
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— ^tragedy, should lament my fell, and somewhat, no doubt, move 
you to compassion ; but since there is no proportion between 
the quality of my crime and any humane consideration, show, 
sweet queen, some miracle 6n a wretch that lieth prostrate in 
your prison, most grievously bewailing his offence, and im- 
ploring such comfort at your anointed hands, as my poor wife's 
misfortune doth beg, my child's innocency doth crave, my 
guiltless family doth wish, my heinous treachery least deserve. 
So shaU your divine mercy make your glory shme far above all 
princes, as my most horrible practices are most detestable 
amongst your best subjects, with whom that you may long live 
and happily govern, I beseech the Mercy-master to grant, for 
his sweet Son's sake, Jesus Christ. Your majesty's unfor- 
tunate, because disloyal, subject, 

** Anthony Babington." 

The unhappy man seems to have had some hope of saving 
his life by the fulness of his confession. Afterwards, on the 
trial of Mary, Queen of Scots, copies of the correspondence 
•which had passed between them, were produced as evidence 
against her, the correctness of which Babington had certified 
by signing every page with his own hand. In doing this, we 
are told, " he was so circumspect and careful, that finding two 
or three words mistaken in the writing of the copy, he struck 
out the same, before he did subscribe it." 

On the 20th of the same month, John Ballard, Anthony Ba- 
bington, John Savage, Robert Bamewell, Chidiock Titchbume, 
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Charles T^ey and Edward Arlington, were drawn on hurdles 
from the Tower, to their execution to St. Giles's fields, being 
the place where they used to meet, where #as erected a scaffold, 
and thereupon a gdUows. 

" John Ballard, the priest, the principal conspirator, confessed, 
that he was guilty of those things for which he was condemned, 
but protested they were never enterprised by him upon any 
hope of preferment, but only, as he said, for the advancement 
of true religion. He craved pardon and forgiveness of all per- 
sons, to whom his doiogs had been any scandal, and so made 
an end ; making his prayers<to himself in Latin, not asking her 
majesty forgiveness, otherwise than ' if he had ofiendedi' 

" Anthony JBabington also confessed, that he was come to die 
as he had deserved ; howbeit he (as Ballard beforie) protested, 
that he was not led into those actions upon hope of preferment 
or for any temporal respect ; nor had ever attempted them, but 
that he was persuaded by reasons alleged to this efiect, that it 
was a deed lawful and meritorious. He craved forgiveness of 
an whom he had any way ofiended ; he would gladly also have 
been resolved whether his lands should have been confiscate to 
her majesty, or whether they should descend to his brother ; 
but howsoever, his request was to the lords, and others the 
commissioners there present, that consideration might be had 
of one, whose money he had received for lands which he had 
passed no fine for, for which the conveyance was void in law. 
He requested also, that consideration might be had of a' certain 
servant of his, whom he had sent for cfertiun merchandise into 

D 
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the East cpimtries, who by his means was greatly ixupoveriahed. 
For his wife he saici sh^ h^ good friends, to whose coiuiidera-i 
tion he woul4 ^ve her. And thus he^^ finished, asking her 
majesty forgiveness, and making his pray^ in LatiQ. 

" John Savage confessed l^s guilt/ and said (as the other two 
before), that he did i^tten^t it, for that in conscience he thought 
it a deed meritoripus aQd common good to the weal public, and 
for no private preforment. 

" The other culprits made similar confessions. Titchbume 
would seem to haive been the partner, or in some way inti- 
mately oonijbeoted with. Babjngton, for in his i^ech on the 
scaffold, he uses these remarkable words. ' Before this thing 
chanced, we lived together in most flourishing estate ; of whom 
went report in the Strand, ileet Street, and elsewhere about 
London, but of Babingtoa 9^4 TitQhbur^e ? No threshold was 
of force to brave our q9^» Tb^]*e we Uved and wanted no.^ 
thing we could wish for.' " 

** Ballard," the narrative j^oo^e^^, " was first executed. He 
was cut down and bowelied with grea^ cruelty while he was 
alive. Babington beheld Bollard's executipn without being in 
the least daunted, while the rest turned away their feces, and 
fell to prayers upon their knees. Babington being taken down 
from tJie gallows alive too, and ready to be cut up, he cried aloud 
several times in Latin* ' Parce ndhi Domine Jem / ' Spare me, 
O Lord Jesus. Savage^ Ixok^ ^q rope and fell down from the 
gallows, and was presently seized by the executioners and em- 
boweUed." The other parts of the shocking sentence then 
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ptononneed agamst traitore^ (whieh cannot now be even des- 
oribed wiHiotit oflfendMg deeoratn,} were carried ihtb ML eH^ct, 

On the foBowing day, seven mote, the vAflodst^ of those 
aboVe named, esEpiated their crime in the same way, save that 
the qneen having heao^ of ihB homyrs witnessed, when the last 
sufferers were embowebed alive, ordered that those who were 
imtnediatdy to Mow them^ i^ottld not be taken down fl-om the 
gallows tin they were quite ^baid. 

The following documents wtitt?^ by one of the sufferers on 
this mtdancholy occasion, hiive been preserved by Mr. D'Israeli 
in his " Curiosities of Literature." 

" A lettet wrktm by CMMock l^tehhume th» night before he 
mffetei death, unto his wife, dated Anno 1586. 

" To THis Bfost LOVING WIPE ALtvB, — I conunend me imto 
her, and desire God to bless her with all happiness, pray for 
her dead husband, and be bf good comforte ; for I hope in 
Jesus Christ this morning to see the face of my Maker and Re- / 
deemer in tiie most joyful throne of his glorious kingdome. 
Commend me to all my friends, and desire them to pray for me, 
and in all charitie to pardon me, if I have ofiimded them. 
Commend me to my six sisters poore desolate soules, advise 
them to serve God, for without him, no goodness is to be ex- 
pected : were it possible, my little sister Babb, the daarHnge of 
my race might be bred by her, God would rewarde her; but I 
do her vvrong I confesse, that hath by my desolate negligence 
too little for h^velfe, to add a further charge unto her. Deere 
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wife, forgive me, that have by'thesie m^aius no much impover- 
ished her fortunes ; patience ami pardon good wife I crave, 
make of these, our necessities, a virtue, and lay no further 
burthen on my neck than hath alreadie been. There be certain 
debts that I oiye, and because I know not the order of the lawe, 
piteous it hath taken from m^ all, forfeited by my course of 
offence to her majestic, I cannot advise thee to benefit me 
herein, but if there fedl out wherewithall, let them be discharged 
for God's sake. I will not that you trouble yourselfe with the 
performance of these matters, my own heart, but make it 
known to my uncles, and desire them, for the honour of God 
and ease of their soule, to take care of them as they may, and 
especially care of my sister's bringing up, the burthen is now 
laide on them. Now, Sweet-cheek, what is left to bestow on 
thee a small jo3mture, or small recompense for thy deservi^ge, 
these legacies following to be thine owne. 

" God of his infinite goodness give thee grace alwaiesto re- 
main his true and faithfull servant, that through the merits of 
his bitter and blessed passion thou maist become in good time of 
his kingdom with the Uessed women in Heaven. May the Holy 
Ghost comfort thee with all necessaries for the wealth of thy 
soul in the worid to come, where untill it shall please Almighty 
God I meete thee, farewell lovinge wife, farewell the dearest to 
me on all the earth, farewell ! 

" By the hand from the heart of thy most faithful louvinge 
husband, 

" ChIDIOCK TiTCHBUftNS." 
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" VERSES, 
" Made by CMdiock Titchhume of himself e in the Tower, the night 

before he suffered death. 



" My prime of youth is but a frost of cares, 

My feast of joy is but a dish of pais, 
My crop of com is but a field of tares, 

And all my goodes is but vain hope of gain. 
The day is fled^ and yet I saw no sun. 
And now I live, and now my life is done. 

** My spring is past^ and yet it hath not sprung, 

The fruit is dead, and yet the leaves are greefi, 
/ My youth is past, and yet I am but yonug, 
I saw the world, and yet I was not seen ; 
. My thread is cut, and yet, it is not spun 
And now I live, and ntfw my Kfe is done ! 

'' I sought for death, and found it ill the wombe, 

I look'd for life and yet it was a ighade, 
I trode the ground, and knew it was my tombe, 

And Uow I dye, and now I am but made. 
The glass is full, and yet my glass is run ; 
And now I live, aUd now my life is done. ^' 



■n t ^^ * 
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The primary object in the application of steam to Railroad 
travelling, being the economizing of time, the inhabitants of Wat- 
ford cannot be congratulated on enjoying the advantages of the 
discovery to its fullest extent, for the " line ** here, after inter- 
secting the houses at the eastern end of the town, proceeds 
onwards for nearly two miles, before it reaches the Watford 
" station," which is at a point where the western extremity of 
the town is one mile distant. Without dwelling on the causes 
which have rendered it expedient to fix the resting-place here, 
we may remark that it has afforded an opportunity to compare 
Railway with Omnibus speed, And to call into action the rivalry 
of inn-keepers, and accordingly a choice of vehicles, from the 
" Essex Arms ** and the " Rose and Crown" is ofiered to carry 
passengers into the town. This journey of a mile is not un- 
interesting. There is a small portion of the high road from 
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Watford to St. Alban's (which crosses the Railway) leading 
South, lined with elms, at the end of which, turning East, lies 
the town, ranging on both sides of the road for about a mile in 
length. It has an ancient aspect, and we find that as part of 
Cashio Hundred, it was given by the Saxon king OSsl to the 
Abbey of St. Alban's, and that its market on Tuesday was the 
gift of Henry I. Subsequently, James I. granted the town to 
Lord Ellesmere, in whose possession, as well as of his descend- 
ants, it continued, until the late Duke of Bridge water, in 1760, 
sold it to the Earl of Essex, in whose fieanily it still remains. 
The river Colne, after uniting all the streams of the western 
parts of the county of Hertford, crosses the town, and beau- 
tifies the vicinity by its serpentine windings. It has its rise in 
Middlesex, receives the Meuse or Verulam river at Colney- 
street, then flows by Watford to Rickmansworth, below which 
town, having received the " Gade '* from Hemel Hempstead, 
it leaves the county, and becomes the limit between Middlesex 
and Buckingham to Colnbrook, and finally passes to the Thames. 
The objects of most interest to the traveller in this vicinity, 
we deem to be the Church, Cashiobury Park the seat of the 
Earl of Essex, and the village of Bushy, and shall proceed 
to describe them in the same order as here mentioned. 

Thb Church 

stands in the centre of the town, and is dedicated to the Virgin 
Mary. It is a large structure of stone, which has been 
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disfigured with a mask of modem plaster, and has a sqtiare tower 
ninety feet high, surmoilnted by an hexagonal spnre. In iAuB 
tower are eight bells and ehinies. The building is irregolar In 
form, although the additions which make it so are not mddetn. 
On the left hand side of the chancel is a larg6 chapel called the 
*' Tomb House,'* being the cemetery of the Essex family, tod 
containing a congregation of tombs altogether of the higher 
class of art. We could not discover one of earlier date than 
the year 1587, "w^hich is " to the memory of Elizabeth, daughter 

I 

of the illustrious Arthur Capel," There is a slab in brass which 
perpetuates the names of 

^tntf fl)fe%OQCty died 1610. 
^totfSf ^baii^ ^ 1613. 
^ntimf Coquet, 

late servants to Sir Charles Morrisson, Knight, who lived in 
his family forty years, and " in memorie of them Dorothea la 
Morrisson vomchsqfed the stone and inscription." 

The la^ of the three, as the date of his exit is not given, 
was probably still ahve when the stone was " vouchsafed,*' and 
may have subsequently died at some distant place, and thus 
lost the honour intended to his remains. 

A simple tablet, in the form of a shield, is equally wotthy of 
notade, for its brief inscription to the memor}^ of 
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HARRIET, 
WIFE OF RICHARD FORD, 
BORN, JULY 19, 1807, 
DIED, MAY 14, 1837, 
QUE SERA SERA. 

The roof of this chapel is hung with a profusion of bannersi 
some of them much decayed, and there is also suspended an iron 
helmet and gloves of some noble of the olden time. The pew of 
the Earl of Essex is spacious, and is entered from the cemetery. 

We need not here inform many of our readers, that the 
present Earl of Essex has already attained the age of eighty, 
and the countess (who is also living) nearly seventy-eight. 
They have been married upwards of fifty years, but, we believe, 
have of late lived separate. It appears that the Earl, who for- 
merly took a lively interest in matters connected with the stage, 
has not yet relinquished his taste for theatricals. A once 
celebrated singer being a frequent visitor at Cashiobury Park, 
where she remained during four months of last summer. There 
is an inscription in the chapel to an illegitimate daughter of the 
Earl, who died in the present year at the age of twenty-nine. 

Cashiobury Park is said to have been the residence of Mer- 
cian kings during the Saxon heptarchy, until OSbl gave it to 
the monastery of St. Alban's. After the Dissolution, it wa« 
granted by Henry VIII . to Richard Moryson, Esq., with the 
same privileges enjoyed by the abbots. This gentleman held 
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several important employments under Henry and bis successor, 
and was his ambassador to tbe emperor Cberles V. Mr. Mory- 
son began to rebuild tbe fabric^ wbicb was finished by his son 
and heir. Sir Charles Moryson, who died in 1599, part of which 
remains. His son, Sir Chaiies Moryson, was created a baronet 
in 1611, and Knight of the Bath, at the coronation of Charles I. 
He married Mary, second daughter of Baptist Hicks, Viscount 
Campden, and left an only daughter, Ehzabeth, married to 
Ardiur, Lord Capel (a descendant of Sir WiBiam Capel, lord 
mayor of London, 1503) who was inhumanly beheaded during 
the civil wars. The son of this nobleman, Arthur, Earl of 
Essex, in 1670, was sent ambassador to Denmark, where he 
bravely supported the honour of his country, and refused to 
lower the colours, although the small vessel in which he sailed 
was fired on by the governor of Croninberg castle, for which 
the governor was afterwards compelled to beg pardon on his 
knees. George, Earl of Essex, the piresent possessor of Cashio- 
bury, assumed the name of Coningsby, on succeeding to the 
estates of his grandmother, Frances, daughter of Thomas, Earl 
Coningsby, of Hampton Court, Herefordshire. 

The seat is elegant, and the situation the best in the county, 
upon a dry spot, within a park of large extent* The- noble 
beeches for which it is remarkable, are arranged in clumps of 
five and six, and between each clump are many fine specimens 
of the ** brave old oak,' — " 

** Who stands in his pride alone,'' 
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aod C9dar9 9f Ldumon, which " with fair branches, azvd with a 
shadowy ehroud, and of an high stature^ had their tops >among 
the thick bougii^."^ In front of the house is a fine dry lawn, 
whicb^ ^s a consequence of its mossy character, may be rode or 
walked upon after a heavy rain as on the driest downs. A 
little below the house, the riv^ Colne winds through the park, 
aa4 contributes by its pure waters, and their never-ceasing 
flow, to the embellishment of the woodland scenery. The 
|Hr96«Qt noble trees were planted by hd Notre, in the reign of 
Charles II. On the opposite side of the river the ground rises 
to a considerable height, affording the eye an agreeable variety. 
The Grand Junction Canal also traverses the park, and adds to 
the diversity of its scenery. 

The House 

is spacious and pleasantly situated, and its present owner has 
restored, the cloisters of the ancient abbey, and embeUished 
them with windows of stained glass, the effect of which is to 
maintain the character of the mansion — ^the glass being antique 
and the subjects^represented chiefly scriptural. 

Strangers are permitted to see all the rooms on the ground 
floor. A very respectable and well-informed house-keeper 
points out what isieaost remarkable, and performs her part witl^ 

* Ezekiel, Chap. X2xi, ver. 3. 
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great correctness. His lordship, it is stated, has been very 
anxious in this respect, and has desired that care should be 
taken to guard' against any mis-representation being made on 
the subject of the treasures of art or vertu which his mansion 
contains. 

In the first apartment to which the visitor is admitted, there 
are many objects of great interest. The portrait of Sir Thomas 
Coningsby, on the right, is among the first to which attention 
is called. He appears to have been of noble stature, and is 
attended by his dwarf servant, a man whose head reaches but 
little above his master's knee. Sir Thomas had one leg shorter 

than the other, and the means he took to diminish the incon- 
venience thence arising, are not a little remarkable, as we are 
told a favourite dog was trained to be constantly at his master's 
heels, and to present himself that Sir Thomas might place his 
foot on him as often as the baronet stopped. Had Richard the 
Third been subject to a similar defect, and relieved himself from 
it in this manner, the commentators on Shakspeare would have 
connected with the fact his exclamation. 



" The dogt bark at me as I halt by them ! 



** 



In the picture, the dog (a small spaniel), is seen performing 
his duty as if well pleased with the distinction conferred upon 
him by his master, who does not press very heavily on his 
living foot-stool. 
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At the further extremity of the cloister is a very old painting, 
the only original portrait extant of king Henry the Fourth. The 
countenance is nohle and expressive, hut not severe. The 
colours are still good. At the top of the frame are the words 
" Henricus IV." and below is the following curious antiquarian 
narrative : — 

" Henry the lY . king of England who lay*d the first stone 
of this house,* and left this picture in it when he gave it to 
Lentall, who sold it to Cornwall of Burford, who sold it to the 
ancestors of the Lord Coningesby, in the reign of Henry VI.** 

When, or how the picture was removed from Hampton Court 
in Herefordshire, the place in which it is stated to have been 
left by the kingly subject of it, to its next abode, or to its 
Xnresent situation, is not mentioned. 

The next room to which the stranger is admitted, is the 
dining-room, an apartment of lofty and commodious dimen- 
sions. It commands a fine view of the rising grounds of the 
park. Splendid cabinetb and many fine paintings, among them 
portraits of the present Earl and Countess, when in the bloom 
of life, are here displayed. But in a small adjoining apart- 
ment, some relics will be found, which the lover of historical 
curiosities would not willingly overlook. Of these, two are 
connected Mdth the death of king Charles the First. They are 
in distinct frames, and accompanied by the subjoined inscrip- 
tion : — 

* Of Hampton Court, Herefordshire. 
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** The upper frame contains a piece of the velvet pall which 
covered the coffin of the king when the same was discovered 
at Windsor, A. D. 1813, and the lower a piece of the ribbon of 
the Order of the Garter worn by King Charles I. when he 
was beheaded." 

From this we coUect what we do not remember to have been 
mentioned in history, that even in the last sad moment when he 
was to lay his head upon the block, Charles wore about his 
person some of the ornaments which had adorned it in his 
happier days. His " George** he gave to Bishop Juzon, but to 
whom the ribbon, of which a portion is here preserved, passed 
at the time, has never been stated. 

Near the above is another object of some interest. A small 
cabinet is opened and part of a cambric handkerchief dingy in 
colour appears. We read below, 

" In this Cabinet is preserved the handkerchief which Lord 
Coningsby placed on the wound King William received on his 
shoulder, at the battle of the Boyne, and is stained with his 
blood, 1690." On looking closely at it, the stains mentioned 
in the inscription may be discerned, though their original colour 
here is faded and has resolved itself into a faint yellow. Above is 
a painting representing the scene in which the handkerchief 
was used in the manner described. Coningsby appears all 
anxiety to reUeve his Sovereign, and William accepts his loyal 
services vdth dignified composure. The Ukenesses of both are 
authentic. 
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A most elegant drawing-room is the next apartment thrown 
open to the visitor. In addition to its beautiful and appropriate 
furniture, we find here a series of fine paintings by Sir Peter 
Lely and by eminent modem artists. Among them is one very 
delightful painting of the present Earl when ten years of age, 
and his sister who was three years older than himself. The 
portrait of the latter, is that of a singularly beautiful girl, who 
then gave fair promise of those charms which subsequently 
distinguished her in the meridian of life. She died a few years 
ago at the age of fourscore. The fashionable world may yet 
preserve some recollection of the once lovely Lady Monson. 

The library contains some fine paintings, and among them 
will be found admirable hkenesses of H. Wallack, and W. Farren 
as Adam Brock and Charles XII. There is also an original Mor- 
land, and an exquisite efibrt of a modem artist which gives to 
miniature-painting all the force, roundness and effect of carved 
ivory. 
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BUSHY 



From Watford a pleasant walk of a mile on the London road, 
leads to this village, nearly adjoining which is Bushy Heath ex- 
tending towards Stanmore. The Heath is remarkable for its 
high situation, being the most elevated ground in the County, 
and the view from it embraces an horizon of considerable ex- 
tent on all sides ; Westminster Abbey, Hampton Court, Windsor 
and the Thames winding through the most beautiful parts of 
Middlesex and Surrey, being distinctly visible from it. Those 
who from want of time, or inclination, can only visit the village, 
may enjoy the chief features of the view from the heath, by 
ascending the towier of the Church. The situation of several 
other places ; for instance, Rickmansworth, is marked by the 
smoke, that unfEuling indication of an English town, hovering 
over the spot. On the north, St. Alban*s Abbey, the giant of 
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the landscape, rises above every other object. On the north- 
east. Hill Field Lodge, the seat of Captain Timmins ; on the 
south-east, the village of Clay ; and on the north-west, the 
town of Watford, and a considerable portion of the line and 
embankments of the Rail-road. A landscape more of the cha- 
racter of an immense and well-cultivated garden is seldom to 
be seen. 

The history of the small village of Bushy is not uninteresting. 
Its first Norman possessor, Geofliy de Mandeville, for having 
incurred the Pope's displeasure was suspended in lead on a tree 
in the Temple, christian burial not being allowed to any person 
imder such circumstances. Others of its possessors were 
equally unfortunate. Edmond of Woodstock was beheaded 
through tlie vile machinations of Queen Isabella and her para- 
mour Mortimer, on a suspicion of intending to restore his 
brother Edward II. to the throne, and so much was he beloved 
by the people, and his persecutors detested, that he stood from 
one to five in the afternoon, before an executioner could be 
procured, and then an outlaw from the Marshalsea performed 
the hateful task. Thomas, Duke of Surrey, was beheaded at 
Cirencester, in rebellion against Henry IV. Thomas de Mon- 
tacute. Earl of Salisbury, after obtaining the highest honours in 
the campaigns in France with Henry V., was killed by the 
splinter of a window-frame driven into his face by a cannon ball 
at the siege of Orleans. Richard the stout Earl of Warwick, 
another possessor, was killed at Bamet. George, Duke of 
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Clarence, was drowned in a butt of Malmsey. Richard III. 
was the next possessor. Lady Margafet de la Pole, countess oi 
Suffolk, was beheaded at the age of seventy-two by the cruel 
policy of Henry VIII . in revenge for a supposed affiront by her 
son to the cardinal. In this parish also, lived Titus Silas, who, 
in a pamphlet entitled " Killing no Murder," to deliver En- 
gland from its yoke, advised CromweU to commit suicide ; he 
gained promotion in the reign of Charles II., and by his buffoonery, 
induced that monarch to disgrace the great lord chancellor^ 
Clarendon. 

The church is a small venerable edifice. On making some 
repairs or alterations a few years ago an inscription was dis- 
covered which stated it to have been " built in the year 1006." 
The inscription in question has been transferred to an iron 
plate affixed to the wall of the western end of the church. On 
a slab in the aisle to the memory of two Bakbwells, one of 
whom died in the year 1643, is the following quaint epi- 
gram, a good specimen of those in which our ancestors indulge 
on such solemn occasions — 

'* ^tttft'tino in me ano ;et not d»o Imt one, 
tSTtoo 0onne0, one tomb, ttoo fielnK, one name alone/' 

The present Dr. Lushington, whose seat is in the vicinity, fre- 
quently attends the church. His lady, who died recently, lies 
buried in the family vault in the chancel. Such is the want of 
room in the church, that it is literally " all pews," (except a 
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passage up the aisle,) even to within the altar rails on both 
sides. 

We have hitherto said little of church-yards. Those who 
visit the churches we attempt to describe, will have the oppor- 
tunity of indulging whatever taste they may possess for modem 
inscriptions. Many ancient relics however, are still to be 
found upon the green sod. All the church-yards in this and the 
adjoining counties are remarkable for toooden tombs, two up- 
rights support a cross piece upon which the memorial or epi- 
taph is inscribed. 
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HEMEL HEMPSTEAD. 



On stepping out of the Railway carriage at the third Station, 
the traveller finds himself on Box-Moor — a common, whose 
only embellishments in former times were the river Gade, 
and the high road from London to Aylesbury, which is part of 
the ancient " Ikenild way." Its modern improvements are the 
Grand Junction Canal and the Railroad, and here may be seen 
the four means of communication at one view. The canal is 
at this point distant forty miles from London, and whilst the 
boats require a day and a half to navigate from the City Road 
Basin to Box-Moor, the Railroad train travels the same dis- 
tance in httle more than an hour. The village at the east end, 
on the canal, is called " Two- Waters." One of the branches 
of the river Thames, which has its source at Tring, called 
" Bulboume Head," falls into the Gade at this place and gives 
the name to the village. Certain of the inhabitants of Hemel 
Hempstead have the privilege of grazing cattle on the Moor, 
and a circular iron badge placed upon their door-posts indicates 
the inhabitant who enjoys this privilege. In summer the breeze 
from the south or west brings purity and health with it, but 
in the winter, with a strong touch of the east or north, there 
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is a wind which, as an old cottager expressed it, " would skin 
, a featther." A tolerably agreeable road of two miles/takea you 
to Hemel Hempstead, and there you have not to choose between 
the rival inns, " the old and new Commercial, " for the pro- 
prietors will already have secured your patronage, by sending 
their own cars or coaches down to the Station, and driving you 
at once into their premises. We were fortunate enough to 
meet with Mr. Deacon, whose coach is called the "Queen 
Dowager," and his Inn the " King's Arms," the former con- 
veyed us safely to the latter, and right well pleased we were 
with our fare during a sojourn of two days. The river Gade, 
on its way tor join, the Thames at Dorchester in Oxfordshire, 
runs through the valley, embellishing in its course the park 
and seat of Sir Ashley Cooper, the former, open to visitors at 
all times, is reached by turning down a lane just beyond the 
northern extremity of the town, and crossing the river over a 
wooden bridge. From the park a view of the town is obtained, 
but the real searcher after the picturesque should ascend to the 
exterior of the Church tower, and the " vale," (as the inhabi- 
tants call it) will please his eye, although the view, except on 
the side towards Box Moor, is confined. The Church, dedicated 
to the Virgin Mary, is well worthy of a visit. Its character is 
neatness, and its fittings are elegant and comfortable. It consists 
of a nave, two side aisles, and a transept, on the top of which 
is built a handsome tower, with Norman- Saxon lights, the 
whole surmounted with a beautiful spire of ornamented lead. . 
At the west end is a fine door of Saxon architecture, curiously 
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and richly ornamented ; highly adorned with fleurs-de-lis and 
vine leaves alternately, fretwork, &c. The capitals are enriched 
with grotesque figures . The nave is separated from the aisles 
by a range of five massive columns on each side, and two half 
columns with sculptured square capitals, which support arches 
with zig-zag mouldings. The towei* rests on semi-circular 
clustered columns, ornamented. The west window is "adorned 
with a representation, in stained glass, of the Good Samari- 
tan, a happy subject, considering it to have been chosen 
by the donor. Sir Ashley Cooper. The oldest monument we 
could discover is placed in the south-western comer of the 
Church, and is to the memory of one Robert Albyn and his 
wife, who lived in the reign of Edward the Third. Its di- 
lapidated condition entirely prevents the decyphering the 
inscription on the spot, but we are enabled, through other 
means to present the whole, with translations. The original 
inscription is as follows, in Norman-French : — 

'' Slo^ett flibpn ^iat ici et C^et^rete 0a femme 
(Dacbe ip oeu tie Ie0 almis cpt mercp ^men." 

The translation into modem French will be : — 

** Robert Albyn git ici et Marguerite sa femme 
Avec lui ; Oieu sur leurs ames ayez merci, Amen." 

And the English : — 

" Robert Albyn lies here, and Margaret his wife 
With him. God have mercy on their souls, — Amen." 
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There are other monuments to members of the Bridgewater 
family, both in the interior and on the exterior of the Church, 
worth inspection, and also one to the memory of the lady of 
Sir Ashley Cooper, whose pew, and " the place where he sits," 
when at church at Hemel Hempstead, are pointed out as objects 
of interest. We were amused with the garrulity of the Sexton 
— a hale man of sixty, who informed us that he, his father 
and grand-father, were bom and had lived all their lives in the 
place, and as for the " Regalia " — the cushions and pulpit cover- 
ings — beadle's staff and so forth, he assured us " there was not a 
more splendid " turn out in all England." It is but just to confess 
that we have seen many worse. The " Chime Barrel " in the 
tower was shewn to us also, but we accounted for not 'hearing 
its sounds on Sunday, by remembering that out of six .tunes 
which the chimes play, four of them are profane. On the 
south side of the church-yard there formerly stood an ancient 
moated seat, called Hempstead. Bury, granted by Henry VEIL 
to John Waterhouse and Richard Coombe, on the occasion of 
his visit to the latter, when he was sumptuously entertained, in 
return for which the king granted a charter to the town, and a 
market to be held, which is now held on Thursdays. There 
are no turnpikes within seven miles of Hemel Hempstead, and 
it is a tradition that this privilege was also granted by 
Henry VIII. King Offa gave six mansions in this town, then 
called Haen (or old) Hempstead, to the monastery of St. 
Alban's which grant was confirmed by king Ethelred. After 
the conquest the remainder of the villa, which had belonged 
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to the Saxon kings, wag given by William I. to the Earl of 
Mortaigne, whose son forfeited it to the crown for raising a 
rebellion in Normandy against Henry I. It afterwards became 
the property of Richard, Earl of Cornwall, brother of Henry III. 
His son Edmond gave it, excepting the Warren and Chnrch, 
to the Monastery of Bon Hommes at Esseray, now Ashridob, 
the seat of the Bridgewater family, with whom it remained \mtil 
the dissolution. 

About the year 1800, during the period of the formation of 
the canal over Box-Moor, a robbery of the Mail Bags was ef- 
fected one night by a man named Snook which created a great 
sensation at the time, from the fact of Snook being afterward^ 
executed near the spot of the robbery, which is now marked by a 
mound of earth opposite the farm house at the western end of 
the Moor. The mail bags were in those days carried by horse, 
and on the night in question, the man who had them in charge 
was stopped by a robber and compelled to carry the bags to 
a solitary spot and then told to go " about his business." 
The next morning the bags were found with part of their con- 
tents, in a field by some labourers in the employ of a respectable 
farmer named Pope. Information was immediately given, to 
the Post Master of the district, Mr. Page of the King's Arms, 
Berkhampstead, who forthwith proceeded to the Post Ofiice, 
in London, where he dehvered what had been found to Mr. 
Freeling, (the late Sir Francis Freeling,) and for the time, all 
clue to the perpetrator of the robbery was lost. 

It afterwards transpired that the name of the culprit was 
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Snook. He obtained by this adventure a large booty, having 
from one letter alone, abstracted property to the amount of 
five hundred pounds. With this he hastened to " London, the 
. needy villain's general home," and took up his abode in the 
Borough of Southwark. There one of those incautious acts 
which commonly follow or accompany crime, had nearly betrayed 
him into the hands of justice. He sent a servant from the house 
where he resided, to purchase a piece of cloth for a coat, and 
gave her what she understood was a five-pound note. When this, 
as such, was presented inpayment for the cloth, the tradesman - 
said theremust besome mistake, as what she had tendered, instead 
of being a five was a fifty-pound note. The female returned to 
Mr. Snook, who, upon this, thought it advisable instantly to de- 
camp, and he then directed his steps to Hungerford in Wiltshire, 
which was his native place. Here he for some time success- 
fully eluded pursuit, though the most active exertions were 
made by the pohce to discover his retreat, and a reward of three- ' 
hundred pounds was offered for his apprehension. He was at 
length taken, in consequence of being recognized by a post-boy 
who had formerly been his schoolfellow. Carried to Hertford, he 
was put on his trial and found guilty. A severe example was 
thought necessary, and he was ordered to die. Instructions 
were then given to Mr. Page, who was high constable of the 
district, as well as post-master, to select a place for his execution, 
as near as possible to the scene of his crime, so as not to give 
annoyance to the neighbourhood, and it was intended that he 
should be hung in chains ; but this being petitioned against by 
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those who resided on or near Box-Moor, the design was 
abandoned. The criminal conducted himself with great forti- 
tude. He proposed to one whom he had formerly known, to 
give him his watch, on condition that he should take away his 
remains, but the party applied to, unwilling to have attention 
fixed on him as the friend of such a character, declined the 
offer. It was in consequence determined that he should be 
buried under the gaUows. The place already described having 
been fixed upon for the closing scene, on the day of execution, 
he was brought from Hertford in a post-chaise, and the appar- 
atus of death, also brought from Hertford, having been 
previously erected, he was placed in a cart and from that 
launched into eternity. .After the corpse was cut down, it was 
then asked if any one would give him a coffin. Nobody came 
forward, and the hangman having stated that the clothes of the 
dead man were now his property, proceeded to strip the body 
for interment. His garments having been removed, with the 
exception of the lower part of his dress, the executioner was 
about to seize also on them, when Mr. Page interfered 
and insisted that some regard should be had to decency, 
and that these should not be taken from the defunct malefactor. 
A hole was then dug beneath the fatal tree on which he had 
suffered, and a truss of straw having been procured, half of it 
was thrown into the grave, and the corpse being placed on it, 
the other half was tiirown on the body and the earth was with- 
out further ceremony filled in. But the people in the neigh- 
bouring town of Hemel Hempstead hurt at the manner in which 
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a wretched fellow creature had thus heen entomhed, suhscrihed 
to purchase a coffin, which, on the followmg day, they carried to 
the place where the miserahle rohher had paid the last penalty 
of the law, re-opened the grave, and deposited the lifeless form, 
in the coffin so compassionately suhscribed for, and the earth 
immediately again closed over him. Snook had previously been 
a bad character and had committed several highway robberies. 
He once attempted to stop a Mr. Laker and was said to have 
fired a pistol at him, but the intended victim escaped unhurt. 
At the place of execution, when about to be turned off, he ad- 
verted to this charge, and admitted his guilt so far as the 
intent to rob went, but denied that he had contemplated mur- 
der, or intended doing Mr. Laker any bodily injury. At the 
moment he checked his horse for the purpose of approaching 
Mr. Laker, the animal reared, and in taking the pistol from his 
pocket, it went off by accident. Snook's general conduct, 
caused his statement to obtain beUef, as however desperate his 
unlawful enterprises, he was not known to have in any case 
used imnecessary violence. When he committed the offence for 
which his life was forfeited, he did not in any way ill-treat the 
bearer of the mail bags, but only compelled him to go as already 
mentioned, to a place convenient for the perpetration of the 
robbery he meditated. 
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BERKHAMSTED, 



On alighting at this station from London, the town is imme- 
diatdy on the left, and the extensive remains of its ancient 
Castle (of which we shall have to speak at large hereafter) on 
the right. The town' has been from situation, considered as a 
British Oppidnm, by Salmon, unguarded by any fosse or bank, 
the usual defence. 

Dr. Stukely, from the Roman coins, fragments of armour, 
spurs. &c., that have been found here, asserts, that it must 
have been a Roman Station ; and others have stated it to have 
been Durocobrivis. 

Leaving all these conjectures to have their due weight, we 
shall abide by the testimony of Norden, who says, that, " the 
Saxons, in old time, called this town Berghamstedt, because it 
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was seated among hills ; for Berg signified a hill ; Ham, a town ; 
and Stedt, a seat ; all which are proper for the situation hereof." 

It was near Berkhamsted that Frederick, Ahhot of St. 
Alhan's> a man of the royal hlood> and related to King Canute, 
impeded the march of WiUiam I. hy causing the trees on the 
road-side to he felled and laid across the way, after a consulta- 
tion of the English nohihty at this place. The Abhot, we are 
UAd, " first threw trees, and then oaths ; and brought the Con- 
queror to mean concessions, and swallowing oaths he never 
meant to keep. But William was so much a conqueror, that he 
conquered that just dread mortals should have of the Avenger 
of perjury. He swore upon the Gospel, and the reliques of St,- 
Alhan's Churchy that he would keep inviolable the good and ancient 
laws of the kingdom ; yet he took away all their lands, and di- 
vided them among his commanders and his countrymen. They 
that would excuse him in this small slip of perjury, lay it upon 
Norman advice, that he broke through his engagement. He 
seems to have wanted no counsel in the case, to slight those he 
had subdued, and to trust for his support in the throne, to the 
men whose valour had raised him to it." 

Henry H. granted to "all the men and merchants of this 
town great privileges, even the same as they enjoyed under 
Edward the Confessor ; that they should have liberty of selling 
their merchandise through England, Normandy, and other 
provinces of France, free of duties." They had £Eu1;her,an ex- 
emption from the common jurisdiction, and had particular 
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offices of this honour and liberty, such as high steward and 
coroner, and that no market should be held within seven miles 
of the town." 

The crown continued possessed of Berkhamsted until King 
John granted it to Geoffi-ey Fitz Piers, Earl of Essex. This 
nobleman founded two hiospitals here, one dedicated to St. 
John the Baptist, the other to St. John the Evangelist, for 
lepers, and vested the guardianship of both, in the brothers of 
St. Thomas D* Acres, in London, obliging them, however, to 
spend the revenue in Berkhamsted, and not carry it elser 
where. 

Henry III. changed the market, which had been on Stmday, 
to Monday. That monarch, when he created his brother 
Richard, Earl of Cornwall, invested him with the castle and 
honour of Berkhamsted, as an appendage to the earldom. 
This earl, after having made two pilgrimages to the Holy Land, 
married his second wife, the daughter of .Raymond, Count of 
Provence, and sister of the Queen of England, whom he en- 
dowed at the church door of Westminster Abbey with the 
thirds portion of all his estates, and this of Berkhamsted among 
the rest. He was afterwards elected king of the Romans and 
died, leaving by his second wife, ELdmond, Ekui of Cornwall, 
who married Margaret, daughter of Richard de Clare, Earl of 
Gloucester and Hereford, from whom he was divorced, and 
living a life of discontent, founded the convent of Esserugge 
or AsHBiDGB, where he died without issue, and was buried near 
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his father, at Hales Abbey, in Gloucestershire. His nephew. 
King Edward I. was dechured his heir, who granted to Piers 
Gaveston, on his marriage with the king's sister, Berkhamsted, 
and all its royalties. By the death of this upstart favourite, 
the estate devolved to the crown; and £dward HI. having 
raised his brother. Prince John of Otham, to the earldom of 
Ccnuwall. he added to it the honour, castle, and town of Berk- 
hamsted, with other manors, to the value of two- thousand pounds 
per annum. Upon his decease, without issue, the same king be- 
stowed all these estates on his eldest son £dward, prince of 
Wales, sumamed the Black Prince, together with the dukedom 
of Cornwall, " to be held by him and his heirs, and the eldest 
sons of the kings of England." It has since descended from 
the crown to the successive' princes of Wales. 

There anciently belonged to the honour of Berkhamsted, 
no fewer than fifty* towns and hamlets in the counties of Herts, 
Bucks and Northampton ; and the tenants were accustomed to do 
their service at this town. This custom has, however, been 
relaxed ; the courts are held in each county, and the tenants 
pay a pecuniary consideration, to be excused from the above 
service. 

The town formerly sent members to parliament ; and it was 
incorporated by James I. (whose children were nursed here,) 
by the name of Bailiff and Burgesses, who might have a com- 
mon seal, purchase a council-house, make laws for the 
borough, and choose a recorder and town clerk; the bailiif. 
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recorder, and chief burgess, to be justices of the peace for the 
borough and liberties and they were to have a silver mace with 
the arms of Charles, Prince of Wales, engraved on it. 

During the war between Charles I. and the Parhament, this 
corporation sunk into obhvion. ** This body poHtic," says 
Salmon, " is now reduced to a skeleton ; and is like the castle, 
which is to be known only by its walls and moats." 

Thus far may be regarded as the ancient history of the town 
of Berkhamsted. The market in the present day is still held 
on Monday, but has become of little note. Tring on one side, 
and Hemd Hempstead on the other (at both which towns 
the markets are large), have no doubt contributed to its 
decay. The single broad street which almost alone constitutes 
the town, is a mile in length, of spacious dimensions, and presents 

a noble range of houses, the chief of which are ancient, in which 
the elegant, the respectable, and the mean are intermingled. 

At the London, or east end, is a choice specimen of the style of 

building of the early part of the seventeenth century, now a 

school. The projecting windows of diamond shaped glass, 

cover the greater portion of the building, and communicate to 

it an air of hghtness and beauty to which modem houses are 

strangers. As a contrast to this, we may mention another object 

worthy of note — the old market- house, which as respects its 

architecture, is nearly as ornamental to the town, as the new 

National Gallery is to Trafalgar Square in London, although the 

former has this advantage over the latter, that notwithstanding 
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its degraded style of architecture^ it doabtless fiiUy answers the 
purpose for which it was intended. 

Berkhamsted was of great note when the exiled Bourbons 
of France sought an asylum in this country. Louis XVIII, 
and after him Charles X. and fiEonily, lived at Hartwell House, 
about two miles from Aylesbury, and on their joumies to and 
from the metropolis, always honored the King's Arms with 
their custom, and as- their numerous royal and noble visitors 
at Hartwell did the same, this inn has entertained in turn nearly 
all the crowned heads in Ekirope, to the no small gratification 
and profit of the worthy Mr. Page — ^the present landlord. Not 
only also is "Miss Page," the landlord's accomplished 
daughter, to be mentioned in connection with the King's Arms 
and the Regal times above alluded to, but it belongs to the page 
of history to record, that so highly pleased was the monarch Louis 
with the attentions he received, and with the superior man- 
ners of this lady, that on her visit to Paris after his restoration, 
she was actually honored with an audience at the Tuilleries. — 
Miss Page has not only, however, been thus favourably known to 
and respected by princes and nobles whose day has passed, and 
left her possessed of a store of anecdotes which cannot fail to 
amuse her present visitors ; but besides these, there were very 
many commercial travellers who used regularly to make the 
King's Arms, at Berkhamsted, their Sunday rendezvous. 
Many of them are now no more, have become heads of tlie 
houses for which they used to journey, or withdrawn from 
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business altogether, are enjoying their otium cum dignitcUe, 
This well managed inn, however* from the combination of the 
various circumstances which have been enumerated, became 
celebrated throughout this and the neighbouring counties, and 
" mine host " and " sweet Ann Page " were extensively known 
and universally respected by all classes of travellers. 

In the present unexpected course of things, the town of 
Berkhamsted, it might be anticipated, would fall into com- 
plete decay : its posting business is nearly gone — ^the visits of 
commercial travellers are now ** few and far between/* and the 
stage-coaches and the bugle of the g^uard will probably but a 
very short time longer rouse the inhabitants at stated hours to 
"gaze upon the passengers with a curious eye," and bring 
profit to the inn-keepers. But luckily the town, although a 
sufferer from these changes of fortune, has, by the Railroad, 
been brought within' one hour and a quarter of London, and 
unless we are mistaken, its pure air wiU render it a desirable 
suburb of the great metropolis, whilst its scenery and ruins are 
well calculated to attract and gratify the visitor for a day or two 
in the summer season — especially if the visit be extended to 
Ashridge Park and other picturesque scenery in its vicinity. 

THE CASTLE. 

This once important building was of an oval form and sur- 
rounded by a double ditch and ramparts of earth, which still 
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remain. The outer one forms an elevated promenade of about 
1700 feet in circuit and the sides of the ramparts having been 
recently planted with trees, an agreeable walk is formed, which 
extends round nearly the whole of the distance. The entire 
site, ditches included, measures about eleven acres. Within 
the second rampart are considerable remains of the Castle 
walls which were of great thickness, and now vary in height, 
even in their ruined and reduced condition, from 18 to 24 feet. 
They are overtopped and shrouded with a most luxuriant 
growth of ivy. The walls are formed of flints embedded in 
mortar, but do not retain any marks of ornaments. South-east of 
the area is a high artificial mount on which the " Keep " for- 
merly stood. It is called, locally, the "Tower Hill" and 
measures about 40 feet in diameter on the top. A wall now 
overgrown with trees, shrubs and brambles, runs to its summit. 
On digging within the walls, two brick floors, or pavements, one 
a few feet under the other have been found, and the ruins of 
the gate, or entrance, still exist on the south side, upon the 
rampart close to the high road between the Castle and its new 
companion the Railway. The site of the Castle appears to 
have been well chosen, being the only high and dry ground in 
the immediate vicinity of the town, but yet it, is worthy of 
remark, that like many others of ancient date, it ia commanded 
by a hill at a very small distance from it, which seems to prove 
that the range of the machines used formerly in sieges was 
very limited. 
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The ancient history of this Castie'may be found in " Grose's 
AntiqnitieSj" from which we have collected the scattered dates 
and condensed in a chronological form, the following interesting 
account of its various possessors from the year 697 to 1609, 
after which it appears to have fallen into decay. 

A. D. 697. — ^In possession of the Mercian Kings. Withred, 

King of Kent and Mercia, here held a great 
council where divers laws printed in Chauney's 
History of Herts were enacted. 

1066. — ^After the Battle of Hastings, William the Con- 
queror here halted for some days with his army, 
and received the oaths of allegiance of the 
British Lords and Nobles. 

1206. — 7th of John, who granted the Castle and honour 
of Berkhamsted to Jeofirey Fitzpiers, £arl of 
Essex. 

1215. — 16th John. The Castle and town again vested in 
the Crown, and Rannulph the German, ap- 
pointed by the King to the custody thereof. 

1^16. — Louis the Dauphin of France invaded this realm, 
and laid siege to the Castle. The garrison 
taking advantage of the negligence of the 
besiegers, made two successful sallies, taking 
divers chariots and a Banner. 
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1218. — 2d Henry III. Castle again in the Crown, and by 
that king given to his younger brother Richard, 
for his good services at the siege of Riole, in 
France. 

1300. — Reverted to the Crown on the death of Edmund, 
Earl of Cornwall, founder of the College of 
Bonhomes. 

1308. — 1st Edward II., granted to Piers Gaveston, 
Earl of Cornwall, who, being executed, the 
Castle came again into the possession of the 
Crown. 

1311 . — 4th Edward III., granted to John of Etham, Earl of 
Cornwall, 2nd son to Edward II., who died 
without issue, when it descended to Edward the 
Black Prince. 

1388.— 2nd Richard II. When Robert de. Vear was ad- 
vanced to the title of Duke of Ir^and, he had 
liberty to reside in the Castle. 

1400. — Henry of Monmouth, afterwards King Heniy V., 
possessed the Castle, honour and town. 

1422. — Henrv of Windsor, eldest son of Edward V., was 
the possessor. 

o 
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1454. — ^Edward of Westminster, eldest son of Henry of 
Windsor, was the possessor. 

1461. — Henry IV., granted the stewardship the first year 
of his reign, to John, Lord Wenlock, one of his 
privy Counsellors. Richard the HI., said to 
have heen bom here. 

1560. — Queen Elizabeth demised the site, circuit and 
precincts to Sir Edward Carey, for a term of 
years, under the yearly rent of a red rose, pay- 
able to the Queen. 

1609. — It descended to another Sir Edward Carey, suc- 
cessor of the above, and was afterwards annexed 
to the Dukedom of Cornwall, and appropriated 
to the Princes of Wales in succession. 

On perambulating the outer rampart, we were struck with 
the appearance of an extra heap of earth and ruins, at what 
appeared to be three equally distant points, and on very carefully 
measuring the ground, as it now exists, with all the inequalities 
time and change have made upon it, we found that the distances 
between each mound, were respectively, 262, 264, and 310 
yards; doubtless, these sites were the ancient towers of the 
outer rampart of the Castle, and originally equi-distant, or nearly 
so from each other, and the matter we deem the more worthy of 
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notice, not being aware that any previous visitors have left 
behind a record of the fact, or that any notice of it exists in the 
numerous vohnnes which have been devoted to the topography 
and antiquities of Hertfordshire. 



A VISIT TO BERKHAMSTED CASTLE. 



The pleasure-seeking tourist of our day, 
Here marks the labours of the olden time. 

And gazing on proud Berkhamsted's decay, 
Finds subjects not less solemn than sublime. 

Cemented flints their facings torn away. 
Of ruin tell, while smiling in its prime. 

The blooming ivy beautifies the scene. 

Embellishing grim walls with lively green. 

It is a spot that aptly may be made 
The favorite theme of antiquarian lore. 

While sheltered by the elm's o'erhanging shade, 
We strive the fallen watch-towers to restore, 

And the strong keep that from yon hill displayed 
The flag which to the foe defiance bore, 

Seeming to tell, " Besieged we firm remain. 

Threaten ye may, but all your threats are vain." 
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Here tyrant Richard first beheld the light. 
As we from history and tradition learn. 

The joyous beauty and her steel-cased knight 
Trod on this ground, the gay, the grave in turn 

Who shone in courts, or conquered in the fight : 
Long since they shared the same sepulchral urn; 

And of the pageants ancient minstrels sung. 

No tale now lingers on the peasant's tongue. 

Where are the nodding plumes, the glittering spear. 
The arquebus, the battle-axe, the bow ? 

All, — in such active use through many a year. 
Are with the hands that wielded them laid low. 

And " the last enemy " it would appear 
Has worked his own predicted overthrow : 

The dismal work of stopping human breath. 

Has been arrested by the hand of death. 

Explore the double trench, and thoughtful race. 
The mo at which all unheeded wanders round, 

The vanished portal, and the ample space 
Enclosed, — once guarded, by the high raised mound! 

How vividly we feel that in such place 
War's clarion erst was no unusual sound. 

But all its triumphs and defeats forgot. 

The castle becomes garden to a cot ! 

Trees are the only sentinels that now 
Are ranged where formerly stood armed men. 

Where awful care sat on the hero's brow. 
The housewife now pursues the straying hen, 
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Where thousand hearts fulfilling Knighthood's vow. 

Beat high for glory} issuing from his den. 
One champion now appears, man's friend and slave, 
A little cur most faithful and most brave. 

He, when the stranger seeks his master's home. 
Impetuous to attack, his powers will strain, 

To scare th' intruder, seem with rage to foam. 
And soothed, or menaced with profound disdain. 

Regards th' imknown though from a lordly dome. 
And would do more than bark, but for his chain ; 

Pythagoras in him, some chief of old. 

Would deem revived, unmoved by fear or gold.* 

Myriads of leaves on mound and *' Tower Hill " — 
So called that hill, where once the Donjon rose, 

TeU of the waning year and Winter's chill. 
But in the cheerless time of frost and snows 

These vestiges are interesting still 

To him whose breast with reverend ardour glows. 

While ebbing life is felt receding fast. 

To read the by-gone glories of the past. 



* As the writer approached a cottage which stands within the area 
of the ruins, a small dog rushed from his kennel and intimated strong 
displeasure at the intruding freedom of a stranger. The latter by speech 
and gestures endeavoured to make peace with the animal, but in vain. 
Subsequently, being armed with a stick, one blow of which would 
have killed the dog, he raised it threatingly to awe him into silence. 
Even this fidled ; and the fearless guardian, without retreating a single 
itep, continued his most zealous opposition. 

o 2 
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THE CHURCH 

is dedicated to St. Peter, and consists of a square embattled 
tower having an octagonal staircase at the south-east angle 
and is adorned with four handsome gothic windows. The inte- 
rior consists of a nave with two side aisles and two chapels or 
chantries : that on the south side is called the chapel of St. John. 
A number of inscriptions of ancient date are found in all parts 
of the church from which we first select as worthy of note two 
in the aforesaid chapel. They are in black letter cut in brass 
and placed upon the floor. 

The first is as follows : — 

Jtnttvdf ^tntQlnmUy late ittbsint \mta tfyt nofile ptixutiit ftalrse 
Ceqjle, jBritt^tiit ol 9otktt anlr mat^tt \mta tl)t toarQs 9&tiis 
((^HtDsrlre tfyt fouti^ otOr 30iia^axtst t^t t^ixtst, in'^it^ KaOr )0iabext 
Sncmt fsitls at tt^t ssctU ^toetj^ng i^i^kmtiit tt^t firxit ^tax af tfyt 
veijSn at Hing %etirs tt^t WM. xx^an ix>f^ait iaul, Slefiu f^abt merq?. 

Henry VII. began to reign in 1485, which fixes the date of 
the death of the above Robert Incent. On consulting ** Lan- 
quette's Chronicles," a curious black letter book pubhshed in 
the year 1560, 
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we find four notices of the 
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a malady, which at the time spread alarm far and wide, it 
heing considered a scourge almost exclusively confined to Eng- 
lishmen, whether at home or in Foreign Countries, as will 
he seen in the subjoined extracts from the Chronicles just 
mentioned. 

^. m. USb.^^tibittityins^idmtiitheQmntfjjirit in englonlr, 
tti t^e lD|)t4ie a tnatUr^rfttll muUttuIre isitts fox 
lad^ at gaalr it^tng. 

1528 -^t iKoeatsng iidMtiit rage^ in tfibivi paxtti 
at (Ihislanlre. 

i530.^Cl^e fttntat^nfi iitkntiit ht^tti MxnAKntt, anlr 
fsxtxt $art at ^txmsniHf in'^txeat httn manji tr|^etr» 
anlr tipttinUjn in Slntlnetpe, foi^txt in t^xet tSKiti 
^Ktt, it cantfumetr h. "fyuvitsx^ iftxiava. 

1552 — jEn dhiglantre t^iA iummtx toiui a htxjuttiKns^aui 
Ooitattf fxi^txeot a ^reat numlba: ts^tts tDtti^tn tfyt 
i^Ett of Knu^t ox alrase afto: i^tui iaytxe fpriit 
taltm. tS^t m&ntx of t^ii iKotate foiui iw^, tfyat 
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mt mtn tsjfi ta&e tavXHt oulfDarlrljfe, it ittekt t^e 
in»f ate in, antr immttfixUlu %^Uf^ t^tim. Mt^ttn 
fBtvtiit^t htxiitXaitf antr inii^ mansclaat^eityit 
itHpUtf tt^tm^ antr tsMalb^ nature. M Q^es inttt 
tf uSerelr ta iflea^e, comnuinli^ Q^es irolnnelr in Q^eir 
iflea|ie» anir ia tftfaxttfSf ox M immelriatels tt|uin 
t^tixtBttk^nzt. 3Beiaremen|)alrIearnelrQ^emanfr 
at JnqfinUf an infinite number jper^i^e^* Q^ui 
iriiieaire tonotoelr engluEriimen air toell t»it]^in tl^e 
Xlealme, aiT alito in ittraunge contre^eji. tSOI^ere' 
tore tfyii nation tnaif muc|)e attrlre at it, ants tar 
t|)e t|;ime» tieganne ta r^ent anir rememiber <Satf 
tram tol^am t^at ^lajg^ue mifi^t toel iteme ta ht imt 
amange ui» Mnt aji tfyt fsnit&it in t|;ime relentetr 
io aur tfefiatian aliTa in iT^arte iSpace Irecacelr. 

Hume says on this subject that this year (1485) " there raged 
at this time in London, and other parts of the kingdom, a spe- 
cies of malady unknown to any other ages or nation, the sweat- 
ing sickness, which occasioned the sudden death of great mul- 
titudes ; though it seemed not to be propagated by any conta- 
gious infection, but arose from the general disposition of the air 
and of the human body. In less than twenty-four hours, the 
patient commonly died or recovered ; but when the pestilence 
had exerted its fury for a few weeks, it was observed, either 
from alterations in the air, or from a more proper regimen 
which had been discovered, to be considerably abated.'* 
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The second inscription runs thus : — 

**1ittt l^ei^ hnt^0s utUrer t^j^i itont t^t hats^t at Statersn?, 
iumti^mt t^t to^f at ISixfbtrt Snont, ^evit^ fat^tt antr mutfytv 
nnta Bo^n Itattnt, Sactar 0! ^t £aloe» tofio hatfy tsant toKviji 
htmSta xtas oxtmmmta SiHbm vmta tt^ii ^n^tlat ^asnt Slnf^n, 
in^^e iTaCtr Slatersne tsitts t^t f S ts«Qt at tSUix^f t^t fM ptux 
of tt^e vtispx at Hfng ftrnqn ^B3L 

Henry VIII. began to reign in 1509, and consequently, 
Catherine, the wife of the preceding Robert Incent, died in the 
year 1521, outliving her hu^and 36 years. It is worthy of 
remark, that neither of these inscriptions record the ages of the 
defunct, an omission seldom met with in the present day. 

In the chapel on the opposite, or north side of the nave, is 
a monument of high antiquity, it not being known to whom it 
belonged.* On an altar tomb, richly carved, are placed recum- 
bent figures of a knight in armour, and on his right side that 
of a lady. His feet are supported by a Lion, and hers by a 
Dog, but from the circumstance of the shields, on the east end 
of the tomb, bearing the same arms as another monument in 
the aisle, with an inscription in brass to the memory of Richard 
Torrington and Margaret his wife ; it is conjectured that they 
are members of- the same family. The brass has outlived the 
stone, and informs us that of these worthy people (who are 
stated to have rendered great pecuniary services to the church), 

* See the Plate. 
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Richard died in 1336, and his wife in 1349. Nearly five cen- 
turies have rolled over their tombs, and yet the name of Tor- 
rington remains an honourable record of their charitable 
munificence ! 

There is still one other inscription in the chapel of St. John, 
to a monk, named " Edmund! Cook, qui obiit, 24 die, mensis 
Junii, A. D. 1409 " — and on a label, issuing from the mouth of 
a figure, representing his effigy, " Jesu fili die miserere mei," 
" Jesus Son of God have mercy upon me," not an inappropriate 
prayer for a monk" 

In the south-east comer of the church, in what has formerly 
been a chapel for Catholic worship, but subsequently taken pos- 
session of as a family cemetery — are two brass plates fixed on 
the wall — ^the first is to the memory of 

*' John Waterhouse, Gent., deceased the 11th day of August, 
in anno 1558, and Margaret, his wife, deceased the 10th daye 
of January, in annum dicto, which John and Margaret had 
issue, viz. — John, Thomas, William, Edward, Arthur and 
Charles," — -five of these surnames being the names of Kings* 

The second is of later date. — 

" Hereunder lieth interred the bodye of the worthy ladie. Dame 
Margaret Waterhouse, deceased, daughter of Thomas Spillman , 
of Chart, in the county of Kent, Esq., in memorie of whose 
vertues, and his dearest love. Sir Edward Waterhouse, Knight, 
hath caused this monument to be erected. Shee died the 6th 
day of July 1587, aged 38, and hee the 13th November, aged 
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55, and lies buried with his last wife. Dame Deborah, at the 
manor of Woodchm'ch in Kent." 

In the vestry is a painting, representing the entrance to the 
Castle of Berkhamsted. It consists of a gateway, surmounted 
by a massive tower, and having a smaller tower on each side ; 
on the latter, flags are displayed bearing the red cross. 

BGRKHAMSTBD, ST. MABT's, 

otherwise called Northchurch, is a parish one mile from Berk- 
hamsted, St. Peter's, on the road towards Tring, The church 
has been lately renovated. The altar is decorated with a modem 
painting of the Virgin and Child, after Vandyke, of no mean 
merit, and another objectof interest, is a curiously and elabo- 
rately carved "old Oak Chest" which would fmnishamodel 
for sculptors of the present day. In the church- 3rard is a simple 
inscription — to the memory of 

PETER, 

TBE WILD BOT, 

1785. 

* 

whose history is enlarged upon in a brass tablet, placed on the 
eastern wall within the church, and perpetuates his singular 
fate as foUows: — His likeness is also engraved above the 
inscription. 

" To the memory of Peter, called the wild boy, who being 
found wild in the forest of Hertswald near Hanover, in the year 
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1 725 ; he was then supposed to be about twelve years old. In the 
following year he was brought to England by order of Queen 
Caroline, and the ablest masters were provided for him, but 
proving incapable of speaking, or of receiving any instruction, 
a comfortable provision was made for him by her majesty at a 
farm-house in this parish, where he continued to the end of his 
inoffensive life. — He died on the 22nd of February 1785, sup- 
posed to be aged 72." 

At the King's Arms, at Berkhamsted, there is a portrait of 
this remarkable individual, towards whom pubUc curiosity was 
once most powerfully attracted. He was found in the woods by 
King George the first, afterwards brought to England, and a 
residence assigned to him at a farm-house kept by a Mr. Fenn, 
in this neighbourhood, where he hved many years. 

The dogs found the wandering human being, and pursued him 
as they would the game they were originally sent to hunt. He 
was naked, with the exception of part of a shirt collar round his 
neck. To escape the hounds he fled with great trepidation, and 
finally took refuge in a hollow tree where he was ultimately 
secuired. 

Mr. Page, the respectable landlord of th6 King's Arms Inn, 
in which he has been established more than half a century, and 
who has now reached the age of ninety years, is perfectly con- 
versant with the history of Peter, to whom he was well known. 
He confirms the general account given of him as to his habits, 
but controverts the statement that he never laughed. Mtichof 
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the time of this child of the woods seemed to pass in a mirthful 
mood. Though he could not speak in the common way, he 
succeeded in articulating a word or two. When asked " who 
was his father," a question which was often jocularly put to him 
for the sake of the answer which it was expected to elicit, he 
would reply in a guttural tone,, " King George." It was at- 
tempted to make him work on the farm, hut for this Peter had 
very httle taste. At times when the labourers were loading a 
cart with farm produce, he would " lend a hand " and do as 
well as the other men. He, however, required constant superin- 
tendance. On one occasion, being left to himself to cart a load 
of manure, he set about the work with active industry, but 
having filled the cart, he jumped into it and proceeded to unload 
it. He would fetch the cows home, but sometimes when told 
to do so, he would refuse by shaking his head and making a 
low* grumbling noise. His disinclination to work, however, 
Mr. Page states* has in some instances been very speedily 
removed, by the exhibition of a whip, which it may thence be 
inferred, though he was never treated with severity, had occa- 
sionally come in contact with his person. He would drink beer 
or ale, and liquors, especially gin, with great eagerness, and 
testify his approbation of such a treat by clapping his hands. 

For the other sex he manifested no partiality. He would run 
after children, not in anger, but in order to caress them. Indeed, 
as stated in the tablet above transcribed, his was truly an inof- 
fensive life. His strange demeanor might offend, but he 

H 
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attempted to harm no one. Anything like chastisement, seemed 
to alarm, rather than to irritate. 

Peter could not be taught good manners. The polite obser- 
vances of a country village were too much for him. Whoever 
might be in the parlour of the King's Arms, . Peter without 
troubling himself to knock at the door, would burst in without 
ceremony. Nor was it only at the Inn that he acted thus. Any 
private house in the town that he felt inclined to enter, he would 
invade in the same abrupt manner. 

He was, for the most part, pretty well watched by those to 
whose care he had been confided. From Government they 
received an allowance of thirty-five pounds per annum, this 
perhaps for a human being of his habits, was, looking at the 
then price of the necessaries of life, and the low rents, as much 
as seventy pounds per annum would be now. When he entered 
a house where company was assembled, it was usual for some 
one who knew him to caution strangers against being alarmed, 
as the intruder was perfectly harmless. He loved finery, and 
would seem much pleased with a lady's gay attire, down which 
he would pass his hand with evident admiration. A shewy coat 
in like manner, attracted his notice, and bright buttons found 
especial favour in his eyes. He frequentiy testified the warmth 
of his approbation by the legitimate and civilized mode of ex- 
pressing applause, as it is considered in some cases, of clapping 
his hands. This act he resorted to, not merely when any object 
pleased his eye, but anything soothed his mind, such as it was. 
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In his situation no very remarkable adventure could be expected 
to disturb "the even tenor of his way/' but one incident 
, occurred which is worth recalling. On some occasion he happened 
to elude the observation of his friends or keepers, and strayed 
away. Every search which humane anxiety could suggest was 
made for the wanderer, but in vain. Those who were acquainted 
with the harmless incapacity of Peter, little dreamed what had be- 
fallen him. Having got into Norfolk, he had actually been appre- 
hended as a spy, in the interest of the Pretender. His bushy 
beard, and generally his uncouth appearance, had caused it to 
be supposed that he was a foreigner, and his inability to speak, 

r 

was dearly construed into a singular instance of cunning whidi 
thus aimed at guarding against the possibility of its being known 
to what country the prisoner belonged. The suspicious cir- 
cumstances under which he had been taken up, were advertised 
in " the Hue and Cry " with a description of his person and 
manner, and these led to his being discovered by those who 
were seeking him. It was fortunate for him that this happened 
soon, for the treatment the poor creature received as a sus- 
pected spy, was so different to that to which he had been 
accustomed, that it threw him into a state of the most profound 
melancholy, dnd he obstinately refused food. When the person 
sent to effect his release,' entered the place of his confinement 
the unfortunate testified the comfort he derived from recog* 
nising a fieice that he had known before, by clapping his hands 
with joyful vivacity. One night while he was detained, a fire 
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broke out. He was anxiously sought for, and when found, was 
sitting quietly in a comer, enjopng the Ught and warmth very 
much, and not at all frightened. 

Peter lived in the reigns of George the first, George the 
second, and George the third. In the time of this last named 
monarch, and not .very long before Peter's death, " the wild 
boy," as he was still called, was by royal command taken to 
Court. Nothing is reported oi his visit there, save that he 
himself seemed gratified by what he saw. — Before taking him 
there, however, he was dealt with in a way well calculated to 
disappoint the curiosity which called him to the presence of the 
Great. He was shaved, and dressed in the livery of the King's 
servants. In this disguise it could hardly be said that the Court 
had an opportunity of seeing ** Peter the Wild Boy." 

To the last, the habits of his wild companions of the forest 
were those which he preferred. When drinking, to him it was 
more convenient to fall on his knees, and lap from a vessel 
placed on the ground, than to raise what he was to take to his 
lips. Though he was supposed to understand the words com- 
monly addressed to him, his capacity in this way was extremely 
limited. It need hardly be added, that no religious impression 
could be made on a being like Peter. When sickness came over 
him, he so far resembled the rest of mankind, as to exhibit 
depression of spirits and distaste for food. He died after having 
been redeemed from the woods threescore years. His funeral 
was by order, similar to that of a reppectable tradesman. Mr. 
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Page, from whom many of the fects here collected have been 
obtained, was one of the pall-bearerB, the only one now alive. 

Sometime after the intennent, a person came to Berkhamsted 
who represented himself to have journeyed from Hanover, and 
was desirous of having the corpse exhumed, application was 
made to the minister, who refused permission to disturb the 
remains. The stranger menticmed a high price, which he said 
he would have given for the head of the deceased, and it was 
shrewdly suspected that he did not depart till the object of his 
coming had been accomplished. By some it was supposed, that 
the application was connected with an attempt to identify the 
deceased. Considering that sixty years had passed since he was 
taken in the woods, during all which long period much better 
oppcntunities were constantly oflFered for satisfying such an 
enquiry, than would be offered by possessing the corpse, this 
conjecture must be admitted as very improbable. It would be 
much more reasonable to suppose, that the head was wanted to 
assist the early enquiries of the Phrenologists, whose doctrines 
then began to attract great attention in Grermany. 

With respect to his birth and parentage, nothing has yet 

transpired. It was reported that a widower of Inchtinger had 

had a dumb child who, having been lost in the woods in 1723, 

returned home again ; but on his father's second marriage, was 

driven out again by his step-mother. At the time he was 

found, he must have been for a long time an inhabitant of the 

woods. The fishermen of the Weser, had seen at different 

H 2 
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points on th^ banks of the river, a poor naked boy, and bad 
given bim something to eat. He bad not been beard to speak, 
and wben Peter was discovered, was supposed to be tbe same. 

We find tbe precedmg accoimt of Peter, in all its main par- 
ticulars, corroborated in various works. There was a peculiarity 
in the formation of bis left hand — ^two of tbe fingers being 
united by. a web up to the- middle joint. It was in tbe Bride- 
well of tbe city of Norwich that Peter was confined wben he 
strayed away — having doubtless gone, in one of bis walks, 
beyond tbe bounds of his knowledge — and in the House erf 
Correction, of that place, be was punished as a " sturdy " 
vagrant. There is a long notice of bim in tbe Grentleman's 
Magazine, for May 1785, and in Vol. 55, of the same work, 
written by Lord Monboddo, who paid him a visit in bis 
retreat in Hertforddiire. 
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Thb seat of the Bridgewater family being situated two miles 
from this place amidst scenery of the most interesting character, 
w,e annex the following accomit of it for which we are chiefly 
indebted to Hnghson. 

Ashridge Abbey is situated in the parish of Pitston, in Bucks. 
" The house of Bonehomes, called Assecherugge/' says Leland, 
" of the foundation of Edmund, Earl of Cornwall, is two miles 
off Berkhamsted, and there the King lodged." Norden de- 
scribed Ashridge as a royal palace, " wherein our most worthy 
and ever fietmous Queene Elizabeth lodged as in her owne, being 
then a more statelie house, at the time of Wyatt's attempte in 
Queene Marye's dayes." In 1554, Elizabeth; being n'ow 
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become the public and avowed object of Mary's aversion, and 
being openly treated with much disrespect and insult, thought 
it most prudent to leave the court and retire to her house at 
Ashridge. During this period she was accompanied by Sir 
Thomas Pope, and others, more as spies than attendants. Sir 

« 

Thomas Wyatt's rebellion having broke out, to oppose the 
queen's match with Phihp of Spain, it was immediately pre- 
tended that the princess Elizabeth, in conjunction with Lord 
Courtenay, afterwards Earl of Devon, was privately concerned 
in that dangerous conspirs^^y, and that they held conferences 
with the traitors. The princess was consequently summoned 
to court ; and notwithstanding her governors sent word that 
she was ill in health, and unfit to traval. Sir Edward Hastings, 
Sir Thomas Cornwall, and ^Sir Edward Southwell, attended by 
a troop of horse, were ordered to bring her to London. They 
found her confined to her bed at Ashridge ; but under pretence 
of the strictness of their commission, they compelled her to 
rise ; and still continuing very weak and indisposed, she pro- 
ceeded in the queen's litter by slow journeys, to London. 
After her release she changed her abode from this place for 
Hatfield, where she principally resided until she succeeded to 
the crown. 

The Collegiate Church in which lay the remains of Lord 
Chief Justice Bryan, Sir Thomas and Sir John Denham, and 
other persons of distinction, was demolished in the reign of 
EUzabeth. The great hall and the cloisters, were entire in the 
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year 1800. The hall, had a rich Gothic roof, and pointed 
windows ; and was enriched with fluted pillars on the sides. 
This beautifhl specimen of ancient architecture, though to all 
appearance, in good repair, was pulled down by the late Duke of 
Bridgewater, and the materials sold piece-meal: the cloisters, 
which were to have shared the same fate, were standing in the 
year 1802, after the demolition of the other buildings, but had 
sustained considerable injury by the pulling down of the adjoin- 
ing walk. The roof of the cloisters were of Tottemhoe stone ; 
wrought with various ornaments, which remained very entire. 
Among these occurred the arms of the foimder, and those of 
the monastery (a holy lamb standing on the sepulchre and 
holding a banner). The side walls were ornamented with 
paintings in fresco, well designed, representing the history of 
Our Saviour (some parts of which serve to support a wall on 
the side of the high road at Tring, towards Aylesbury). Some 
of the figures had been well preserved, but most of them had 
sustained more or less injury from the damp. The park is ^ve 
miles in circumference, and consists of hill and dale beautifally 
varied, covered with ine turf, and shaded with the finest 
trees of oak, beech, ash, &c. and has truly the striking fea- 
tures of an ancient majestic park. Within the old house, were 
many fine family portraits, but no strangers are at present 
allowed to view them. 
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From the station at Pendley which is one of the ancient manors 
belonging to the district of Tring, the traveller finds his way to 
the town by a tortuous road nearly two miles in extent * ; on 
entering Tring on the left, through an opening formed by a 
broad avenue of noble trees, the mansion belonging to Mr. Kay 
(at present in the occupation of Mr. Hankey, the Banker), is 
discovered. The house is less remarkable for architectural 
beauty than for the place it occupies in history ; the site having 
been chosen by Charles II. as a residence for one of his favorites, 
the celebrated Nell Gwynn. The present mansion was erected 
by Sir Christopher Wren. The park, however, in which it 



* The Tring people are determined not to be behind the age. A 
new road is already marked out from the town to the Railway in a 
straight line of a mile and a half in length. 
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stands is a truly' magnificent sample of that woodland scenery 
for which England boasts pre-eminence over all other comitries. 
If the traveller chooses the chief inn — ^the Rose and Crown — 
for his sojourn, we recommend him to lose no time in ascen- 
ding an eminence towards the south-west behind the inn, 
(called Stubbing's Wood) and he will make the agreeable dis- 
covery, that a town placed apparently in a flat and uninteresting 
sitijation, is in reality surrounded on all sides by the picturesque. 
The extensive view from this point, embraces at one coup d'osil, 

I 

those objects which he may afterwards visit in detail, or at 
least aH those within the circle we prescribe to ourselves. The 
town, embosomed in a profusion of forest trees, amongst which 
the graceful Beech and the majestic Chestnut predominate — 
the reservoirs for supplying the Grand Junction Canal in times 
of drought — ^the hill of Ivinghoe, high and bleak — ^the column 
at Aldbury , erected by the Countess of Bridgewater — ^ 
Leighton Buzzard Church in the neighbouring county of 
Bedford, distant nine miles — and finally the chalky line of the 
Railroad sweeping off to the westward, the noble innovation 
of 9rt among the grander works of nature. It may iiot be 
amiss to introduce here a few words for the antiquarian. Tring 
was a place of great note when king Alfred divided this 
country into hundreds, and from the ancient name of " Treung** 
the present corruption of Trino is derived. It bore the former' 
name when. the Norman Conqueror*, came amongst us "at 

* The curfew is still rung at Tring during the winter months. 
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which time there were two mills on the stream rented at nine 
shillings per year each.*' In 1148, king Stephen founded the 
church of Feversham in Kent, and gave to the abhot and 
monks thereof, the manor of Tring in perpetual alms (doubtless 
not then dreaming of Henry VIII.) to pray for the souls of 
Maude his queen and all faithful people. King Edward II., in 
the ninth year of his reign granted to the said abbot of Fever- 
sham, and the monks in the manor of Tring, a market to be held 
on Friday which is still kept on that day. This manor was 
held by the abbots of Tring, until the ruthless mind of Henry 
VIII. 4 willed its dissolution — when it shared the fate of all the 
monastic estabhshments in the country and became the property 
of the crown. 

THE CHURCH. 

We have seldom seen a temple dedicated to Christian wor- 
ship, in a Provincial town, of such large dimensions ; whilst it 
is one of the number still seen, whose gothic columns and 
arches, have not yet been ruined by the adoption of that modem 
innovation called " Galleries." The walls are remarkably 
scanty in Monuments, but within the precincts of the Altar is 
a splendid effort of sculpture, to the memory of Sir William 
Gore^ Knight and Alderman of London, and his Lady. The 
Rectory of Tring belongs to the Dean and Chapter of Christ 
Church, Oxford, who are obliged to find a Curate to officiate 
at Tring, Wigginton and Long Marston (the present stipend 
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we understand, is only one hundred and fifty pounds per 
annum). The church is in the Deanery of Berkhamsted — 
diocese of Lincohi, and has a ring of six bells. There are an- 
cient slabs within the chancel, dated 1639, 1653 and 1658 ; 
and a coat of arms of the Lake family, in ancient glass, in the 
north window, quarterly foiff crescents, — or and azure counter- 
changed. The building is of free stone, very appropriately 
covered with stucco^equivalent in our estimation to silvering 
gold. The parish of Wigginton is upon the high ground to 
the eastward of Tring park, and the inhabitants possess very 
extensive pasturage rights — the " Common " extending nearly 
five miles in a direct Hne, as £80* as Chesham, in the neigh- 
bouring county of Bucks. 

The church is dedicated to St. Peter and St. Paul, and the 
internal part was repaired and beautified in the year 1714, at 
the sole expense of the above mentioned Gore, who then occu- 
pied the mansion in Tring Park. He died in 1 707, and his 
Lady 1705. 

One of the branches of the river Thames rises on the south 
east, in this parish, from two separate springs — one called 
Dundell Head, and the other Bulbome Head, and then runs by 
Box-Moor into Oxfordshire. 

The town of Tring is seated upon the Ikenild Street, one of 
the four Roman Consular ways, constructed by the Romans, 
during their possession of this country for the passage of their 
armies, &c.; it may not be amiss to enumerate them here : — 
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The " Foss-way," extended from Totness in Devonshire to 
Caithness in Scotland. 

The " Ermin Street," or " Hermin Street," ran from St. 
David's to Southampton, having several smaller roads branching 
from it, called " vicinal ways." 

The " Watling Street " where perfect, is still one of the 
finest causeways in England. It commences at Dover, and ends 
at Cardigan, in South Wales, running through St. Alban's, 
Dunstable, Towcester, Atherstone and Shrewsbury. 

The " Ikenild Street " extended from Yarmouth in Norfolk, 
the eastern part of the kingdom of the Iceni (from whom it 
derived its name), to Barley in Hertfordshire, giving in its 
course, name to several villages, as Ickworth, /cArlingham, and 
Ickleton. From Barley to Royston, in Cambridgeshire, it 
divides the counties of Cambridge and Hertford. From Ick- 
leford it runs to TRING, crosses Buckinghamshire and Oxford- 
shire, passes the Thames at Goring, and extends to the western 
part of England. 

Whilst these historical details are fresh in the mind of the 
traveller, if he walk to the western extremity of the town, he 
will observe on the right hand, in a large garden enclosed by a 
wall, a building formed of brick and ribbed with oak, bearing 
unequivocal marks of age — ^this is no other than the Monastery 
ofTring — although now converted into the residence of a fiEum- 
er, and used in this present nineteenth century as a lodging 
house for travellers of the working class, in which there were at 
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thexperiod of GOT visit, at least one hundred persons congre- 
gated — chiety Railway labourers, appropriately enjoying their 
home-brewed alexin the very kitchen of the monks. The Dor- 
mitories and Cells may be visited by permission of the tenant. 
In the former there are some remains of carvings which seem 
originally to have represented something of the "pomp of 
heraldry/' probably in commemoration of some gift or bequest 
which a pious life or death-bed penitence had bestowed. The 
chambers were lofty and vaulted, and even in decay, inspire an 
interest somewhat akin to awe. It has been found convenient 
in late years, probably, while the building was occupied as a 
workhouse to ** curtail the fair proportions " of the HaH, by in- 
troducing a new floor and ceiling, and the apartment thus 
gained between the new floor and the original roof, is now used 
as a tap by the Bankers, as the excavators are called, who now 
lodge in a part of the old Priory. The kitchen has had its di- 
mensions abated, but the original fire-place remains. What 
was the chapel, or part of it, is at present occupied as a stable. 
We in vain look for the original form of the windows of the 
refectory or principal Hall, as the assaults of Time had made it 
necessary to repair the external wall when the old window was 
taken out. On renewing the floor of one of the apartments, 
the present occupier found that a considerable number of human 
bodies had been there deposited. Whether the sepulchral vault 
of the religious establishment formerly existed on that spot, or 
whether the bones thus unexpectedly discovered, were the 
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remams of victiins to those crimes which history assures us were 
but too frequently perpetrated in the ancient monasteries, can 
now be only matter of conjecture. They have been left undis- 
turbed in their resting place. The present occupant, Mr. Beal, 
an intelligent farmer, and his fisur consort, cheerfully show to 
the curious visitor, all that is most remarkable in their ancient 
dwelling and obligingly give every information in their power. 
A votary of the Muses who lately called on them, furnished us 
with the following Stanzas which were suggested by what he 
saw and heard there. 
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The world goes round, I see it here. 

For yonder venerable pile — 
Where lazy monks breathed vows austere. 

Is now the scene of cheerful toil. 
No more the sternly thundered doom. 

Turns the offending brother pale. 
But song and chorus in its room. 

Aid mirth, inspired by home-brew'd ale. 
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O ! if some potent pencil drew. 

The beings fonned of flesh and blood» 
Once here, and b^e them meet our view. 

With beads and crosses, cowl and hood ! 
How vast the contrast their bold face. 

Affecting commerce with the sky. 
Would give to those who now their place. 

So unpresumingly supply. 



Here rose to Heaven the matin hymn. 

And here was heard the vesper song. 
Here was indulged each sainted whim. 

Which seemed devotion to prolong, 
Not that indeed these holy folks. 

Through all their pilgrimage on earth. 
Unceasing warfare made oti jokes. 

Or revelry or madd'ning mirth. 



'Twas theirs the veil o'er others' eyes. 

To bind with no unskilful hand. 
To give,— their dupes— a Heaveily prize ; 

Themselves, — the fatness of the land. 
They loved a well-provided board. 

Which might the richest dainties boast. 
The wine and Ippocras they pour'd. 

And beauty was their favoured toast. 

I 2 
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Some bosoms to devotion true 

Here fled from all earth's cares and pride, 
Anxioiu His footsteps to pursue. 

Who for their sins on Calvary died. 
For them the pealing organ's note. 

The solemn requiem soft and clear, 
Seem'd on the evening breeze to float. 

Celestial soimds to mortal ear. 



But these were rare and could that hall. 

Where monks conununed tell all it saw ; 
The worshipper it might appal. 

Nay thrill the infidel with awe. 
For frightful orgies it may be 

Within these walls were acted o'er, 
When those whose mouldering bones I see. 

Were hid beneath the ancient floor. 



Such was alas! too sure the case 

In priories of other days. 
Murder and riot filled the place 

Erected but for prayer and praise. 
And he who should have watched the fold 

To keep the wolf from coming near. 
Betrayed for worldly joys or gold, 

A trust so sacred and so dear. 
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Strange changes mark the flight of time : 

Three centuries since men wondering saw. 
The old abodes of cant and crime, 

AboUshed by a despot's I^w. 
Heaven with base instruments works good, 

A pregnant instance we have there ; 
The wretch who shed a consort^s blood. 

Made tyrant priests and monks despair. 



And thus perhaps it was that Tring, 

Though at the time it zealots shocked. 
Was cleansed by a ferocious king 

From knaves who truth and virtue mocked. 
We ask not who successive pass'd 

Next occupants — of this secure, 
The fabric we behold, at last. 

Came " Heaven directed to the Poor." 



Now Industry on every part. 

Its hand has laid in manly strife. 
To render each with rustic art 

Appropriate to humble life. 
Where monks sung, those who guide the plough. 

For pipes instead of anthems call. 
And in the Chapel — stable now, 

A horse enjoys the only staU. 
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A short walk on the north side of the town leads to the 
extensive Mills belonging to Messrs. Evans & Co., of London, 

for converting raw silk into Organzine. About five hundred 
hands, chiefly females, are at present engaged, but the mills are 
capable of giving employment to seven hundred persons. At 
the junction of the road on which this establishment is situated, 
the ancient Ikemld way is crossed, running east and west, and 
beyond are the numerous and capacious reservoirs (the delight of 
the followers of Isaak Walton) for the supply of the Grand Junc- 
tion Canal. This is what is called the " Tring summit. ** The 
reservoirs are fed by the land springs, and a steam engine is 
employed for lifting the water thence into the canal. Here, 
also, is one of the highest points of the whole line of the Rail- 
road, except at Kilsby in Northamptonshire, seventy-five miles 
from London, and as we deem " all knowledge is useful," espe- 
cially Railroad knowledge, we have annexed to our map a 
section of the leveb and inclinations of the whole line. It 
may not be thought foreign to the subject .matter of 
these sketches, and especially as the Grand Junction Canal 
accompanies the Railroad the greater part of its course, to 
introduce here its history in brief. The act for the formation 
of this Canal was obtained in the year 1792. In 1795 it was 
opened as feu- as Brentford where it joins the Thames. The 
whole line from Paddington to Braunston in Northamptonshire, 
was completed in March 1805. Its entire length, including the 
branches to Uxbridge and Wendover, is one hundred and 
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thirty-six milesi and at Braunston it joins the Oxford navigation. 
From London to Braunston the distance is one hundred and 
one miles, and there are (hy a singular coincidence) one hundred 
and one locks. The cost was £1,600,000, raised hy shares of 
£100 each, now worth £207 per share. 

We have now to speak of the Park which consists of between 
three and four hundred Acres ranging on the south east- 
em side of the town, and we invite the traveller who has 
a relish for the picturesque, to spend a few hours amongst its 
splendid woods, its mossy slopes and glades. By a sUght 
stretch of imagination he may recall the figure of the luxurious 
monarch Charles crossing the grounds by stealth and watching 
for the signal (a flag) which it is said his favorite Nell Gwynn 
used always to exhibit from a conspicuous part of the house, 
when she was " at home." In those by-gone times when 
roads were strangers to Macadamization, we may guess that 
a journey from the MetropoUs on horseback was not so much 
an every day aflair as to supersede the necessity of precautions 
being taken to make it agreeable. Tring park therefore, 
whether for its natural beauties or for its historical recollections, 
must always be visited with interest by the individual who finds 
pleasure in such realities. 

The manor of Tring in recent days, came by purchase from 
Mr. Guy to Sir Wm. Gore (whose monument in the chancel 
of the church we have already referred to) who paid the quit 
rents to Queen Catherine, consort of Charles II. as part of her 
dowry during her life. The son of Sir William laid out the 



94 TRING. 

park, which remained m the Gore £eanily a considerable time, 
when it was purchased of the last representative by Drummond 
Smith Esq. who, in the year 1804 was created a Baronet. It 
next came by purchase to its present possessor, Mr. Kay. 

Three hundred acres of the Park are on the Chiltem — ^the 
hills which nearly divide the County of Bucks, and run from 
Tring towards Ivinghoe. They were formerly covered with 
beech to such a degree, as to be a constant harbour for thieves, 
which induced Leoffstan, Abbot of St. Albans, to cause the trees 
to be levelled and thereby destroyed the nuisance. These hills 
reach from Bedfordshire to Oid^ordshire, and form part of the 
great chain from Norfolk to Dorchester in the latter county. 

We conclude this chapter with relating, as we find it in 
'* Hughson's Perambulations, " an account of a most extraor- 
dinary affair, highly illustrative of the ignorance and credulity 
of the last century, which happened in this place in the year 
1751. Some country people were possessed of an opinion, 
that an old man and. woman of that town, John and Ruth 
Osborne, were witches, on account of several cattle dying of a 
contagion which then raged : great numbers of them assembled, 
some on horseback, and others on foot, and went and had them 
proclaimed as such, in three different market tovms. These 
unfortunate people were afterwards dragged from the vestry of 
the church, where they had been concealed, and so severely 
ducked, that the woman died on the spot, and the man a few 
days afterwards. Several persons were committed to custody 
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on the verdict of the Coroner's jury ; and one Thomas Colley 
(who, though a principal actor in this horrid afiair, was prompt- 
ed by others, and by the liquor which he had drank), was 
tried at the ensuing assizes for Hertfordshire, and capitally 
convicted. It came out at the trial that, on the 18th of April 
1751, one Nichols came to William Dell, the crier of Hemel 
Hempstead, and gave him a piece of paper, with four-pence, 
that he might cry the words written thereon, in the market 
place. The words were these : " This is to give notice, that on 
Monday newt a man and tooman are to be publicly ducked at Tririg 
in this County, for their wicked crimes,** 

The overseer of the parish, where these people lived, having 
heard this cried at Winslow, Leighton Buzzard, and Hemel 
Hempstead, on the several market days, and being informed 
that the two people were John Osborne and Ruth his wife, he 
sent them to the workhouse for safety. The master of > the 
workhouse, to make still more secure, removed them, in the 
middle of the night of the 21st, into the vestry-room of the 
church, thinking the sanctity of the place would have some 
awe upon the mob, if they came. However, on the day ap- 
pointed, more than five thousand people were collected together 
at Tring, declaring revenge against Osborne and his wife as a 
wizard and witch : they pulled down a large wall belonging to 
the workhouse — (the ancient priory) — and demolished the 
windows and window frames. The master of the workhouse 
assured them they were not there ; the mob would not believe 
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him, btit rushed in and searched the house, the closets, and even 
the boxes and trunks. They declared they would pull the house 
down if the victims were not produced, and some proposed set- 
ting fire to it ; at last they all swore, that, if Osborne and his 
wife were not dehvered to them, they would not only bum the 
workhouse, but the whole town of Tring. The master being 
apprehensive that they would do as they had promised, at length 
informed them where the unhappy people were. The mob now 
went off in triumph, with CoUey at their head. As soon as the 
mob entered the vestry-room, they seized Osborne and his wife, 
and carried them to a place called Gubblecote, about two miles 
off, where not finding a pond to their purpose, they carried 
them to Wilston Green, and put them into separate rooms in a 
house there ; they stripped them naked, and tied them up 
separately in a sheet, but first they crossed the man's legs and 
arms, and bent his body so as to tie his thumbs to his great toes. 
When they came to the pond, called Wilston Wear, a rope 
was tied under the armpits of Ruth Osborne, and two men 
dragged her into the pond, and through it, and CoUey went into 
the pond, and turned her several times over and over with a 
stick. After they had ducked the woman, they brought her to 
land, and then dragged the old man in, and ducked him. Then 
he was set aside, and the woman ducked again as before, and 
CoUey made the same use of his stick. Then the old man was 
ducked again. After which the woman was a third time 
ducked ; and CoUey went into the pond and puUed her about 
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until the sheet wherein she was wrapped came off, and she ap- 
peared naked. She expired soon afterwards. CoUey then 
came out of the pond, and went round collecting money for the 
sport he had shewn them in ducking the old witch as he called 
her. After the woman was dead, the.moh carried John Osborne 
to a house, put him to bed, and laid his dead wife by his side 
Ruth Osborne W8^ seventy years of age ; John was fifty-six. 
In consequence of these circumstances of cruelty, Colley was or- 
dered for immediate execution, and his body was afterwards hung 
in chains at Gubblecote, in the parish of Tripg, three miles off. 

Another instance of credulity and superstition occurred in 
this neighbourhood in the year 1759. At Wingrove, one 
Susannah Hannokes, an elderly woman, was accused by her 
neighbour of being a witch; for that she had bewitched her 
spinning wheels so that she could not make it go roimd, and 
offered to make oath of it before a magistrate ; on which the 
husband of the poor woman, in order to justify his wife, insisted 
upon HBR BBiNO TRIED BY THE Church Biblb, and that the 
accuser should be present : she was conducted by her husband 
to the ordeal, attended by a great concourse of people, who 
flocked to the parish church to see the ceremony, where she 
was stripped of her clothes to her shift and under petticoat, and 
wBioHBD AGAINST THB BiBLE ! wheu to the uo Small morti- 
fication of her accuser, shb outweighed it, and was ho- 
nourably ACQUiTTEb of the charge. This account appeared 
in the " London Chronicle" February 27, 1759. 

K 
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The cross roads in this district which are some of the most un- 
tractable we have seen in all our perambulations are at length 
destined to undergo a change. We may imagine that instead 
of, as now, being obliged to visit this interesting little town by 
way of Tring, or to walk along the chalky banks of the Railroad 
for a mile and a half in a direction parallel, instead of in a 
straight hne, to the point of destination, that a direct road will 
be cut to Pendley, by which, more than a mile of the distance 
will be saved. It was by no means a common sight, howevier, 
to witness the progress of the work on this part of the line, 
where there is not less than two miles of cutting in the chalk — 
so deep that mechanical means of a novel character have been 
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resort^ to for the raising of the soil to the surface. These 
means consist in the employment of horses to drag the work- 
men and their wheelbarrows of chalk up an inclined plane at an 
angle of not less than forty-five degrees, the operation from 
the bottom to the surface (a space of sixty to seventy feet) oc- 
cupying but a few seconds of time* the workman and vehicle 
being assisted in their still more rapid descent by the backing 
of the horses and keeping the cable, which passes over a wind- 
lass, tolerably tight. From the new Bridge over the direct 
Road from Tring to Ivinghoe, the view of this cutting, spread- 
ing east and west, and lost in distance, almost amounts to the 
sublime. We recommend a pause of a few minutes on the spot 
to all who can admire and appreciate the results of labour by 
man in congregated nmnbers. We imagine that at the period of 
our visit, there were upwards of one thousand men employed on 
the two miles of "cutting " to which we now direct attention. 
The approach to Ivinghoe is marked by scenery of no mean 
character. On the north is the Hill (part of the range called 
the Chiltem Hills) of Ivinghoe, and in the distance on a ridge of 
the same bleak aspect, rich in stone quarries, is Tottemhoe, one 
and a half miles from Dunstable ; locally these bleak hilla are 
called " downs.*' Tottemhoe is remarkable for a Roman forti- 
fication called the " Castle " overlooking the village of Stow- 
bridge in the neighbouring county of Bedford. On the 
north west the valley sweeps away for ten or twelve miles 
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interspersed by the waters of the canal, an artificial although 
always delightful adjunct to valley scenery, fhe spire of Leighton 
church, in clear sunshine, will rather invite than repel the in- 
chnation to explore its unknown vicinity. At the distance of a 
mile from Ivinghoe its church may be brought into a line with 
that of Pitstone, which stands in the sequestered vale with the 
simple accompaniments of a farm-house and a few trees. It 
occurred to us indeed, that the inhabitants of this thinly populated 
district, must be almost lost by division on Simdays between 
the two churches of Ivinghoe and Pitstone. The reader will 
observe that he is now in the County of Buckingham. 

Ivinghoe can boast at present but of one Inn, the King's 
Head, the painting of which would not do honor to the Royal 
Academy. It has a market on Saturdays, granted in 1318 by 
the Bishop of Winchester, but which has long been so small as 
to be almost nominal. Situated between two main roads, and 
consequently being httle visited, it has a primitive air, and its 
dimensions are too small to admit of its association in the mind 
as a " town," but such it is, and a market town also. In the 
" olden time " one may imagine that it grew into importance 
from its being placed on the "Ikenild way," which is still one 
of the high roads of the vicinity, about two furlongs from the 
town. The " Manor '* was given by Edward the Confessor 
to the sec of Winohestef. If our reader is a pedestrian, he 
may obtain one of the finest views in England from the summit 
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of the hill, or in the contrary case, we will endeavour to enter- 
tain him with less fiatigue by a visit to 

THE CHURCH. \5>V^^^ -V 

In the centre of the middle aisle, stood, until modem times 
a set of ancient pews of oak, embellished with grotesque car- 
vings representing objects, which, we may presume, have little 
to do with Christian worship — ^mermaids, dolphins and other 
" queer fish." These pews are now placed in the the side aisles 
to make room for modem accommodations of the same c}ia- 
racter. On the floor in front of the baptismal font, the Parish 
Clerk, pointed out to us, the most ancient inscription at 
present existing in the church, to the memory of one 

'' lUttf ;f0n9 WXaXUf taavuit le m ts*fSUii Fan ti* fpc. 

i(^ 3mt iK temt \iitts It hinti^mt ]aut Ire V an Ir* spc* 
My€€€y%V SS^tnt ict, Bim tit Ittxt ^mti it mores* 



f* 



Which may be thus rendered: — 

** Ralph Folly Wolle^ died the lOth day of May, in the year of 
Grace 1349, And Jane his wife, died the 20th day of January, in 
the year of Chace, 1260.* Gi^d have mercy on their souls.^ 
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On the north side of the chancel is an ancient altar tomb 
with an effigy of the defunct, said to be that of Henry de Blois, 
Bishop of Winchester, and brother of king Stephen. It is of 
stone and in tolerably good preservation. From the history of 
this Prelate, it will be learned that there is the strongest pro- 
bability of the traditionary accoimt of the tomb being perfectly 
accm^te. Besides, we may add, that at Mursley, in Bucks, 
five miles from Ivinghoe, (near Winslow,) was a mo- 
nastery which in 1802 was almost entire (and the remains 
of which may still be seen), founded by this Henry de Blois, 
which favors the probability of his resting place being that 
which tradition has assigned it ; and he is said to have had his 
residence in this parish at Berrystead, now a farm-house on the 
Bridgewater estate. 

This Bishop we find from a reference to history, was one of 
the most turbulent and ambitious prelates of his day. He was 
the youngest son of Stephen, Earl of Blois, by Adela, the 
daughter of William the Conqueror. During the reign of 
Henry the first, the eldest son of the Earl, being sent into 
England gained the good graces of that monarch, who, not 
content with conferring honours on his nephew Stephen, sent 
for his younger brother Henry, then a monk in the monastery 
of Clugni, who, on reaching this country, was made by him 
first Abbot of Glastonbury, and afterwards Bishop of Winchester. 
By this bounty it would seem, the king hoped to strengthen his 
daughter Matilda, to whom he wished his crown should 
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descend. The gratitude of his nephews did not produce the 
desired effect. Though Stephen was the first to swear fealty 
to the princess, no sooner was the king on his death hed, than 
the brothers, immindful of the wishes of their royal benefactor, 
opposed her interest. Stephen claimed the throne, and his 
brother Henry having prevailed on the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury and the Bishop of Salisbury to favour his views, on the 
22nd of December 1135, (or according toRapin, December 26, 
1 136,) he became King of England. 

But the Bishops, through whom he gained his' advancement, 
in consequence of his severely exacting obedience to the law, 
from them and their adherents, soon became the enemies of his 
power. He insisted upon their giving up their castles, and the 
Bishop of Winchester then distinguished himself by the bold 
opposition which he offered to his king. He had been made 
legste to the Pope and invested with that dignity, considered 
himself to be an ecclesiastical sovereign, and as such entitled 
to exercise power not less extensive than that which belonged to 
the civil monarch of the realm, and he therefore determined to 
vindicate the privileges of the church, which in his judgment, 
Stephen had violated. With this view, he caUed a synod 
at Westminster, before which he arraigned the impiety of 
Stephen, who had proceeded to punish the dignitaries of the 
clergy without waiting for the sentence of a spiritual court. 
He exhorted the prelates vigorously to assert their privileges, 
and induced the synod to send a summons to the king, calling 
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upon him to appear before them to vmdicate his measures. 
Stephen, in consequence, sent Aubrey de Vere to plead his 
cause, who, in doing so, charged the leading prelates with trea- 
son. The synod refused to listen to this, unless the castles, of 
which they had been dispossessed by the king, were first re- 
stored. The Bishop of Salisbury intimated that the malediction 
of the church might be expected, and that he would appeal to 
the Pope. De Vere then took a higher tone, and declared that 
if they ventured to excommunicate the king, they should soon 
have reason to repent it, and if any of their reverend body 
ventured on this occasion to proceed to Rome, they would 
never be permitted to return. Awed in some measure by this 
firmness, the 83niod abated its pretensions, and took no stronger 
step than adopting a resolution, that the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury and the Bishop of Winchester should wait on the king to ■ 
demand reparation. 

These dissensions encouraged Matilda, the daughter of the 
late King, to invade England and to claim the sovereign power. 
She was at first successfd, and Stephen had the misfortune to 
become her prisoner. In his distress, many of the Barons went 
over to Matilda. Then it was, that he who sleeps at Ivinghoe, 
became indeed important. Matilda felt that in those days, the 
sovereign could not hope for security, unless he had the support 
of the Clergy, and was therefore most anxious to gain the 
Bishop of Winchester. For this purpose she held a conference 
with him on an open plain near Winchester, where she offered. 
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confirming the promise by an oath, that if he recognised her as 
thti rightful Sovereign, and would return to that allegiance, 
which he, with the other bishops had previously sworn, he 
should be the sole master of the administration, and should 
have all vacant bishopricks and abbeys placed at his disposal. 
Guarantees having been given on her part for the due observ- 
ance of these engagements, he wholly abandoned the cause of 
his brother, and promised to use his best exertions to gain for 
her the sufirages of the rest of the Clergy. This arranged, he 
received her on the next day at Winchester with great pomp, 
and there solemnly absolved all the adherents of Stephen from 
their oaths, denounced those who denounced her, cursing them 
with bell, book and candle, and blessing those who blessed her. 

On this and on subsequent occasions, the bishop did not spare 
the King. He said, " Stephen had been permitted to reign in 
the absence of the rightful Sovereign, having promised to 
honour and exalt the church, to maintain the laws and effect all 
needful reforms. He, however, it affected him to add, had for- 
gotten his promises and his God. Though grieved to condemn 
a brother, duty to his heavenly father, rendered this imavoid- 
able, and he therefore proclaimed Matilda, Queen." 

Shortly after he convened a S3mod, whom he addressed in the 
same strain. ** Divine providence " he declared, "had given sen- 
tence against the King, God's judgments had fallen on him," and 
therefore said he in conclusion — ** I have convened, by virtue of 
the apostolic power confided to me, this body to consult on the 
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means of appeasing the troubles of the state. This affair has 
already been debated in the presence of the greater part of &e 
clergy, who beyond all dispute have a principal share in the 
election of Kings, and we, after mature dehberation, have de- 
termined to acknowledge Matilda, daughter to the incomparable 
King Henry, for queen and sovereign of England. 

To such a pitch did he carry his hostility to the King, that 
he even opposed the reading of a letter presented to the synod, 
from the queen of Stephen, praying that her husband might be 
set at liberty, but Matilda, by her haughty deportment, . soon 
ofiended the bishop, in common with the whole kingdom. The 
feuality with which he could change sides, was again displayed, 
the moment he found the friends of his brother once more be- 
coming the stronger party. He conspired against Matilda, and 
formed a plot to seize her person. She discovered his treachery 
and fled from the danger, and is said to have eluded the vigil- 
ance of her enemies, hy causing herself to be conveyed from 
Devizes to Gloucester in a coffin. 

The Bishop of 'Winchester now wrote to the Pope to obtain 
his sanction to the steps he was taking in fiavour of his brother. 
This obtained, he appeared at a council called at Westminster, 
with the letter of the Holy father in his hand, defended the 
consistency and integrity of his own conduct, and concluded by 
excommunicating all who should thenceforth take part with 
Matilda. 

Stephen, now restored to power, probably thought it prudent 
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not again to offend the prelate, who continued actively to support 
his authority. Early in the year 1143 he summoned a council 
at London, where, in the presence of the King he caUed on the 
Bishops to exert themselves more vigorously than they had 
previously done, to put an end to the war which then raged. 
He obtained from them a promise of more energetic support, 
on the King*s granting certain conditions for the future regu- 
lation of the church, most favourable to the clergy. 

Little mention is made of the Bishop after this. The 
arrangement concluded between Stephen and Matilda, under 
which, on the death of the former, the son of the latter was to 
succeedto the throne, it may be presumed, left him no opportunity 
for profitably changing sides again, or age perhaps made him 
more attentive to his religious duties, and less anxious to 
distinguish himself on the political stage. It is but justice to 
add, that if his conduct appears to modem notions little in 
accordance with that meekness, purity, and love of peace, which 
should characterize a christian minister, while we condemn his 
turbulence, his disregard of oaths, and generally, his pursuing 
a line of conduct equally at variance with truth, loyalty and 
honour, it is on record, that he was not wholly unmindful of the 
claims of charity. A mile south from Winchester, the venerable 
hospital of the holy cross still does honour to his name. ** The 
lofty tower" observes Dr. Mihier "the grated door, the porter's 
lodge beneath it, the retired ambulatory, the separate cells, the 
common refectory, the venerable church, the flowing black 
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dress, and the silver cross worn by the members, the conventual 
appellation " Iwrother," with which they address one another, 
the silence, the order, the neatness in short, that reign here , 
seem to recall the idea oi a monastery, to those who have s een 
one, and will give no imperfect idea of such an establishment, 
to those who have not had that advantage. But this establish- ' 
ment was never a monastery, being only an hospital originally 
founded by Bishop Henry de Blots between 1132 and 1136, for 
the residence and maintenance of thirteen poor men and the 
rehef of a hundred others of the most indigent of the^ city, but 
of creditable character. Each of these was to be provided 
daily with a loaf of bread, three quarts of small beer, and two 
messes for his dinner, in a hall appointed for the purpose. In 
the hospital was an endowment for a master, a steward, four 
chaplains, thirteen clerks and seven choristers. " * 

The church being in the form of the Latin Cross, there are 
two chapels, in both of which are ancient incriptions on the 
floor. We give them verbatim et literatim, beginning with 

that on the north side. 

• 

^ttt \^t^ vaintx tS^ii itamy ti^t %titijit nl ^SSdluan ffitumrmir 
^mtlmuniy 1d|)0 |)a)r t£D0 ^j^^tiy fSUkxjj, asar^tce, lo^ntrraairelr 
26 <^cta%ar, 1576, nxCn %iCti xAiut ($ fiui ^it lDste> tfyctt inmti 



* It is but justice to other historians to add, that Hughson in his 
" perambulations, '' intimates that the monument in question appeared 
to him of too modem a date, and might belong to a " Peter Chaceport/' 
an opinion not supported however by any authority. 
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total, fifteen children ! The inscription is in brass« and there are 
eflSgies i^ot only of the worthy WilU^m Dnncombe and his two 
" wyve?" but of all their fifteei) descendimfB, whose names are 
appended to each figure in scrolls. In the opposite chapel is 
another inscriptioQ as follows : — 

tittt l^ttt^ ffyt "bs^tsjut at Sofyn BmuwMt Kt(tf nitt l^lur fio^^^ 
fxx^i^ Sol^n trrceairetr 26 Btvc* 1694, ^^eitiji at ffyt aj|e at 90 jjieartf 
asOr Qes i^alr Mut taut iaxati atilr l^xtt Xiaufi^Uxi-^VuiSftf 
tttwcvif ^omsay WUXlism, miiiAtt^y ^tte» asilr 9lis^i. 

The "Buncombes" were the possessors of Barley End 
Estate, near Aldbury (in which parish the Pendley station is 
situated), for many centuries. 

It must be evident, from these examples, that the air of this 
sequestered country in former days was conducive both to 
longevity and long feonilies. The Duncombes, William and 
John, having numbered between them, no less than twenty-two 
children ! and the latter living to the age of ninety years. 

Amongst the "rubbish" of the church — [vide the chapter 
on Leighton Buzzard p 117] there is the oak desk, which in 
Catholic times supported the books during worship— and an 
" old oak chest" for depositing therein the properties of the 
Priests. The pulpit is of a carved oak in very excellent 

L 



llO IVIN6H0K. 

preservation, and the roof is throughout of the same material, 
blanched by time, and a moist atmosphere. There are in the 
chancel, ten figures of angels bearing escutcheons, and the same 
number of Saints. The centre aisle is also famished in a 
similar manner — ^but the chief gem of this unique little edifice 
is the iron bracket close to the pulpit in which used to be 
suspended the "hour glass," to warn the preacher when to 
close his sermon. We are not aware of the existence of a 
similar relic in any church in England, 
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LEIGHTON BUZZARD. 



This ancient town stands on the right of the Railway, at a dis- 
tance of one mile, and within that short space the Grand 
Junction Canal and the river (the Ousel) hoth intervene. It 
is situated on the very confines of Bedfordshire — ^the Ousel 
separating this county from Bucks. From London its distance 
hy the old road of forty-one miles, is reduced hy the Railway 
(which has here gained three miles upon the ancient means of 
communication) to thirty-eight miles. The place is supposed 
to have been the ancient Lygeanbury of the Saxon Chronicle, 
and " Buzzard ** to be a modem corruption of the name of a 
family in the neighbourhood^ called Beaudesert. The market 
is on Tuesday, and is the most ancient in the county. A 
Londoner fresh from Cheapside or Regent Street, cannot fail to 
be struck with the air of the streets, where the ancient houses, 
ribbed with oak, intermixed with brick, gable ends, and thatch. 
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still predominate over the more modem erections, tlie Manor 
is held on lease under the ditirch of Windsor, and was origin- 
ally granted by Henry II., to the abbess and nuns of Font 
Everard in Normandy, who in return ht this favOfur, established 
a cell for nuns at Grovebury, in the parish of Leighton. Besides 
this alien priory, it is asserted on the authority of Bishop 
Turner, that there was a house for Cistercian monks (the same 
order as the nuns at Font Everard) which was a cell to Wobum 
Abbey. This fraternity probably occupied the monastery, the 
remains of which may be seen in Broad Street-— one of the 
reUcs of by- gone days, worthy of a yidt from the antiquarian. 
The attention, however, is first an'ested by the aiicient Obthie 
Cross in the market place, about which so much has be^n 
Iflritten, and which has unconsciously stood (not sat) to plant- 
ers and sketcherd of every generation during many centuried. 
It is of a pentagOfial htm, and has a6 many effigies in niched 
in its upper story. Thtt it was a relifftou^ ctoss ther^ cati ht 
no doubt, seeing that a pi^late, a sdnt (probably St. John). 
tnd the virgin and child, are fiofioiigst the personages sculp- 
tured, and last, not least, a King. Local enquiry leads only to 
vague rephes as to its origin, for whilst some assert that to be 
unknowii'^--others inform you it is one of the crosses raised by 
Edward I., to the memory of his beloved andftdthful consort. 
Queen Eleanor. Very little explanation is required to set this 
latter opinion at rest in the negative. Leighton Buzzard is 
situated entirely out of the line of the ancient Watling Street, 
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which rans east and west about five miles to the northward of 
the town. • The Queen died at Hardeley, near Grantham, in 
Lincolnshire, and her body brought to London, to be deposited ii> 
Westminster Abbey, rested at Lincoln, Grantham, Stamford, 
Geddington, Northampton, Stony Stratford, Dunstable (about 
six miles from Leighton), St. Alban's, Walthamand Charing 
(then a village near London), at aU which places crosses were 
erected, of which only three now remain, those a,t Geddington, 
Northampton and Waltham. It is only necessary to observe 
upon the improbability of the procession with the royal body, 
making a " detour " of five miles from the main road, into a 
county, then, if we may judge of that fact by what it is now, 
almost impassable as respects its cross roads. We may therefore 
add that by whom, or for whatever purpose this cross was erected -^ 
is not correctly known. The probability is, that it has stood 
for six or seven centuries, as we find that in the year 1 650 it 
was presented at the Court-leet of the town as being in such a 
ruinous state as greatly to endanger the lives of passengers, 
and a rate of four-pence was levied upon every inhabitant 
to defray the expense of repairing it. The height of the cross 
is twenty-seven feet from the top of the stone work to the base- 
ment story, which is seven and a half feet from the ground, 
and is reached by five rows of stone steps. It is highly orna- 
mented externally, and the internal sculpture is in a state of 
preservation which reflects great credit upon the administration 
of the four-penny rate above alluded to. In the year 1801, 

l2 
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Leighton oontained (exclusive <^ the Hamlets of HetU:h, 
Billington, Egginton and Clipston) 376 houses and 1963 inhabi- 
tants. Unlike most ancient towns, it is gradually increasing in 
population, the present number being estimated at 4,000, of 
Which a large propottion are quakers. Its prosperity in hit 
years, may doubtlesis be traced to the immense traffic of the 
Grand Junction Canal, from which it derives considerable 
advantages, to its excellent market-^^and to its fairs, six in 
number, in each year. 

About half a mile £tom the town, on the *' heath " is an 
enclosure, nearly circular, containing several fields surrounded 
by a ditch, deep in many parts, which has Very much the 
appearance of having been a Roman encampment. At the 
lower part of the town, oti the bank of the river, is a delightful 
walk, of about three quarters of a mile in extent — ^the most 
pleasant promenade, sO far as we could discover, in the 
neighbourhood. 

THB CHURCH.* 

I 

Should the visitor have already seen the church of Ivinghoe, 
he will be struck with the similarity of the construction of the 
two, the bleached oak roof of one, is in fact an exact type of 
the other, except that the scale is much larger at Leighton. 

* The sexton is Jamei Slkerton, It should be observed that all 
sextons and clerks being part and parcel of the church, are generally 
to be found domiciled in its immediate vicinity. 
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The isurvey in Doomsday Book states the rectory of Leighton 
Buzzard, then the property of Remigins, Bishop of Lincohi, to 
consist of four hides of land. The rectorial manor is now a 
prehendal corps in that church to which the said Bishop 
collates. 

The stalls of massive oak, carved, and bearing the escutch- 
eons of their former occupants (a study of itself to those who 
have leisure) have an air of commodious dignity contrasting 
strangely with the modem conveniency of pews. The 
oldest monument in the Church is on the north side of the 
chancel, placed in the wall at an elevation which precludes its 
being deciphered without the aid of a ladder. It is a simple 
inscription on a brass plate to the memory of William Jaokmann 
of Biilington (two miles from the town of Leighton on the 
south east), who deceased in 1597. The rude oak seats placed 
before the stalls for the accommodation of the con^monality in 
the days they were in use, it may as a matter of curiosity, be 
worthy of remark, are covered with dates and initials cut with 
knives in the style of the present day— as "mil be remembered 
by those who visit our public monuments and promenades, or 
in cases where the material is too hard for the knife, the more 
ephemeral system of " pencilling" is put in requisition, to the 
admiration of all foreigners. We observed dates so cut of 
1724 and 1725. Leaving the chancel, and other monuments^ 
both of an ancient and costly character (within the rails), we 
wish to direct attention to the chapel in the south transept. 
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where on the left hand is one of the cariositie8 m the shape of 
a mural " table, " only to be met with in primitive sections of 
the country — ^in its " bye yrays " — not in its " high ways." 
Two leaves of oak fold over a third fixed to the wall, and the 
five sides thus created are inscribed in gold letters with a list of 
the donations of the individual, one "Edward Wilkes of Leighton, 
Gentleman, who in the year 1630 built the Alms houses in 
the north end of the towne and gave them for poor aged 
people to dwell in, not exceeding the number of sixteene." In 
1 631 "he gave the said ' table' and therein inserted the charity 
of the former benefaction, and in 1 638 he gave the cedar pulpit 
(still existing) and a purple velvet cushion for the use of the 
minister." In the year 1646 at his death, by his will and 
testament " he gave for ever two closes near the bridge, of the 
value of six pounds six shillings and eightpence yearly, of 
which to be laid out in gowns and caps for the poor in his 
Alms houses, five pounds, six shillings and eightpence, and 
for a sermon on 24th March, for ever, ten shillings — and the 
other ten shillings to be spent in a dinner." On the opposite 
side of the same transept are other ancient tables recording 
donations to the Church and poor, one of them surmounted' by 
an escutcheon and an ancient helmet of iron — the whole being 
in admirable keeping with the antiquity of the Church. A 
gallery at the west end of the nave speaks for itself, it having 
been - ** erected at the sole expence of the. inhabitants of the 
towne and parish in the year 1634." and looks as if it would 
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Stand two csenturies more without demanding great repairs. 
We were about to leave the interior of the Church (not with()ut 
enquiring, however, if we had seen all the objects worthy of 
notice,) when we were directed hj the sextonees to the north 
transept, although, as she said, it contained nothing but '' rub- 
bish." Amongst the " rubbish " was a ttone coJih, dug up on 
the spot about two yean ago where it had probably lain many 
centuries. It contidned the remains of a human being, who it 
may be presumed from the care and expense bestowed on his 
interment was of no mean importance while alive. The coffin 
which is very solid, measures tax feet and a half in the dear 
from end to end within, and at the upper end a stone block is 
placed, in which a hollow was cut to receive the head. The 
bones were conunitted again to the .earth, beneath the spot on 
which the coffin now rests. No inscription or tradition preserves 
the name of its ancient tenant. Anthony Schlater, a divine 
of &k>me note in the seventeeth Century enjoyed the vicarage 
of this Chxarch Jlfty years and lived to neat a hundred. 

From the toaf of the nave a view is obtained of the surrounding 
country, the river Ousel, the Canal, and the new feature in the 
landscape^^^he embankment of the Railroad. The Curfew, (or 
" eight o'clock bell ") is rung during the winter months, except 
on «• saints' days." There is also a bell tolled at four o'clock 
every morning throughout the year— the reminiscence probably, 
of the '* matins." of the Romish church. The fieanily of the 
Leigh*s possess the Manor, one of whom, the Honourable^ 
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Mr. Leigh, built a school in the town in 1790, and endowed it 
with twenty pounds a year. 

The Alms houses before spoken of, as built by Edward Wilkes 
in 1630, are an interesting specimen of that kind of substantial 
charity. The building is uniform, flanked by walls at both 
ends, enclosing gardens, and on the front of the houses, as also 
of the garden walls, are a variety of inscriptions, some of them 
amusingly quaint. The following may be taken as specimens : 

&et not hxtdolnox thil cammuntcatiotuf ht htttattnt 90U, ibut 
jftit^p ta ht quitt tttvm ant tsainfi ||(tf lOont h^aintM* 

^ntmBam. 1667 



'' %ac 0jpuir Bamiatt turn noi^tra i^ tua tsicamnA ffiaxisL 



» 



'' Jftam tfyt TKfit of ftsx atilr f^ati^iT nt biolmtt sjatits E0rlf 

From the terms of the grant of the said Edward Wilkes, we 
expected to find at least ** sixteene poor aged people " inhabi- 
tants of these Alms houses, but the actual number is only eight, 
who, we are informed, besides living rent free, were provided 
with firing — ^five shillings a week in money, and a pair of shoes 
per annum. We did nor hear of their being provided with 
'* gownes and caps " out of the rents and revenues of " the 
two closes near the bridge " granted by the worthy Wilkes for 
that egress purpose. 
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To turn, however, from the living to the dead, we have not 

forgotten the Stone Coffin, now resting (so far as those are 

concerned to whom its keeping is committed) neglected among 

the Imnher of the chm-ch. That its inhabitant was a personage of 

importance may be assmned from the mode of bmial, and when 

we walk along the antiquated streets of this old town, and 

regard its Cross, the origin of which is involved in obscurity, 

fancy may connect the ** Unknown," who once slept the occupant 

of the coffin, with this more conspicuous relict of antiquity 

which has equally withstood the assaults of time, and become an 

object of mysterious interest to the stranger. Under the 

influence of sentiments of this nature, we have been tempted 

again to depart from ** plain prose," and to present our readers 

with a few playful stanzas written by one of the visitors recently 

attracted to Leighton Buzzard, and addressed 



TO THE SKELETON FOUND IN THE STONE COFFIN. 



Ex-tenant of yon massy bed. 
Now after reigns so many sped 

Of Emperors^ Queens and Kings, 
Would I might hear thy tongue proclaim 
What thou wast once — ^thy rank — thy name — 

Thy thoughts on men and things. 
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" I guess/' as Jonathan would say. 
Thou wast a bi^ wig m thy day ; 

0q9 of no mean estate ; 
Nay« I can fancy that I see 
Proof that it was thy lot to be. 

What foolish men call " Great." 

Great ! ah ! how misapplied the word, 
(Unmeaning — arrogant— absurd !) 

To aught in life's brief span { 
What greatness, or what real power 
Belongs to the frail human flow^jr. 

Weak, tottering, hdpless man ? 

What if a prelate's vestments fair, 
The crozier and the mitre's glare 

Were thine, and promised fame ! 
All learning, genius and success. 
Could to ambition's service press, 

Have not preserved thy ntume ! 

Deeds of renown, or noble birth 
Denied thee rest in common earth. 

When 'twas thy turn to fall ; 
A ponderous mass t^e quarry gave. 
Thy head to pillow in the grave, 

But what availed it all ! 



J 
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" O, not in silver^ not in gold 
Inter me^ but in kindred mould/' 

Of Cyrus was the prayer. 
If different were thy costly whim. 
What he desired thou shar'st with him. 

Despite of foolish care. 

The pomp and splendour once thy boast. 
The homage of a menial host. 

The crowd's applauding roar. 
Saves thee not from the common lot. 
The lowest hind unknown can rot. 

And thou hast done no more. 

Rude hands the remnant of thy clay 
Have dragged untimely to the day 

To make a vulgar show. 
That o'er, defrauded of its stone. 
It now again to darkness thrown, 

UncoffinM rests below. 

Well ! if thy ghost, these insults spied. 
Has still a touch of earth-bom pride. 

While thus severely chid. 
Know that the Pharaohs great and proud. 
Are snatched to please a gaping crowd 

From regal pyramid. 

M 
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In mockery of pride so vain^ 
Mere merchandise across the main. 

Torn from their native sand. 
To grace bazaars or studios here. 
Or fall before an auctioneer. 

In Bond Street or the Strands 

But why should thought to Egypt roam ? 
Forgotten are the proud at home. 

View Leighton's town cross grey ; 
There gaze upon the great unknown^ 
Saints, warriors, monarchs, carved in stone. 

Ah ! tell me who were they ? 

Who raised that pile with curious care 
Say ? for no chronicles declare. 

Perhaps, thy story lost 
Withholds from us the foimder's name : 
Thine, " Rubbish" now, might be the same 

With his who built the cross. 

But thou no longer hast to learn. 
All, the same destiny in turn. 

Encounter one day must ; 
Whate'er the pranks of wealth and state. 
Each bending to the doom of fate. 

At last yields " dust to dust." 
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Small is the space 'twixt you and me, 
Twixt me and those who are to be — 

I'm present — ^you are gone ; 
What matters ?— here, I cannot stay. 
Nor those who follow— then away— 

Time, let thy train move on. 
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RICKMANSWORTH 



[ Thb following chapter belongs properly to the Watford station, 
on the journey from London to Birmingham. From Watford 
it is distant but three miles. The irregularity of its insertion 
here, it is hoped wiU be pardoned.] 



RicKMANswoRTH is a town in Hertfordshire, by the old road, 
eighteen miles from London. It had a market granted by 
Henry IIL for the benefit of the monastery of St. Albans, 
which has now been discontinued. 

In the earliest records, the town is named Rykemeresworth, 
and also Richmeresweard, In Doomsday- Book it is called 
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Prichemareworde : by Clutterbuck Rickmersworth. Its ancient 
designations signified that it was placed on rich-moor-meadow' 
ground. It is now written Rickmansworth. 

The manor formed part of a demesne of the Saxon kings, and 
was bestowed, as well as many other manors in the vicinity, by 
Offa on the abbot and monks of St. Albans. Its antiquity is 
thus established. Through the valley in which it is situated, 
flow the rivers Colne and Gade, and also the Chess, which, in 
its subsequent course gives name to Chesham in Buckingham- 
shire ; aU rivers noted for trout and other palateable fish, and 
much frequented by anglers. Small as is the town, it enjoys 
some celebrity for manufactures, amongst which, that of Paper 
stands first — and afterwards Straw-Plait, and Horse- Hair seats 
for chairs. Water-Cresses for the London Market, are also 
"cultivated" extensively. Its distance from the Watford 
station is about three miles and a half along a pleasant road, 
skirted for a mile on the right by Cashiobury Park, the seat of 
the Earl of Essex, at the end of which the Grand Junction 
Canal intersects the road, and enters the ciforesaid domain 
through which it flows for several miles. It is worthy of 
remark, that the road winds in all directions, going from as often 
as towards the town, and will famish at some distant day, a 
marvellous instance of road-making, in comparison with the 
modem invention, which has led us from home, to discover 
the difference between one and the other. 

We must not omit to state that the market-house, being no 

m2 
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longer wanted as such, has been removed entire some paces 
from the main street, and has become the Parochial School. 
It is not often that we hear of buildings in this country being 
moved from one place to another, hke a log hut in Canada. 

The visitor to this town, wUl be gratified by a sight of the 
celebrated 



STAINED GLASS WINDOW 



in the East end of the Church, probably as fine a specimen of 
that art as this country can afford. Amdous to learn from 
whence so precious a relic came, we consulted various living 
and dead authorities. Their testimony is as follows : — 

The clergyman of the church in which it is placed, informed 
us that it was obtained /row France, . 

The clerk of the same churdi reported that it came from 
London, and was made on purpose for Rickmansworth. 

From "Lewis's Topographical Dictionary," pubhshed in 
1831 (which professes to treat also of Railroads), we learn 
that the said window originally belonged to St, Peter's at Rome; 
and was purchased in Paris in the year 1800, for two hundred 
pounds. 

Clutterbuck in his " History of Hertfordshire," gives, how- 
ever, a " history " of this window, which is believed to be the 
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correct one, according to which, it was brought from the 
church of St. John, at Rouen in Normandy, where it had shone 
as the ornament of a window at the end of the choir, and was 
rescued from the grasp of Revolution, by the veneration of its 
owner. The descriptive particulars at the foot of the annexed 
plate detail its history, and the engraving and colouring will 
give some idea of the general effect, produced by this noble 
rehc of a beautiful art. 



THE CHURCH, 



which is of Saxon origin, has been lately renovated. A series 
of wooden columns of the rustic order, spring from the galleries, 
but whether they are intended merely as ornaments, or as 
supports to the roof of the church, cannot well be decided 
without consulting the architect. It may be remarked, however, 
that nothing more ugly in the way of •columns was ever 
fabricated. 

Within the rails of the altar, inserted in the wall, is the 
' fragment of a monument to the memory of Thomas Fotherly 

, (and Tabitha his wife) who died in 1649. This Sfr Thomas 

Fotherly was one of the gentlemen of the Privy Chamber to 
King Charles I., and a commissioner for letting and selling 
Londonderry in Ireland. He, in return for these marks of 
royal favour, and probably from motives of personal attachment. 
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contributed his pecuniary aid, during the rebellion, to the cause 
of his unfortunate sovereign, who by these private loans was 
enabled for a length of time to carry on the government, 
independently of the Parliament. 

The eldest son of the above Thomas, John Fotherly, Esq., 
appears to have been animated by the same principles of loyalty 
as his father, having advanced to Charles II. the sum of one 
hundred pounds, for which the following acknowledgement was 
given: 



It 



I doe acknowledge to have received the summe of One 
Hundred Pounds sterling of I. F. which I doe promis to repay as 
soone as I am able. 

Bruges, 21 December, 

1657 
Charles R. 



On the opposite side of the Altar, there is a mural monument con- 
sisting of two marble Tables, with arms sculptured in bold relief, 
supported by Bulls, and surmounted by an Earl's coronet — 
to the memory of the Right Honourable Henry Carey, Earl of 
Monmouth, who died 13th of June, 1661. On the floor of 
the nave, in a ruined condition, is the oldest monument now 
existing in the church. It is of brass, and represents an aged 
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man holding a book in one hand, and a walking stick in the 
other, between his two wives. The inscription runs thus : — 

Hevt Ijittb hwcis^ utOstv t^ii itant 

^vits^ii ma fniS^ti ^itt atttr gaati 

tsa^t timti "^trt itt 90tt tnaj? 
ts:^tit t^xtt tt0 trnutt ^aOi f&U^ in €^xM 

fS:^tix iixui tor to tarsiht 
^tCS tt^tfi am ten tat^n luufD tt^tm tntU 

^t poor t^tfn ^Os vtlitht. 

mixz ) C 10 »um 1685 

»0an > ^ttttHt^s < 6 «tiji. 15?8 
C|)flin»{ ) C 10 9itl9 1613 
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Thb Railroad now taking a diagonal line, in its progress 
towards the midland county of Northampton, traverses, 
without interruption, the county of Buckingham in its widest 
part. We therefore deem it useful to preface the details 
which will result from our pedestrian observations, by a brief 
general history of this county, which is not less remarkable 
for its agricultural character, and the improvements it has 
undergone in late years, than for its having been a favourite 
section of the country with our Roman conquerors, as is 
evinced by frequent discoveries of the remains of the works 
of that great people. It has Northamptonshire on its 
northern, and Oxfordshire on its western side, and is forty- 
five miles in length, eighteen in breadth, and one hundred and 
thirty-eight in circuit. The principal rivers are the Thames, 
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by which the coimty is divided, for about twenty -eight miles 
from Berkshire; the Colne, for about fourteen- miles, by 
which it is separated from Middlesex; and the Ouse, which 
has a course of not less than fifty miles, either as a boimdary, 
or in traversing the county. These rivers receive several 
tributary streams, and almost all abound in fish. The county 
has also the benefit of the Grand Junction Canal, which enters 
it near Wolverton, and is carried across the river Ouse, by an 
aqueduct, three quarters of a mile in length, after which it enters 
Hertfordshire, near Bulboume. An Act was passed in seven- 
teen hundred and ninety- four, for making several " cuts" 
from difierent places to join it ; in consequence of which, one 
called the " Navigable Feeder," has been made from the canal 
at Bulboume to Wendover; another from Old Stratford to 
Buckingham, and a third from Marsworth to Aylesbury. 
The south-eastern part of the county is hilly, being occupied 
by the Chiltem hills and their appendages, on which are 
considerable woods and plantations of beech. The other parts 
of the coimty, particularly the vale of Aylesbury, are noted for 
fertility. Marble is quarried, at a considerable depth, near 
Newport-Pagnell, and petrifactions of difierent marine produc- 
tions are sometimes found. The celebrated Fuller's-earth pits at 
Wavendon, on the borders of Bedfordshire, about two miles 
north of Wobum and three miles north-east of Fenny Stratford, 
are particularly deserving of notice. Only one of these pits, 
however, is now occasionally worked in a dose shaft, the 
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dealers having got into a practice of procuring an article of 
inferior quality, from other parts of the hundred, which they 
sell as the produce of this neighbourhood. Ochre is obtained 
at Brill, six miles from Thame, and used for painting, and also 
small quantities of amber, but there is no mineral of any 
importance. Buckinghamshire is celebrated for com and 
cattle, which are its principal produce. Great numbers of oxen 
are fed in the vale of Aylesbury, and, together vnth vast 
quantities of butter, are sent to the metropolis. The largest 
sheep of England, are said to have been formerly bred 
in the same district, but this is no longer a distinction of 
the county. Its chief manufactures are lace and paper. 
The former has been long established, but of old it was 
remarked of the inhabitants, that more liv& by the lands than by 
the, hands, which is stUl the case ; for Buckingham is not to be 
considered a manufacturing county. Many of the poorer classes 
of females, are occupied in lace making, of that description 
known by the name of pillow or thread lace, but this 
branch of industry has almost entirely succumbed - to the 
superior cheapness of an article, nearly as durable, and now 
brought to the highest state of perfection, at Nottingham, manu~ 
factured by steam machinery, — ^however, this handicraft and 
the plaiting of straw, employ almost the whole of the women 
and girls in the county. There are schools for teaching the 
art, whither children are sent at a very early age, and at eleven 
or twelve years old, are able to gain a livelihood. A cotton 
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manufactory is established at Amersham. Backinghamshire is 
divided into eight hundreds, containing two hundred parishes, 
and fifteen market-towns as follows : — 

BnCKINOHAM, COLNBBROOK, 

•AtLBSBURT, ' IVINOHOE, 

Ambrsham, Grbat Marlow, 

Bbaconsfield, N&wport-Paonell, 

Chbsham, Olnet, 

Stonby- Stratford, Risborohoh, 

Wycombb, Wbndovbr, 

WiNSLOW. 

The markets in some are at present very inconsider- 
able. Many fine seats are within its precincts, among 
which, St6we, belonging to the marquis of Buckingham, 
Bulstrode, Wilton Park, and Wycombe Abbey, especially merit 
notice. Antiquities, occasionally discovered, such as a Mosaic 
pavement, coins, andiragments of arms, prove that the Romans 
have been established here. Roman roads may be traced 
in it, and there are also some remains of their miUtary stations, 
tiiough they are not very perceptible. A considerable mound 
of earth, called Grimesdike* (which seems a common 

* Or '* Grimesditch '' — as these ramparts are called by Dr. Stukely. 
The most remarkable one within our recollection, runs over the country 
near to Woodyates Inn in Dorsetshire, between Salisbury and Exeter 
on the Bridport road. These ramparts are supposed to have been 
thrown up before Cesar's time, and several of them now serve to divide 
Counties. 

N 
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appellation for an ancient rampart), traverses pert of it in a 
direction from east to west. The remains of a circular camp, 
with a double vallum and ditch, appear on the top of the hill at 
West Wycombe, and those of another at High Wycombe. A 
cross, standing on the side of a hill near the hamlet of Wliiteleaf, 
is supposed to be intended to commemorate a battle, fought by 
Edward the Elder against the Danes. In the churches at 
Chetwode, Chesham Bois, Hicham and Hillesden, are some of 
the earliest and most elegant specimens of stained glass in the 
kingdom. The church of Stukely is particularly deserving of 
notice, as affording one of the most complete specimens of 
Saxon architecture now remaining. Some etymologists derive 
the name of this county, though without any satisfactory 
foundation, from Bocken, or Bucken, signifying beech trees, which 
were always abundant here ; others from Buccen, Bucks, or 
Deer. Camden supposes that, in the time of the Britons, it 
was inhabited by a people called Cattienchkmy, or Cassii, the 
subjects of Cassivelanus, Whitaker, however, restricts their 
occupation to only a small portion of it, thinking that the rest 
was inhabited by a different tribe. Its early history, however, is 
involved in absolute conjecture and obscurity, Edward the Elder 
i^ known to have erected a fortress at Buckingham, about 
the year nine hundred and twelve, or nine hundred and 
eighteen. It was the theatre of the civil wars, in the contest 
between King John and his barons, in the thirteenth century ; 
and hostile parties were again here, in the troubles attending 
the reign of Charles the First. 
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We learn from the preceding that "Antiquities in coins, 
mosaics and fragments/' are occasionally discovered in this 
county, and it is difficult to guess what antiquarian treasures 
may be now hidden beneath its soil, for we observed with 
pleasure in the public prints, early in January last, the following 
announcement : — 

" The remains of a Roman Villa have been recently discovered 
within two miles of Buckingham, on the road to Stoney Stratford, 
on a farm belonging to his Grace the Duke of Buckingham, who 
has given directions that the whole of the foundation shall be 
explored. Already a frigidarium and caldarium (cold and warm 
baths) have been discovered, lined with red-coloured stucco, and a 
great quantity of loose tessarse, which composed the floor of one 
of the adjoining rooms, probably the apodyterium or undressing 
room. Large square hollow tiles, which had evidently been used 
as flues to warm the sudatoria or sweating-rooms, have also been 
dug out. Within these few days, another floor, composed of coarse 
red tessarse, has been exposed, and a coin found, with the reverse 
bearing the cross and the Alpha and Omega, indicating that it was 
struck subsequently to the time of Conscantine, and probably by 
one of his sons, or the usurper Decontius, whose head and coin it 
most resembles, though the inscription is illegible. Within a mile 
of this Villa are two tumuli or barrows, supposed to contain the 
remains of Roman generals; they do not appear to have been 
opened, and as they are sitiiated on the property of the Duke of 
Buckingham, it is probable they will be examined. Bishop Kennett, 
in his " Parochial Antiquities," states that Buckingham must have 
been a place of considerable antiquity, as the spot near which the 
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Roman General Aulus Plautius, surprised and routed the Britons, 
under the command of Caractacus and Togodumnus, the sons of 
Cunobelin. And it is probaMe the barrows above alluded to, may 
be the almost imperishable monuments of that event. The town was 
celebrated in early Saxon timps as the burial place of St. Rumbald, 
who was bom at. King's Sutton, and who, according to a Popish 
legend, lived only three days ; but during a short time after birth 
declared himself a Christian, and bequeathed his body after death 
to Sutton for one year, to Brackley for two years, and then to 
Buckingham for ever. Pilgrims came in crowds to his shrine and 
well, which still exist." 

We leave this part of our subject, however, for the present, 
to continue our journey from the station next beyond Leighton 
Buzzard. 
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DENBIGH HALL. 



SoMB of the' London travellers who had indulged in magnificent 
ideas of the splendour expected to be found at this station, 
were a little disappointed on their arrival. They asked with 
eager anxiety, not unmingled with a touch of the pathetic, 
which was the way to the Hall? The answers they received, 
conveyed to them the startling intelligence, that they might as 
well have urged the same question at YaxixhalL Mr. Edgington 
undertook to console all comers on the first day for the absence 
of any spacious building, such as many had supposed was there 
to be found, by erecting an immense tent at the temporary 
station of the Company. It was calculated to accommodate 
many hundreds of people, but was not required after the 
opening, as the attraction of the vicinity was not so great, as to 
cause that vast influx of company which had been anticipated. 
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The modest inn or public-house which had been established 
there, though its powers of entertaining are not on the largest 
scale, was ahnost equal to the needful supply of all visitors, in 
the first week after this stage of the undertaking had been 
completed. ' / 

But whence the name of Denbigh Hall ? it has been asked, 
and may be asked again. The question can be answered with- 
out an etymological reference to some Saxon origin. It appears 
that many years ago, the accounts vary as to date, from half a 
centiiry,to a whole-one ; a Lord Denbigh and part of his family 
passing that way, met with an accident, which was more 
common in those days than in our time, — his carriage broke 
down. The spot from which « few hmnan habitations can now 
be seen, was a perfect solitude then, with the exception offered 
by one cottage and its inmates, an aged couple, a shepherd and 
shepherdess, who were then the occupants, and to whom the 
noble lord and his lady apphed for aid in their distress. Nor 
was the application mad^ in vain. 

" The wicket, opening with a latch. 
Received the noble pair," 

and all that kindly feeling and humble hospitality could offer, 
was readily accorded. The lordly guests, exulting in having 
escaped from serious danger, enjoyed the novelty of their 
situation, and liberally requited the attentions of their humUe 
host and hostess. By their bounty, the friendly roof which had 
received them on this occasion, was repaired and enlarged, and, 
as the story runs, in the fervour of their gratitude they decreed 
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that it should be upheld " while the sun continued to shine and 
the rain to fall." This extravagance is perhaps only a rustic 
invention ; but it \& certain that from the accident above 
narrated, the house gained the name of " Denbigh Hall/' 
which it retained even after it became an inn, and was graced 
with the sign of the Marquis of Granby, which it now bears, 
and has borne for some seventy years. Mr. Vamey, the 
present landlord of the King's Head at Fenny Stratford, who 
kept it a quarter of a century ago, speaks to its having so long 
been in the pubUc service. Its pretensions were never great. 
" It never," says a Kvely writer in one of the journals, " within 
the memory of man, was a coaching-house, nor are there any 
proofe that the beauty of its bar- maid or the soundness of its 
ale ever iuduced any particular coachman to pull up there. 
Occasionally a heavy broad- wheeled waggon or two might be 
seen standing before it, and it had a sort of minor fame 
among drovers.** Now things are changed. The improve- 
ment may not last ; for *' Fortune," as Mr. Canning sings, is 
rather apt to 

" Vary her changeable form ; " 

but, at present, customers are plenty, and the landlord has 
wisely taken care that for " the soundness of its ale," it shall 
rank second to no inn or hall in the countv. The manner in 
which the cottage was christened, was perhaps an adoption of 
the course taken nearer London. Queen Anne is reported to 
have met with the same accident which befell Lord Denbigh, 
and to have been obliged to rest for some time imder an elm 
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tree while the damage was repaired, or another coach procured 
for her Majesty. The tree was in consequence called " Queen's 
£hn/' and has since given its title to a populous and respectable 
neighbourhood near London. 

That Denbigh Hall will become a place of importance is, 
however, at present, by no means probable. In a few months 
it is expected the station will be removed, when the old 
Marquis of Granby may, like Sir John Moore, be again " left 
alone in his glory." 
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BLETCHLEY. 



It may happen to some visitor to Denbigh Hall as it did to us, 
that leisure for a stroll across green fields, might give rise to the 
inclination for it. On the left of the road coming from London, 
there is a village of the above name, situated chiefly in a valley, 
about a mile from the station. The church, standing on high 
ground, is the first object which meets the view, and an 
inspection of it, will well repay the antiquarian for his curiosity. 
A noble avenue of yew trees leads to the principal or south 
entrance, and within the porch are the remains of a Saxon arch, 
chastely decorated. The church is of large dimensions, and in 
good repair. Topographical writers have not bestowed much 
pains upon the place, but we learn from I^Ir. Britten, that this 
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manor, with the adjoining one of whaddon, was purchased 
by the Lord Greys of the Pigot family, and on the attainder 
of William, Lord Grey, who was imprisoned on a charge of 
being, an accomplice of Sir Walter Raleigh, was granted 
by James the First to his favourite. Sir George ViUiers, 
who was created Baron Whaddon, and afterwards, Duke of 
Buckingham. On the death of the son and successor of this 
nobleman, it was purchased by John Selby and Doctor Willis, 
who almost pulled down the old seat of the Greys.* His 
grandson, Browne Willis, the antiquary, inhabited the remainder. 
From him, it descended to John WiUis Fleming, Esq. The 
present incumbent of the parish (which contains about six 
hundred acres), has re-built the parsonage-house almost on a 
regal scale, adopting the architecture of the time of Elizabeth. 
He is> we learn, also an antiquary, and has possessed himself of 
many relics from his parishioners. 

The village is scattered over a circumference of about a mile 
of groimd, having a centre, or focus, at Lower Bletchley, where 
four roads meet. It is of a decidedly rural character, but has 
lately received an addition to its commerce, in providing 
lodgings or living for the Railroad guards, superintendants, and 
workmen. How far this " march of intellect** may contribute 
to the improvement of its inns, cannot be foreseen : but at 
present, the accommodations for a visitor, do not rise beyond 

* It is now entirely ^estrpyed. 
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those of the ordinary public-house, and the ** Londoner*' is an 
object of curiosity to the quiet folks of Bletchley. 

In the church there are several interesting and curious 
inscriptions, and an altar- tomb, in marble, in good preservation, 
to the memory of Richard.. Lord Grey, Baron Grey de Wilton. 
A recumbent figure of this individual is spiritedly sculptured. He 
is armed ; and round the lower part of the armour, is a collar 
of jewels, in the midst of which is a small shield, with the cross 
of St. George, in allusion to his having been made Knight of 
the Garter by Bichard the Second, probably about the year 
1390. He appears with cropped hair, and without a beard. 
On the rails near the tomb rests the iron helmet, either of Lord 
Richard, of his son, Reginald, or his great grandson, Edmund , 
(who were buried in the same tomb with him). Its visor has 
been richly gilt, of which there yet remains good proof. 
Although it is interesting to contemplate what are now become 
useless parts of a warrior's dress, it is accompanied by the 
Reflection that such a case, must have been a most inconvenient 
one for a man's head, and vastly fatiguing to the wearer. 

An oak pillar in the south aisle, is surmounted with a box, and 
a carved inscription, dated 1637, of 



« 
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The box was open and empty. 
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At the east end of the chancel, in the wall, is a very singular 
brass tablet, upon which is engraved a variety of symbolical 
figures, and inscription, in English and Latin. It is in 
recollection of Thomas Sparke, a celebrated theologist, who 
died the 8th October, 1616. At the foot it is stated— 

" Hoc monumentum Tho. Sparke filius et hceris. pietatis 

ergo moerens posuit." 

A tablet appears on the left of the altar, to the memory of a 
lady, who was wife to the above minister. The inscription it 
bears is quaint ; but not without interest, and is as follows : — 

'* Viaitf Bmfititsx nl ^tOltefD Sndtlcrrb]^, nl i^mi^^ anclsf 
toite at iE^oi. Apatite, doctor ol BibinitUy antr ^arifan of tf^isi 
€fymt^* ii^t lUietr tott^ "fyim a Isbinzt "fytl^tt tattie jitxtif m^ 
haxt unta l^itn tta ^iXttvmy of tii|)Otn fif^t toettt to "fytai^tn htUixt 
|)fr, atitr fiht it^t Ittt |)eare h^ixCSt |)er to foUofo |)er htrtuti 

gfyt tStjtaxWS tat 7t^ ^ns^f 1615. 

iiftit tififyt jitKvi a fraj^pront vait ^t UitttSy 
i^t hilt r^road^ ^tt htttmi tiitt fjlUiWs ; 
Her autumn paat tj^tM k ffiotiowi ipxinisff 
^ ittav^ httUt life itiore fbiurdd^Cnitf . v 
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The Church has contamed also several brass effigies, in the 
style of those shewn in our engraving at page 32 ; but they 
are all fled. Time and rude hanits liave, together, stolen away 
the fame of the individuals, whose virtues and titles they 
commemorated. 
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FENNY STRATFORD 



This small decayed market-town, is situated on the ancient 
Watling Street, a short half hour's walk from Denhigh 
Hall. It is a chapelry to the parish of Bletchley. The prefix 
(Fenny) is derived from the nature of the surrounding country; 
but the town itself is upon an eminence. In the year 1 665, before 
the art of draining lands had reached its present perfection, it 
paid a heavy penalty for its situation, having been depopulated 
by the " plague ** to such a degree, that the inns were shut up 
and the road turned in another direction, since which period 
the market has never flourished. The Grand Junction Canal 
has, however, in our days absorbed its waste waters, and 
rendered the " fens " wholesome both for man and beast, 
A small river called the Lofield flows at the foot of the town. 
The houses are disposed chiefly along the high road from London 
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to Stoney Stratford, but there is a cross street leading south- 
wards. The view towards the high ridge on which the village 
of Brickhill is situated, and that from Brickhill towards Fenny, 
presents a wide range of scenery, of a diversified and pleasing 
character. 

The chapel appears to have remained in a state of dilapida- 
tion, for two or three centuries, when Mr. Browne Willis, an 
English Antiquary, bom in 1682, and who published a survey 
of the Cathedrals of England, exerted himself to raise subscrip- 
tions to re-build the chapel, and the result was the present brick 
building, the first stone of which was laid in 1 724. He appears 
to have exercised an odd fancy in dedicating it to St. Martin, 
and laying the foundation stone on St. Martin's day, because 
his grand&ther died on that day in St, Martin's Lane, Those 
benevolent individuals who subscribed above the sum of ten 
pounds, are honoured by having their coats-of-arms displayed 
upon the ceiling of the church. Willis died in 1760, and was 
buried within the rails of the Ck)mmunion Table. 

The inhabitants of Fenny, admit that their town is a dull 
place, — a designation which doubtless applies to its trade, the 
population being chiefly composed of the labouring classes . That 
species of life, which is imparted to a place by being situated on 
a high road, however, still belongs to it — there being many 
coaches passing through it both by day and night. It may be 
conjectured, therefore, that it will not gain much in the way of 
life or trade from the formation of the Railroad. There is a 
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good inn — the Swan — which was an inn bearing the same name 
in the year 1474. A tableau of its visitors from that day to the 
present, would form a motley scene. Another inn, once of note, 
but now dwindled into a public-house, the Black Bull, was 
anciently a guild or fraternity, dedicated to St. Margaret and 
Catherine. Some remains of the Brotherhood-house exist; 
but now converted into lofts and stabling — ^the oaken timbers 
are grooved and ribbed with age. Here we may truly say, 

" Sic transit gloria mondi !'' 
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WOBURN. 



[Denbigh Hall is the nearest point to Wobum, but 
when that station is abandoned, it will be necessary for the 
visitor to Wobum to alight at Leighton Buzzard.] 

This particularly neat and dean town* is situated on the 

western side of the county, bordering on Buckinghamshire, 

and consists chiefly of one street, formed by the road from 

Dunstable to Ampthill. Its importance is derived from the 

elegant mansion and extensive park in its vicinity belonging 

to the Duke of Bedford, more than from any remarkable 

events connected with its antiquitv or history. On the 1 9th 

of June, 1724, great part of it was destroyed by fire : but this 

* We are partly indebted for this description of Wobum and the 
Abbey to the *' Beauties of England and Wales." 

o 2 
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unfortunate circumstance, though distressing to individuals^ 
proved beneficial to the town; — ^for, 

** Partial evil is universal good," , 
as many houses were soon afterwards rebuilt in a more 
convenient and handsome manner, with the addition of some 
good inns and a market-house. The church was erected by 
Robert Hobbs, the late Abbot of Wobum. It then belonged 
to the abbey, and is still of exempt jurisdiction, being in the 
exclusive possession of the Duke of Bedford. This structure 
some years ago, furnished a whimsical instance of capricious 
taste ;* the body being completely detached from the tower, 
which stood at about six yards distance. The tower is a small 
square building, with large buttresses at the comers, and four 
pinnacles. The top is embrasured : the dial was about nine feet 
from the ground. The tower of the church is now joined to 
the body, and the dial elevated some twenty feet above its former 
situation. The church consists of three aisles, and a chancel ; 
the latter was embellished in a handsome manner by the fourth 
Duke of Bedford. On the north side of this building is a 

* It is doubtful if what is here called "capricious taste'' is not simply 
an imitation of the fashion of Italy, where there exist many instances 
of the tower (or belfry) being built entirely separate from tiie church. 
The most remarkable cases are those of Florence and Venice, where 
the " CampaniU ** or bell towers, form striking objects, standing alone 
in the vicinity of the church. Tlie former is of great height and built 
entirely of marble. That of Venice is well known as the spot whence 
Galileo, in the pursuit of his astronomical studies, discovered the satel- 
lites of Jupiter in the year 161 0. 
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curious marble monument for Sir Francis Stanton and family. 
It consists of two compartments, comprising twelve figures 
kneeling in devotional attitudes. The pu1pit» probably coeval 
with the abbey, is particularly deserving of notice, being richly 
ornamented with carving in the florid Gothic style. 

The munificence of the Russells has been of singular benefit 
to 'this town, where many monuments of their liberality exist. 
Francis, the first Earl of that name, founded and endowed a 
free-school : and a charity-school, for thirty boys and fifteen girls, 
which was afterwards erected by some other noble personage of 
the same family. These institutions are now consolidated. 
Here are likewise twelve alms-houses for as many poor fiEunilies, 
built by John, Duke of Bedford, in consequence of an act 
of Parliament passed in the year 1762. By the act, fifteen 
houses, cottages and tenements which had been vested in 
trustees for the benefit of the poor, and produced an annual 
income of about twenty-four pounds were given to the Duke, 
for the sole use of him and his hdrs ; on condition that he, or 
they, should erect, and keep m repair, twelve houses, for the 
habitation of the same number of indigent families to whom 
also the sum of thirty pounds annually is to be distributed in 
bread. Birchmore-house, and the surrounding lands, were 
made responsible for the due execution of this contract. 

There are few spots or places in our Island now become the 
site of extensive villages or towns, which are not remarkable in 
a greater or lesser degree for some natural curiosity, which ia 
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early times was probably the original cause of the settlement of 
the place, and of its sabsequent importance. In this neighbour- 
hood there is no opportunity for pointing the attention of our 
readers to elevations, where extensive views can be enjoyed, nor 
is there a river to beautify the landscape. But the valleys have 
their wonders as well as the hills ; and those who know little or 
nothing of the locality of Wobum wiU probably be surprised 
to learn, that it was celebrated in the days of Adrian for a natural 
production, which has now become a source of permanent wealth. 
We allude to the Pits whence Fullbr*8 Earth is dug in 
sufficient quantities for the supply of the whole kingdom. These 
Pits are situated two miles north of Wobum, in the parish of 
Wavendon (or " Wandon" as it is called) and about one-eighth 
of a mile on the western side of the Northampton road, which 
here forms the boundary between the two counties for upwards 
of a mile. The more ancient pit is in the county of Bedford, 
in the parish of Apsley, which adjoins that of Wavendon. 

British cloth is chiefly indebted to the cleansing qualities of 
this celebrated earth, for its great superiority over that manu- 
fieustured by other nations. In no other country is it found so 
free from foreign admixture, and no where, perhaps, is more 
adulteration practised, to meet competition in price. However, 
on account of its importance inthe wooUen trade, several severe 
laws have been made at different periods, since the reign of 
Charles the Second, to prevent its exportation. Nor are these 
acts of the British legislature without precedent, history 
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infornung us, that ihejulling business was an object of Roman 
attention, and that laws were expressly made by that nation, to 
regulate the employment. 

This earth is a marl, commonly of a greyish ash-coloured 
brown ; yet it greatly varies, and is found of different shades, 
from the very pale to the dusky, or almost black ; but always 
with a tinge of the yellowish green. The pit at Wavendon 
consists of two shafts ; one with . a ladder for the convenience 
of the labourers, the other to raise the earth. The descent 
is very disagreeable and the inside of the pit very damp. The 
wood- work on the top and sides of the excavated angles, is 
continually wet, and almost covered with Boletus Lachrymans 
(Dry-rot Boletus). The strata are disposed in the following 
order : — 

From the surface to the depth of six or seven feet, are several 
layers of sand, all of a reddish colour, but of difierent tints. 
Beneath is a thin stratum of sand-stone, and under this the 
fuller's earth. The upper stratum is. about a foot thick, but 
being generally impure, or mixed with sand, it is thrown aside, 
and the rest is taken up for use. The earth is disposed in 
layers (commonly about eighteen inches between one horizontal 
fissure and another), continued to the depth of eight or ten feet. 
Between the central layers is a thin stratum d matter, of less 
than an inch thick, which in taste, colour and external appearance, 
bears a striking resemblance to Terra Japonica. Beneath the 
whole is a bed of roug^h white free-stone^i ubout two feet thick ; 
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this is seldom dug through ; when it is, more strata of sand are 
discovered. The depth of the pit varies, it heing from twenty 
to thirty feet below the sur£Eu;e. 

The few authors who have written on the topography of 
this county, are unanimous in ascribing a petrifying quality to 
a small spring, said to be in the parish before mentioned, and 
not only the water, but the surrounding earth also, is reported to 
partake of the same property. Camden informs us, that those 
who belonged to the monastery, showed " a wooden ladder, 
which, after l3ring some time in the earth, was dug up all 
stone." The risible absurdity of this sentence can only be 
exceeded by the folly of Michael Dra3rton, poet laureate to 
James the first, who ipserted the following lines on this 
subject in his Poly-Olbion. 

" The brook which on her bank doth boast that earth aloqe. 
Which noted of this isle, converteth wood to stone. 
That httle Aspley's earth we anciently instile, 
'Mongst sundry other things, a wonder of our isle." 



This wonder of the poet, like many more extraordinary 
circumstances, had its, nine days of admiration paid by the 
multitude. The story has now fallen into general discredit ; 
and we learn, from the most unquestionable authority, that 
there is no such spring in the parish ! yet we have heard of 
some bits of the petrified wood, said to have been obtained 
here, which appeared handsome when poUshed ; and alsoi tha); 
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a pair of buttons had been made of it. But we have said 
enough on a baseless subject ; and, as the stream is wanting, 
whose qualities could alone give the tale credibility, shall 
dismiss it with the common motto, 



11 



" Ex nihilo nihfl fit 



About one mile east of the town is 

WOBURN ABBEY, 

the seat of the Duke of Bedford. This extensive and magni- 
ficent pile of building is situated in the midst of a large park. 
Its efifect is imposing and dignified. 

The ground plan of this elegant mansion forms a square of 
more than two hundred feet, containing a quadrangular court 
in the inside. It was erected on' the site of the old abbey, by 
John, the fourth Duke of the Russell family. The original 
building was founded in the year 1145, by Hugh de Bolebeck, 
a nobleman who had large possessions in the neighbourhood. 
It was intended for monks of the Cistercian order, a sect of 
religionists that sent many swarms into this country about the 
middle of the twelfth century. On the suppression of the 
religious houses, its revenues, according to Dugdale amounted 
to less than four hundred pounds. In the first year of Edward 
the sixth, it was granted, with many other ecclesiastical estates 
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to John, afterwards Lord Russell, a gentleman who was, 
honoured with several emplo3rments hy Henry the Eighth. In 
his family the possession has ever since remained. 

The new huilding has had many considerable alterations and 
improvements, particularly since it has been in the possession 
of the two last noble owners. The west front is built of the 
Ionic order, with a rusticated basement. The principal floor, 
or suite of rooms, on this side, consists of a saloon, state bed- 
room, drawing and dining-rooms: the south contains the 
library, breakfast, etruscan, and duke's room ; the east, the 
vestibule ; and the north, the French bed-rooms, and various 
other chambers. The collection of pictures in the apartments 
is extensive, and chiefly remarkable for the predominance of 
portraits of historical characters. We refer the reader to the 
catalogue of them, and the other works of art contained in the 
mansion, which will be found on the spot. The apartments 
are open to pubUc inspection on Mondays only. 

When part of the abbey was taken down in 1744, a corpse 
was discovered, the flesh of which was so sound as to bear 
cutting with a knife, though it must have been interred at 
least 200 years. Soon afterwards, on pulling down one of the 
walls of the abbey-church, a stone coffin was found, which 
consisted of several loose stones set in the ground; and in 
sinking a cellar, several more stone coffins were discovered, 
some of them very large, being six feet eight inches long in the 
inside ^ they had all a place shaped for a head, and most of 
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them two-or three holes at the bottom, doubtless to allow the 
percolation of moisture. Near them were two pots or urns, 
which, probably contained the hearts of some who had been 
buried there. On a scull belonging to some bones, which lay 
in a dense blue day, was some black cloth, which might have 
been a monk's cowl. Pieces of shoes were also found. 

From the Duke's apartments on the south side of the 
building, a covered way, or piazza, leads to the 

GALLBRT OF SCULPTURE, 

a splendid building, 140 feet in length, containing a rich 
collection of antique and modem works of art ; but what renders 
it peculiarly interesting to the connoisseur and artist, is the 
great lanti vase,'*' a curiosity demanding some detail. 

" This celebrated Bacchanalian Vase was purchased by the 
Duke from the noble collection of Lord Cawdor, in June, 
1 800, for seven hundred guineas. It is of the lotus form, bell- 
shaped, and was most probably consecrated to the god Bacchus, 
as may be concluded from the finely- sculptured bacchanalian 
masks, and other features that accompany it. It must, 
therefore, have been used either as a laver, or as a symbol only 
of this part of the heathen mythology, and ifor no other use ; 
for it is certain that no wine was ever poured into it. 

" This superb monument of antique decoration was dug up 

* See Eograving. 

p 
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9Qxne centuries ago, aiaong the ruins pf Adrian's villa, together 
with the fragments of three other vases of nearly similar 
dimensions, all of which^^j^eiared, by the situation in which 
they were found, to hag^ie occupied the same spot of that once 
extensive and niagnificent emporium of art^ It was then 
removed. to the yilla Lanti, near. Rome, where for many years 
it attracted the' notice, and excited the admiration of both the 
traveller and the artist. This, and one at Warwick Casth^ 
which is somewhat more decorated, are the only complete vases of 
the same dimensions and antiquity extant; and are, unquestionably, 
the most magnificent and noble sculptured specimens of antique 
decoration of this kind ever discovered. 

** The Lanti'vase was brought from Rome, half a century 
ago, at a considerable risk and expense, by the Right Honourable 
Lord Cawdor, on whose classical taste and judgment it must 
ever confer the highest credit. The removal of this grand 
work of art fi;om. that city, caused great jealousy among the 
superintendants of the Vatican Museum, then forming under 
the auspices of the reigning pontiff, the late Pius VI, ; who, it 
is well known, in his resentment on this occasion, threatened 
several persons concerned in the removal of the vase, with the 
gallies. 

" The dimensions of it are : diameter of the mole, six feet 
three inches; height, with its present plinth, six feet nine 
inches." 

Another account of this vase states, that " it is supposed to 
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have been reserved for lustrations, and other ceremonies iii 
which water was employed as a representative of purity, 
and was used before persons could be admitted to the Dionysiaii 
mysteries, and therefore may probably have stood in ancient 
times at the entrance of a Temple of Bacchus. By some, it is 
supposed, large as it is, that it was used for festive purposes at 
the splendid banquets of Adrian. It is mentioned by some 
ancient writers, that six hundred amphorae* of wine were mixed 
in one vase on such occasions." 

The sculptured masks which encircle it are eight in number. 
They display great force and beauty of execution> of which our 
engraving gives but an imperfect idea. Each mask would, of 
itself, make a picture of great interest. 

One of the ancestors of the RusseU family was Constable of 
Corfe Castle in the year 1221. They may date the era of their 
greatness to a violent storm, which happened about the year 
1500, on tiie coast of Dorset. Philip, Archduke of Austria, 
son of the Emperor Maximilian, being on a vo3rage to Spain, 
was obliged by the fury of a sudden tempest, to take refuge in 
the harbour of Weymouth. He was received on shore, and 
accommodated, by Sir Thomas Trenchard, who invited his 
relation, Mr. John Russell, to wait upon the Archduke. Philip 
was so much pleased with the polite manners and cultivated 
talents of Mr. Russell, who was conversant with both the French 

* The Roman amphora was seven gallons, which gives as the 
contents of one of these vases, 4200 gallons, or exactly 70 hogsheads 1 
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nnd German languages, that, on arriTing at Court, he recom- 
mended him to the notice of Henry the Seventh, who 
immediately sent for him to his palace, where he remained 
in great faybor until the king*8 death. In the estimation 
of Henry the Eighth he rose still higher, smce hy that 
Monarch he was made Lord Warden of the Stannaries, Lord 
Admiral of England and Ireland, Knight of the Garter, and 
Lord Privy Seal ; and, in 1538, was created Baron Russell, of 
Cheneys, in the county of Bucks ; which estate he afterwards 
acquired by marriage. At the coronation of Edward the Sixth, 
he officiated as Lord High Steward ; and two years afterwards, 
in the year 1549, was made Earl of Bedford. He died in 1554, 
and was buried at Cheneys, where many of his descendants 
hav4 also been interred. He was succeeded by his son 
Francis. On his death in the year 1585, the estates and titles 
devolved to his grandson Edward, whose father had been slain 
by the Scotch but two days before. Edward died in the year 
1627, and was succeeded by his cousin Francis, whose great 
plan of draining the level of the fens, added vast sums to his 
annual income. He died in 1641, and was succeeded by his 
eldest son, William, whose impartiality induced him to coincide 
occasionally with the measures of both parties during the 
dreadful contest between Charles the first and his parliament* 
He was at one period. General of the Horse, in t^ie army of the 
latter. Though he had no less than seven sons, he appears to 
have outlived them all ; for, on his death* in 1700, his honoura 
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and estates devolved on his grandson, Wriothesley ; who, 
dying of the small-pox in 1711, was succeeded by Wriothesley 
his son, who was then only about six years of age : -he dying 
in 1732, was succeeded by his brother, John, who was employed 
in the management of many important afiairs, particularly in the 
year 1763, when he negociated the peace of Versailles. 
Francis, the fifth duke, succeeded his grandfather in 1771 ; 
his father, the successor apparent, the accomplished Marquis 
of Tavistock, being killed by falling from his horse in 1767. 
John Russell the sixth, and present Duke, was bom 7th of 
July, 1766, having succeeded his brother the 2nd of March 
1802. The Ducal honours came to the family in 1694. 
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STONEY STRATFORD 



Fbom the present temporary station at Denbigh Hall, the 
above town stands on the great high road called the Watling 
Street, five miles and a half distant. When the next opening 
of the Railroad takes place, its situation from the Wolverton 
Station, will be about three miles, or half way from London to 
Birmingham. Stoney Stratford can boast of antiquity, having 
been called in Roman times " Lactodorum,** which signified a 
river forded by means of stepping-stones. The river is the Ouse, 
and runs at the north end of the town towards Buckingham. 
At one of the inns, Richard the Third when Duke of Gloucester, 
accompanied by the Duke of Buckingham, seized the Prince 
Edward, son of Edward the Fourth, and arrested Lord Richard 
Grey and Sir Thomas Vaughan. At Passenham, one mile 
distant, the army of Edward the Elder was stationed, whilst he 
fortified Towcester. These are the chief events by which its 
history has been marked in the olden time. 
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In the month of May, 1742, a dreadful conflagration 
destroyed nearly two thirds of the east side of the town. This 
was the era of wooden hvdldings, and such events were com* 
mon. The hody of the Church of St. Mary Magdalen was 
humt, hut the Tower heing spared, now stands alone, a rehc of 
the event, keeping watch like a mighty giant over the numer- 
ous graves with which the church-yard is fiUed. 

Stoney Stratford extends a mile on each side of the road, 
and so regularly is this order of huilding preserved, that even 
the Church of St. Giles, on the west side, takes its place in 
the rank, ahutting upon the street. There are no ancient 
monuments, and hut few modem ones. The only inscription 
deserving of notice is in honour of a reverend pluralist, 

" Leonard Sedgwick, M. A., who was forty-five years 
minister of the church. Rector of Thornton and Preben- 
dary of lincohi — who, whilst his health and strength 
would permit, was faithful and diligent in the discharge of 
all the branches of his pastoral office and died in 1747." 

The curfew, or eight o'clock bell, is rung here in the winter 
months, and also a beU at five o'clock in the morning all the 
year. Until recently, this beU was sounded at four o^dock, but 
the churchwardens, as the old sexton stated, decided that " four 
was too early to disturb the inhabitants." This ringing is of 
course a relic of the matias of the Catholic Church. 
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The trade of the place does not appear to be of a lucrative 
character, smce not even a little oil, or gas, is afforded to illiimi- ■\ 

nate the streets at night, which, when the moon deigns not 
to shine, are enveloped in truly Cimmerian darkness, with the j 

exception only of a glimmering lamp at the doors of the inns. 

The bustle occasioned by the arrival and departure of 
coaches about mid-day and midnight is sufficiently remarkable, 
since the place with its multitude of inns may be compared to | 

a great " half way house," between the metropohs and a num- ! 

ber of towns in the north of England. By the establishment 
of the station at Denbigh HaU, it has received a temporary 
accession of transit business, which, however, together with the 
old trade, must disappear when the Railroad takes its next stride 
towards Birmingham. After the times when the glut of coaches 
has passed, and in the evening particularly, the very stones 
of Stoney Stratford would be upon the qui vive, if any unusual 
sound were to disturb their rest. The immediate neighbour- 
hood appears to be destitute of any particular attractions for a 
visitor. 

One of the Crosses erected by King Edward the First to the 
memory of his beloved consort, Eleanor, formerly stood in the 
centre of this town ; but during the civil wars, the puritans, in 
the barbarous warfare which they insanely carried on against 
works of taste, demolished this pile, imagining that a monu- 
ment sacred to conjugal affection, was a desecration of the 
land which their ferocity was permitted to ravage and degrade. 
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THE ROMAN VILLA. 



Six miles from Stoney Stratford ^md exactly two miles from 
Buckingham, in a field on the right hand as the traveller 
passes from the former towards the latter town, are seen the 
excavations of this newly discovered remains of a Roman 
dwelling — a " Villa," or comitry residence, probahly of some 
governor of the province of Flavia Casariensis, which compre- 
hended within its division the county of Buckingham^ 
afterwards, under the Saxons, a part of Mercia. From Stoney 
Stratford, on the great Roman road (the Watling Street), 
there branched off one of the vicinal ways, or cross roads, 
towards Buckingham, then, no doubt, a Roman station, since 
it is known to have been the scene of wars between that 
powerful people and the Aborigines of the Island. Some 
intelligent inhabitant of the county in which this discovery has 
been made, wiU, doubtless, amply satisfy the puUic curiosity. 
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by details of the present condition, and plans of the numerous 
apartments originally comprising the Villa, although a 
superficial description here, may, in the interim, not be entirely 
unworthy of perusal. There is no standard for the value to be 
attached to, or for the interest to be felt, in contemplating 
works of antiquity. It is not enough to say that " splendid" 
remains are to be seen in other parts of the Island, or, that 
because an individual has walked over the resuscitated streets 
of Pompeii, therefore a Roman ruin of a less magnificent 
character is to be disregarded. The pleasure derived from 
such scenes, is that which carries the mind back to the time of 
a great people, now extinct — the examining the works of hands 
which have long since passed into dust, and the pacing of 
apartments tenanted by unknown famihes, who have left no 
vestige of their rank, but the places where they ate, drank, slept, 
and bathed. It is such considerations as these which, in our 
opinion, render any object of antiquity, however mean in 
character, worthy of examination. 

It is a habit with the honest but unlearned portion of the 
pubHc, to associate with all that is ancient, the abbeys and 
monasteries of the country, all of which Henry the VIII. 
enjoys the reputation of having ruined. The name of 
CromweU is equally famous for the destruction of castles 
and decapitating statues. Thus in the neighbourhood of this 
Roman villa, you will be told, that *' it might have been an 
abbey or a monastery; for there were 6a^^, and all that." 
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Baths in a monastery ! Such indulgences were not always 
among tlie luxuries of the monastic times. The Romans 
"did" as "they do at Rome." Whatever country they conquered 
or settled^ their fashions and customs were carried thither ; 
just as in our day the Enghsh have introduced horse races into 
France. No Roman house of any note was without its haths, 
and there having already been discovered several in the villa in 
question, sufSidently proves that it has been the habitation of 
no mean nor obscure individual. 

It is because i\xe floors of the apartments and the foundations 
of the building are all that remain, that we are more particularly 
attracted to the baths. The uses of other rooms can only be 
conjectured from their relative positions, their size, and the 
quality of material and workmanship of the tessellated 
pavement. 

The usual suite of baths was the Frigidarium (or cold) ; the 
Tepidarium (or warm) ; and the Sudatoria (sweating or vapour) 
baths. The Apodytorium was the undressing-room. All these 
are found at Buckingham Villa. The engraved plate shews 
an exact representation of one of the joints of the flues by 
which the steam was conveyed from the furnace to the Sudatoria. 
The flues are, in places, single — in others, in pairs. On a dose 
inspection of the interior of the flue, it is found that a considerably 
decomposition of the clay has taken place from the action of 
the steam. The exterior, on the contrary^ is as fresh and 
angular as when it came out of the hands of the potter. The 
pattern upon two of its sides was stamped by a tool of ^ 
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serpentine form^ having twelve lines or grooves, and the entire 
figure was produced by turning the tool, or stamping twice. 
It is worthy of remark, that the grooved sides are all placed 
against each other ; evidently a contrivance to keep them in 
their places, and apparently to supersede or economize the use 
of mortar or cement. The general plan of the baths at 
Pompeii are thus described by Sir William Gell : 

" The furnace was round, and had, in the lower part of it, 
two pipes which transmitted hot air under the pavements and 
between the walls of the vapour baths, which were built hollow 
for that purpose. Close to the furnace, at a distance of four 
inches, a round vacant place remains, in which was placed the 
copper (Caldarium) for boiling water, near which, with the 
same interval between them, was situated the copper for warm 
water (jtepidarittm) ; and at the distance of two feet from this, 
was the receptacle for cold water (frigidarium), which was 
square. A constant communication was muntained between 
these vessels, so that as fast as hot water was drawn off from 
the caldarium, the void was supplied from the tepidatium, which 
being already considerably heated, did but slightly reduce the 
temperature of the hotter boiler. The tepidarium in its turn, 
was supphed from a tank, and that from an aqueduct, so that 
the heat which was not taken up by the first boiler, passed on 
to the second, and instead of being wasted, did its office in 
preparing the contents of the second for the higher temperature 
which it was to obtain in the first. It is but lately this principle 
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kas been imirodueed UUo modem Jvmaces, but its use in reducing 
the conaamption of fuel is well known." 

The floors of all the rooms are covered with tessara, or 
mosaic pavement, formed out of two materials — ^red day, and 
a greyish stone« The former is generally placed round the 
apartment in a border of about two feet wide, whilst the latter 
occupies the centre. The effect produced is that of a carpet. 
These mosaics are in general square, and vary in diameter from 
an inch to two inches ; the latter size indicating apartments of 
inferior grade, probably those of the domestics. One room of 
a superior order, measures eighteen feet square. The tessane 
were embedded in mortar, but of a loose kind ; and, indeed, 
the workmanship throughout the entire building is of a rough 
character. Tlie upper surfaces of the floors are worn smooth 
— a sure indication that they were trodden for many years by 
their anonymous inhabitants. 

At this point we feel that we have already gone beyond the 
limit we prescribed to ourselves at starting, which was, to 
attempt sketches of places within about five miles on either 
side of the Railway ; but being unable to resist the attractions 
of antiquity, we found it equally difficult to deny ourselves the 
pleasure of a visit to the magnificent domain of the Duke of 
Buckingham, " Stowe Park," to which we propose now to 
direct the attention of our readers. It may be reached either 
by way of the village of Maid's Moreton, or Buckingham. 
Heretofore, those who read of the beauties of Stowe, and of the 
rare and magnificent objects which it contains, could not 
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contrive to view them without the sacrifice of several days ; the 
chief part of which time would be consumed in travelling. In 
future, by means of the Railway, the object (including an 
inspection of the Roman Villa) may be easily compassed within 
twelve or thirteen hours. Leaving London or Birmingham 
in the morning by the early train, the traveller will be at 
Wolverton, when the line is open so far, by a quarter past nine ; 
thence the distance to the village of Stowe is but ten miles, 
which may easily be reached by eleven. Allowing four hours to 
be spent in the grounds and palace, there will still be time 
enough to dine and return to Wolverton for the five o'clock or 
a later train ; and on week days, those who choose to defer their 
return until the last departure, may add three hours to the time 
allowed above, and yet be home shortly after ten o'clock at night. 
Many who in this " land of shopkeepers " could not formerly 
venture on the expedition without making a considerable 
sacrifice of valuable time, may now indulge their taste at a 
comparatively trifling expense and without fatigue. 
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BUCKINGHAM, 



(This ancient town is considered by the best authorities, as 
the spot where the Roman general, Aulus Plautius, surprised 
and routed the Britons under the command of the vaUant 
daractacus, and of a less celebrated British king, called 
Togodumnus. There is a marvellous story connected with it 
of one St. Rumbald, who, according to the legend, "lived 
but three days, during which period he professed himself a 
Christian, performed miracles, and made a wUl, bequeathing 
his body to be deposited in the church at Buckingham for ever, 
after it had previously rested at King's Sutton (which had the 
honour of giving him birth) for one year, and at Brackley for 
two years." This tale, generated by craft and credited by 
ignorance, in the dark ages, proved a source of considerable 
revenue to Buckingham, where several inns were established 
for the accommodation of the numerous pilgrims, 'whom 
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superstitious credulity induced to make ofierings at his shrine. 
Leaving, however, fiction for history, we find that, 

A.D. 918. Edward the Elder resided here for a short time, 
and caused two forts to be built and garrisoned on 

each side of the river, to repel the Danes. 

« 

941. — ^The town was ravaged by Danish soldiers. 

1010. — ^The Danes having plundered the adjacent country, 
retreated to Buckingham to secure the spoils of the 
war. 

1066. — It was the only borough in the county; was an 
inconsiderable place, " and only taxed for one hide.*' 

In the reign of Edward III. its importance was increased by 
that prince making it a mart for wool ; but the trade 
being removed to Calais, it again declined. 

In the 27th year of Henry VIII., it was enumerated amongst 
the decayed Cities and Towns, for whose relief an act 
of Parliament was then passed, and the assizes, pre- 
viously held here, were removed to Aylesbury. 



In 1 724. — a dreadful fire happened, wlien, out of 387 houses, 
138 were entirely consumed; the damage being 
estimated at £40,000. Since this accident its trade 
has in a small degree revived, and part of the "county 
business" brought back, as is testified by an inscrip* 
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tion over the door of the gaol, attributing its erection 
in 1758, to Lord Cobham. This building is a square, 
battlemented, ugly burlesque on a castle, and stands 
isolated in the centre of the town; but it is in 
contemplation to remove it, and the sooner that 
resolution is carried into effect, the better. 

THB CHURCH 

was built in 1777, at an expense of £9,000, of which £7,000 
was contributed by Earl Temple, and £2,000 raised by life 
annuities, the interest being charged upon the poor's rates, 
which (together with the hard times in 1801) raised the poor's 
rates to 22s. in the pound. The interior is on the plan of the 
Portland Chapel, in London. The altar is embeUished with a 
copy of Raphael's "Transfiguration." No interments are 
permitted in, or near the Church, nor funeral ceremonies allowed 
to be performed. 

The river Ouse winds round three sides of the town. There 
still remains a house anciently known by the name of the 
*'Wool-HaU." 

There is a free-school, founded about 1540, by Isabel 
Denton. The town is a dull place, and we hasten to conclude 
our account of it — 

" So much for Buckingham /" 
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STOWE. 



The earliest account of the Manor of Stowe is contained in 
" Domesday book," which states, that in the reieni of Edward 
the Confessor, its value was 60s. and that it was held of the 
Bishop of Bayeaux,* in Lower Normandy, by Robert Dayley 
and Roger Ivory. In 1088 the Bishop was dispossessed of 
his lands, when Robert and Roger obtained them, and divided 
the Manor, Stowe being retained by Robert, who founded a 
church in his castle at Oxford, and endowed it with this 
domain. Henry VIII. erected the abbey into a cathedral. 
Queen Elizabeth granted it to three gentlemen who conveyed 
it to John Temple, Esq, in 1592, who was of a family which 
traced their maternal descent from Leofric, Earl of Mercia. In 
1714 the estate devolved to Viscount Cobham, who died 1749, 
and was succeeded by Hester, wife of Richard Grenville, Esq. 
of Wootton, who was created Countess Cobham a month 
after her brother's decease. Thus the fEunily of the Grenvilles 

* Bayeaux is four miles from the English Channel and fifteen miles 
from Caen- In the cathedral of this town (which has three towers) there 
is a piece of tapestry, representing the history of the conquest of England 
by William the First, on a vast linen web, four hundred and forty-two 
feet long and two broad ; and supposed to have been executed by 
Matilda, the Conqueror's wife, or the Empress Matilda, daughter of 
Henry I. 
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attamed possession of the manor, estates, and titles ; the present 
owner being created " Marquis of Buckingham/* in 1784. 

Stowe,* when beheld at a distance, appears like a vast grove 
interspersed with columns, obehsks, and towers, which 
apparently emerge from a luxuriant mass of foliage. The 
gardens obtained their distinguished celebrity from the 
alterations effected by Lord Cobham, under whose direction 
the groves were planted, the lawns laid out, many of the build- 
ings erected, and the corridors and wings added to the north 
front of the house. The gardens were begun when an affected 
regularity was the mode ; when straight paths, canals, avenues, 
and fountains, were considered as the greatest beauties ; and 
the formalities of art studiously displayed in every shape of 
monstrous deformity. 

" The suffering eye inverted Nature sees ; 
Trees cut to statues, statues thick as trees." 

Stowe partook of the general incongruity ; and the graceful 
variety of Nature was tortured into stiffness and absurdity. 
This state of things, however, is now changed. The gardens 
have been altered with the times, and the natural beauty of 
the situation allowed to display itself. 

The first professional artist employed to lay out the grounds 
was Bridgeman, whose plans and drawings of their features at 
that period, are still in the possession of the Marquis. Some 

* The descriptive particulars of the grounds and adjuncts of Stowe 
park are abridged from Britten and Brayley's " Beauties of England 
and Wales," to which excellent work we are also indebted for many 
other facts dispersed over this volume. 
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of the absurdities left by Bridgeman were removed by Kent, 
who was consulted in the double capacity of architect and 
gardener. To this *' father of modem gardening" is Stowe 
indebted for many of its distinguished ornaments. "Mahomet/* 
says Mr. Walpole, ** imagined an Elysium ; but Kent created 
many." Several other amateurs and artists have successively 
directed alterations here, and most of them have left some 
specimen of their respective partialities. While the formal 
mode of gardening prevailed, Stowe led the fashion, and many 
aped its incongruities ; yet, to the honour of the taste and 
judgment of this country, the formalities of system are nearly 
abolished ; and nature, ever beautiful and ever var3ring, is justly 
considered as the proper archetype to be imitated in modem 
pleasure grounds. Some of the most elegant and correct 
writers have classed the varieties of scenery under three peculiar 
and distinct characters : the beautiful, the picturesque, and the 
sublime. Few domains in the kingdom can boast the possession 
of all these characters ; yet the two first, and a very considerable 
portion of the latter, may be foUnd at Stowe, where the beautiful 
is apparent in its parterres, elegant buildings, and flower- 
gardens ; the picturesque, though not a prominent feature, can 
easily be seen in the embowered groves, grottos, and heads 
of the lake ; and the grand, bordering on sublimity, certainly 
belongs to i£s noble mansion, and the extensive views which it 
commands^ where 

** The soft distance, melting from the eye, 
Dissolves its form into the azure sky." 
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The first ardiitectural object which attracts attention is a 

CORINTHIAN ARCH, 

or Gateway, sixty feet high by sixty wide, erected on the 
brow of a hill, one mile from the south front of the house, 
after a design of Thomas Pitt, Lord Camelford. The 
principal approach is conducted through this building, 
where a grand di^lay of the mansion, groves, temples, obelisks 
and water, are at once presented to the admiring spectator. 
At a short distance from the arch is one of the entrances to the 
gardens. These extensive and highly decorated grounds 
contain about four hundred acres, diversified with a great 
number of distinct scenes, each distinguished with taste and 
fancy, and each having a complete character of its own, 
independent of other objects. The whole is enclosed within a 
sunken fence, which extends nearly four miles in circumference, 
and is accompanied by a broad gravel walk, skirted with rows 
of lofty elms. This path leads to many of the buildings, and to 
several interesting scenes, admitting occasional peeps into the 
surrounding park, and views of the distant country. Near this 
entrance are two 

IONIC PAVILIONS, 

originally designed by Kent, but smce altered by Signer Borra, 
architect to the late King of Sardinia. In the front of these 
builcUngs the water spreads out to a considerable lake, which 
divides itself into two branches, and retires through beautiful 
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valleys to the east, and to the north. The upper end is concealed 
amidst a mass of woods, here it falls over some artificial ruins, 
and again extends its broad bosom to reflect the variegated 
scenery. The path westward leads to a rude pile of buildings, 
called the hermitage, and also to the 

TEMPLE OP VENUS, 

which wafi designed and executed by Kent. This is a square 
building, decorated with Ionic columns, connected by semi-^ 
circular arcades to a pavilion at each extremity. The 

queen's statue 

is situated on the side of a hill, and completely enveloped with 

trees. The figure of Queen Caroline is supported by four Ionic ^ 

columns. Hence the path leads to the 

BOYCOTT PAVILION, 

designed by Vanburgh : and the principal entrance gate^ 
designed by Kent. Returning towards the house, we discover 

the I 

TEMPLE OP BACCHUS. 

built from a design of Vanburgh, whence the view is 
particularly beautiful. In the centre of a large lawn, encircled i 

with trees, is 

THE ROTUNDA, 

raised upon ten Ionic columns, and ornamented in the centre 
with a statue of Bacchus. Beyond this, the lake spreads it9 
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pellucid waters^ reflecting the Temple of Venus and its richly 
wooded scenery. 

These are the principal objects on the south and west sides 
of the garden. On the east is the entrance to the 

ELTSIUM FIELDS, 

where the figures of heroes, poets^ and philosophers seem 
to justify the name. This part is watered by a small rivulet, 
which flowing from the grotto, passes through a valley 
ornamented with a number of fine old trees, and then empties 
itself into the lake. The valley includes some of the most 
charming views, and objects in the whole district. 

A DORIC ARCH ; 

decorated with the statues of Apollo and the Muses, leads from 
the Parterre into the Elysium Fields. This building is situated 
on an eminence, and inscribed to Her Royal Highness, Princess 
Sophia Amelia, who on visiting Stowe in the year 1766, was 
complimented with some verses by the late Countess Temple. 
Through the Arch the 

PALLADIAN BRIDGE 

is seen, and a castellated Lodge built on the opposite hill. On 
the right is the temple of, friendship ; on the left are the 

TEMPLES OF ANCIENT VIRTUE and of 

BRITISH WORTHIES ; 

the one in an elevated situation, the other near the water's 
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edge. The three latter buildings are decorated with statues and 
busts of those persons who have been most distinguished for 
military, moral, and literary merit. By placing here the meed 
of valour, and paying a just tribute to departed genius, the 
character intended to be given to the spot is poetically expressed ; 
and the ideas excited, teach us to respect merit, and emulate 
the actions which lead to fame. 

The Temple of Ancient Virtue is a circular building of the 
Ionic order, embowered " within the thicket's gloomy shade," 
and admirably adapted for pensive meditation. The dome is 
supported by sixteen columns. The inside is decorated with 
four statues by Scheemaker. 

The Temple of British Worthies is a semi- circular building, 
erected on the banks of the upper lake, after a design by Kent. 
It contains the busts of the following celebrated characters, 
with appropriate inscriptions : — ^Alexander Pope, Sir Thos, 
Gresham, Ignatius Jones, John Milton, William 
Shakespeare, John Locke, Sir Isaac Newton, Sir 
Francis Bacon, Lord Verulam, King Alfred, Edward, 
Prince op Wales, Queen Elizabeth, King William 
III., Sir Walter Raleigh, Sir Francis Drake, John 
Hampden, Sir John Barnard. 

the grotto 

is situated in a romantic dell, and composed of broken stones, 
pebbles, flints, shells, spars, and other materials. It consists 
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of two caverns : from the lowermost, the water flows into 
a rivalet ornamented with several small islands, and over- 
shadowed hy a variety of intersecting branches. Fossils, 
petrifactions, and spars, constitute the inside of the grotto, 
which is also decorated with two white marble basons, and a 
statue of Venus, apparently rising from the bath. A mirror 
placed behind this statue reflects the whole scene with consider- 
able e£Fect. In this romantic iq>ot, George the Fourth dined 
when he visited Stowe. 

THB TBMPLB OF CONCORD AND VICTORT 

is a large handsome building, of an oblong shape, decorated 

• 

with twenty-eight fluted Ionic columns. This is acknowledged 
to be one of the most chaste and elegant ornamented structures 
in the kingdom; and as long as it continues to exist, the 
architect will need no other monument to record his taste and 
judgment. It was originally designed by Kent, who nearly 
followed the shape and measurements of the " Maison Quarr^e *' 
at Nismes ;* but the internal decorations were completed in 
1763 by Signor Borra, when the late Lwd Temple gave 
it the appellation which it now bears, to perpetuate the 
remembrance of the peace then ratified at Fontaniebleau. 

* The ** Maison Carrie ** at Nismes in' France, is an obhng square 
building — ^its present being its modem name. Anciently it was a 
Roman Temple. The town of Nismes also boasts of a Roman 
Amphitheatre in excellent preservatiott ; Batiis, Fountains, Statues, 
and other antiquities ; and is supposed, with the exception of Rome, to 
coBtam more Roman remains ^an any other eity of Bisope. 
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LORD COBHAm's PILLAR, 

on the other side of the valley^ is one hundred and fifteen feet 
high, surmounted with a statue of his Lordship. It was 
originally designed hy Gihbs, but has been altered by Valdr6, 
who enlarged the pedestal, in order to receive four lions, that 
are now placed on the angles. The view from the top will 
repay the trouble of ascending. 

Near this column is a beautiful temple, called 

THE queen's building, 

originally designed by Kent, since whose time it has been 
augmented by a Corinthian portico, leading to a large, elegant 
room, decorated with scagliola columns and pilasters, support- 
ing a trunk ceiling, executed from, the design of " the Temple 
of the Sun and Moon " at Rome. 

On the opposite side of a deep valley, is the most picturesque 
and curious building in the gardens, denominated 

THE GOTHIC TEMPLE. 

This is a triangular building, with a pentagonal tower at each 
comer ; one of which rises to the height of seventy feet, and 
terminates with battlements and pinnacles ; the others are 
surmounted with domes. The whole is constructed vrith a 
brownish stone, and being seated on the brow of a hill, forms 
an interesting object from many parts of the gardens. The 
inside is richly ornamented with light columns, and various 
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pointed arches: and the windows are glazed with a fine 
collection of old painted glass, on which a variety of sacred 
suhiects and armorial bearings are represented. The principal 
room is circular : and its dome is ornamented with the descents 
and intermarriages of the Temple £Eimily, in a regular series of 
armorial bearings, from the Saxon Earls of Leicester, to the 
late Lord Viscount Cobham, and Hester> Countess of Temple, 
his sister and heiress. Two of the towers contain small circular 
chapels, -decorated with painted ^ass, of the armorial bearings 
of different families. In the other tower is the stair-case 
leading to the gaUery on the second story, where there are two 
other small chapels, vrith the arms of the Saxon heptarchy. 
This stair-case leads to the top of the highest tower, where a 
very extensive view is obtained, comprehending the greater 
part of the domain. 

In a woody recess, near the temple, are some good statues 
by Rysbrack, of the seven Saxon deities who gave names to the 
days of the week ; on each of which is a Saxon inscription. 
At the bottom of a gentle dedivity is 

THB PALLADIAN BRIDGE, 

SO denominated from being built after a design by the celebrated 
Italian architect Palladio of Vicenza. It has one large, and 
four small arches, and is decorated with a balustrade on each 
side, and sixteen Ionic columns supporting a roof. This bridge 
is built of the same shape and dimensions as that at Wilton in 
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WOtshirCi the seat of Lord Pemfaroke. Near it is, 

THB TSMPLB OF 9HIBND8HIP, 

built in tiie Toscan style of architectarei and omamented with 
a portico, supported by four cohimnB. The inside is fumislied 
with busts of the following celebrated and noble personages :-^ 
Frederic, Prince of Wales, Earl Chesterfibld, £arl 
Westmoreland, Earl Marghmont, Lord Cobsam, Lord 
GowER, Lord Bathurst, Richard Grenville, latb Earl 
Temple, William Pitt, late Earl of Chatham, Gboroe, 
LATE Lord Lyttletok. 

We cannot help objecting to the taste which suggested the 
placing such beautiful objects of art as these marble busts, 
which have all, apparently, been executed by the first masters', 
in so gloomy a building. They would be more " at home " in 
the Library of the noble Duke. 

The remaining objects on this side of the gardens, are 

THB pebble ALCOVB, AND CONeRBTE's MONUMENT, 

executed from a design by Kent. This is decorated with 
emblematic devices, expressive of the poet's peculiar bent oi 
genius in dramatic compositions. On the top sits a monkey 
viewing himself in a glass. 

Such are the principal objects in these celebrated gardens, 
where, as Walpole observes, " the rich landscapes occasione 
by the multiplicity of temples and obehsks, and the various 
pictures that present themselves as we change our situation, 
occasion both surprise and pleasure, sometimes recalling Albao'9 
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landscapes tx> oar mind; and oftener to oar fimcy» the idolatroiis 
and luxurious vales of Daphne and Tempe." 

THE HOUSE 

is situated on an eminence, rising gradually from the lake 
to the south front, which is the principal entrance. It eovers 
a large extent of ground, and measures from east to west (with 
the offices,)nine hundred and sixteen feet, of which the central 
four hundred and fifty-four include the principal apartments. 
These range on each side the saloon, and communicate with 
each other hy a series of doors, placed in a direct line. The 
south or garden front is composed of a centre, two colonnades, 
and two pavilion wings, the same height as the centre. 
This side has a rusticated basement, and is adorned with 
a great number of Corinthian and Ionic columns and pilasters. 
The design of this front has been attributed to Mr. Wyatt ; 
but we are assured that no professional architect was employed, 
and that it owes its composition wholly to the Lords Cobham and 
Camelford. The portico, or loggia, is approached by a flight 
of thirty-one steps, at the bottom of which are two massive 
lions, executed after the model of those in the garden vestibule 
of the " Villa Medici " at Rome. The loggia is formed by six 
Corinthian columns, and two pilasters, which support a pro- 
jecting pediment. The inside is decorated with thirteen figures 

in basso-relievo, representing a sacrifice to Bacchus ; and 

r2 
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also four colofisal fiemale stataes, and two fine antique fignies 
in white marble, of Cybele and Juno. 

The Mansion now under consideration, is vast in its pro- 
portions, and grand in its decorations, perhaps, in a degree, equal 
to any noble residence of which this kingdom can boast, but as 
respects the interior, having no wish to inferfere with those 
who prepare them, we refer the reader to the " Guide Books," 
which are never wanting in or near any spot of great interest 
in this country. The Saloon, the HaQs, the Drawing- Rooms, 
the State Galleries, State Dressing* Rooms, and State Bed- 
Chambers, State Closets, Music-Room, and Library of Stowe, 
have in the "Guide," each and all a due share of consideration and 
detail, which in this case they well deserve. It is almost a 
truism to say, that an enumeration of the mere titles and 
qualities of Pictures, is a dull affair, and particularly so to 
readers. We preferred trusting to our own impressions, and 
amongst the Pictures, observed originals or " chef-d'ceuvres" of 
almost every eminent master of ancient and modem times, and 
of course embracing subjects of every variety of historical 
interest. In selecting a trio, for the sake of adding a few 
words of Biography and anecdote to each, it is not intended 
to disparage any other of the crowd of worthy and eminent 
individuals, who gaze upon each other in the magnificent 
apartments at Stowe. 

BLBANOB OWTKN; 

whole length portrait by Sir Peter Lely. "NeU," the 
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fiusetiouB mistress of the inconstant Charles> was the 
daughter of a tradesman in low circamstances^ and her employ- 
ment in the early part of her life, was equally menial with her 
origin. From selling oranges at a theatrci her buddingbeauty and 
sprightly disposition advanced her to the stage ; and her genius 
being, adapted to the airy, fantastic exhibitions of the comic 
Muse, she became the general favourite of the votaries of Thalia. 
Mrs. Gwynn was of small stature, and Dryden, through whose 
patronage she had performed some superior characters, caused 
her to speak an epilogue under the shade of a hat of the 
circumference of a large coach- wheel, as lately represented at 
Drury-Lane Theatre. The singularity of her appearance, and 
her archness of enunciation, convulsed the house with laughter, 
and was the immediate precursor of her elevation to the 
monarch's favour. The coach-wheel was to her the wheel of 
Fortune. Charles was then in the theatre, and on the conclusion 
of the performance invited her to supper, and conveyed her 
home in his own carriage. This sudden advance of circum- 
stances seems to have had very little influence on her temper. 
She still continued gay, wild, and sportive-equalities which so 
efifectually endeared her to the King, that all the beauty of his 
other mistresses could never deprive her of lus affection. Her 
ingenious levity of speech, and acute penetration, may be 
illustrated by a short anecdote. Charles was frequently at 
variance with his Council and Parliament ; and one day when 
the remonstrances of his subjects, and debates in his Cabinet, 
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had much afiected him,' he entered her apartments in a very 
pensive mood, and, on her requesting information as to the 
cause of his melancholy, exclaimed : " O ! Nell ! Nell ! what 
can I do to please the people of England ? I am torn in pieces 
by their clamours." — '* There is one way left," said the shrewd 
Eleanor ; '* but the expedient, I am afraid, it will be difficult to 
persuade you to embrace." — ** What is that ?" asked the King, 
in a tone expressive of curiosity. " Only dismiss your ladies, 
and mind yom* business,*' rephed NeU, "the people wiQ soon 
be pleased." She died at her house in Pall-Mall, in the 
year 1691. 

JOSBPH ADDISON, 

the moral and elegant author of the Spectator, is painted 
by Kneller. The following extracts from a letter, not 
generally known, sent by Addison to a lady whom he had 
formerly loved, and from whom he received certain hints 
impossible to be misunderstood, convey a very exalted idea of 
the purity of his heart. 

" It would be ridiculous in me, after the late intimation you 
were pleased to favour me with, to affect any longer an igno- 
rance of your sentiments, however opposite an approbation of 
them must be to the dictates of reason and justice. This 
expression, I am sensible, may appear inconsistent in the mouth 
of a polite man, but I hope it is no disgrace to a sincere one. 
In matters of importance; delicacy ought to give way to truth. 
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and ceremofny must be sacrifioed to cwndowt. An honefet freedom 
is the privilege of ingenuity, and the mind which is above the 
practice of deeek, can never stoop to be guilty oi flattery. You 
have passions you say. Madam ; give me leave to answer, you 
have understanding also : you have a heart susceptible of the 
tenderest impressions; but a soul, if you choose to awaken it, 
beyond an imwarrantable indulgence of them; and let me 
^Gitreat you, f<»: your own sske, to resist any giddy impulse or 
ill-placed inclination, which shall induce 3rou to entertain a 
thought prejudicial to your honour and repugnant toyour virtue/ ' 

After mentioning the affection he had conceived for her 
while single, he adds, 

" Time and absence at length abated a hopeless passion, and 
your marriage with my patron effectually cured it. Do not. 
Madam, endeavour to rekindle that flame : do not destroy a 
tranquillity I have just begun to taste, and blast your own 
honour, which has hitherto been unsullied." 

MB. QUIN, 

by Gainsborough. Few heroes df the " sock and buskin" have 
experienced such various transitions of fortune as this gentleman. 
He was bred to the inheritance of a handsome estate, of which, 
on the death of his father, he obtained possession, but was 
afterwards ejected by an unexpected claimant, who proved to 
be the real heir. He was then reduced to seek a livelihood on 
the stage, and doomed, for a considerable time, to represent 
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the most inferior characters, until the death of Booth paved 
the way for his moving in a higher sphere, and ultimately, to 
his exaltation to the management of Drury Lane Theatre. 
When the current of popular opinion set so strongly in favour of 
Garrick, that all rival competition was fruitless, Quin retired to 
Bath on a moderate fortune. He died in that city, in the 
year 1766. 

The gems of art dispersed through the apartments, are rare 
and curious, and demonstrate the taste> backed by the wealth, 
of the noble individuals who collected them. In the " Siati 
bed-room" there is an extensive collection of China placed in 
two recesses, and guarded by two Chinese figures of the size of 
life, which represent the true cast of the Chinese face, and the 
peculiarity of eye, not to be matched, perhaps in the whole, 
British dominions. These figures are capable of 

'' nid nid nodding*' 

at each other, the artist having given them a semi-life in this 
particular. The head of the lady is decorated with a costly 
tiara of gold, from which are suspended a series of graceful 
drops. In an adjoining closet are many beautiful paintings, 
and, (what is worthy of remark) a piece of the cloth embroidered 
with gold and silver, which covered the palanquin of the Sultan 
Tippoo Saib, when the city of Seringapatam was taken by the 
British troops. A table of solid chased silver, also decorates 
one of the recesses of this room* 
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We oannot conclude this sketch of Stowe, without adding 
a description of the bntrancb saloon, probably one of the 
most magnificent of the kind in England. It is an earnest of 
the gratification the visitor must experience by inspecting the 
remainder of the apartments. 

Sixteen elegant scagliola columns of the Doric order, in 
imitation of Sicilian jasper, rise from the pavement, which is 
composed of the finest Massa and Carrara marble, in squares of 
four feet. The columns were executed by Signer Dom Bartoli, 
and have white marble bases and capitals. In the intercolum- 
niations are twelve niches and four doors ; the former occupied 
by eight large antique statues, and four bronze and gilt candela- 
bras, of six feet high. The statues are of Mblbagbr, 
Augustus, Htoeia, Agrippina, Diana, Venus, Antinous, 
A Muse. 

Above the niches are sixteen compartments of trophies, 
executed in alto-relievo. The frieze is adorned with various 
masks of bacchants and satyrs ; and over the cornice is a fine* 
piece of alto-relievo, extending round the apartment. It 
represents a Roman triumph and sacrifice, and consists of 
about 300 figures, most of which are four feet high ; among 
them are blended various trophies, spoils and animals. This 
multifarious assemblage was executed by Signer Valdr6, who 
composed or modelled his principal figures, from specimens 

* ** Fine** is too meagre a word to be applied to this work. It is a 
fnofffUficent assemblage redundant with life, and worth alone going to 
Stowe to see. 
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belonging to ike pillars of Trajan and Antcmme ; the ardice of 
Sevems, litaa and Constantine ; and from othcar monninents of 
Roman grandeiir. A ricUydeeorated dome, dividedinto compart- 
ments, ascends above this to an oval sky flight. At each end are 
female figares> terminated in scroll-work, supporting the arms 
of the late Earl Temple, and the Marquis of Buckingham. 
This apartment, though particularly grand at any time, appears 
transcendantly magnificent when illuminated with nearly one 
hundred patent lamps, wluch disperse their lights from behind 
the comiee. At these times, the effect is greatly heightened by 
the melodious strains which issue from a concealed music- 
gallery, situated in one comer of the Saloon. 

A large tribute of praise is due to that liberality which throws 
open to public inspection the gardens of Stowe and the suite of 
rooms on the ground floor of the palace. The noble example 
of the Duke of Buckingham is well worthy of imitation. 
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WOLVERTON AND GRAFTON REGIS. 



The works of Art which the Raih-oad presents to us are 
worthy of a more attentive consideration than they usually 
meet. It is probably to the habit of limiting our notions of Art 
itself to mere works of taste, as distinguished from works of 
utility, that the indifference with which we frequently pass 
the most consummate achievements of genius and skill is 
attributable. We are apt to refer to the mechanic and the 
labourer, the mere instruments of the Artist — ^what belongs to 
the Artist himself. We have the disadvantage to contend 
against, of having witnessed the slow and wearying progress 
of the work to be reviewed, and our minds are pre-occupied 
with associations that, in a great measure, lessen our admiration, 
and destroy the impression we should have otherwise received 
from the magnitude and symmetry of what we survey. 

Among the extensive works which this line presents between 
Denbigh Hall and Birmingham, the Wolverton Viaduct is as 
worthy of notice as any. It consists of a bridge of fourteen 
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semi-elliptical arches, six of them of sixty feet span each ; with 
the rails elevated fifty feet above the level of the gromid. The 
cornice and coping are of stone ; the arches and the body of 
the Viaduct of brick. The length of the bridge is nearly the 
eighth of a mile ; and, in forming it, it was found necessary to 
unite the courses of the Ouse and Tow, which now flow 
together in a spacious channel, paved for some distance with 
brick, and then, ghding into the old bed of the Ouse, pursue a 
slow and ' devious way ' through the counties of Buckingham, 
Bedford, Cambridge and Norfolk, till they merge at L3ain 
Regis into the German ocean. 

At Wolverton, which is considered the central station, the 
engines are changed ; and several buildings have been erected, 
as workshops for repairs, engine, carriage, and warehouses. 
Many small cottages have also been built and fitted up, more 
conveniently than such buildings generally are, for the accom- 
modation of the numerous workmen employed here and their 
families : and, in addition to these, a wharf^^has been construct- 
ed for unloading merchandise from the heavy trains, and 
forwarding such as are intended to proceed by way of Bucking- 
ham or Northampton by the barges which ply upon the canal, 
and the remainder by waggons or other conveyances. The 
saving effected by the Railroad in the transit of goods, may 
be estimated by the fact that it formerly took four days to bring 
goods hither from London, a feat which is now accomplished in 
two hours and a half. 

The green mound which is observable from this station to 
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the West of the line, and running parallel with it, heing carried 
across the road by a kind of square-topped bridge, is the em- 
bankment and aqueduct of the Grand Junction Canal, which 
was formerly supported through the valley on a long line of 
arches ; but being found pervious to the water, and a breach 
having occurred, which inundated the Country and did much 
damage to the property in the neighbourhood, the present 
earthen embankment was reared, and, to guard against similar 
accidents for the future, the aqueduct was lined with cast iron 
troughs. 

The church-tower seen peering above the trees from the 
gentle hill on the left, about four miles beyond Wolverton 
Viaduct, is that of Grafton Regis ; near which, upon the brow 
of the hill, formerly stood the ancient mansion called Grafton- 
House, the residence of the unfortunate Earl of Rivers, father 
of the Lady Elizabeth Grey, the wife of Edward IV., and 
mother of the Prince of Wales and Duke of York, said to have 
been murdered in the Tower by order of King Richard III. 
The events of which Grafton House was the scene, and the 
incidents connected with those events, have been familiarized 
to us by the poet, the painter, the novelist, and the historian ; 
but stiU we pause and regard the locality, where the King's love 
for the Lady Elizabeth first aroused the ire of the bold Neville, 
and probably gave a new direction to the destinies of the 
nation. The birth of the gentle Elizabeth ; her first marriage ; 
her subsequent conquest of and private marriage to the King ; 
the elevation of her family, and the deadly hatred and disgust 
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which it originated in the breasts of the old nobility^ pass in 
rapid review before ns, and present all the features of an 
historical and deeply tragic panorama. Here it was that 
Rivers himself was seized, when Richard had ordered him for 
instant execution at Northampton. Here also Richard after- 
wards fixed his head-quarters, when his own throne and life 
were threatened by Henry Tudor ; and here occurred the last 
interview between the insatiate Henry VIII. and Cardinal 
Campeggio, the Legate of the Pope, when the King sought to 
divorce the wife of his earlier and better years, under pretence 
of healing his wounded conscience — a pretence which was not 
only seen through, but utterly discountenanced by the church 
to which he appealed. It is matter for grave reflection, seeing 
that this was the muddy well-head of the ' great and glorious' 
Reformation. 

Passing Olney upon the right, and Stoke upon the left, we 
reach the Blissworth Station, where coaches attend the arrival 
of the trains, to convey passengers and goods to Northampton, 
which is about five miles from the Station, and four from the 
line. 
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NORTHAMPTON, 



Is the County Town, and is pleasantly situated on an eminence 
gently sloping to the river Nen, over which it has two bridges. 
It consists of five principal streets, meeting near the great 
diurch of AllhaUows; all well paved and lighted, and the 
houses are handsome and substantial. 

Much of the beauty of Northampton is owing to the calam- 
ity it sustained by fire, on the 20th of September, 1675, when 
the greater portion of the town was reduced to ashes ; above 
six hundred dwelling-houses having been then burnt, and more 
than seven hundred families deprived of their habitations and 
property. The general loss was estimated at one hundred and 
fifty thousand pounds. A subscription, however, being instituted, 
twenty-five thousand pounds were collected by clerical briefs 
and private charity towards its relief, and the king gave a 
thousand tons of timber out of Whittlewood Forest, and re- 
mitted the duty of chimney-money on the town for seven years. 
It was soon therefore rebuilt, and changed its wooden edifices 
for more secure and ornamental houses of stone. Until the 

82 
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great fire ihere w^are seven parish churches within the walls of 
Northampton ; of which only four remain at present, heing 
the nmnher of parishes into which the town is divided. 

The church of All Saints stands in the centre of the town, 
at the meeting of four streets ; it has a fine portico of eight 

Ionic columns, with a statue of King Charles the Second on 
the halustrade. The columns in couplets extend the entire 
length of the front. The inside of the church is finished in a 
very elegant modem manner. St. Giles's is situated near the 
eastern end of the town, and is a large pile of building, con- 
sisting of a nave, aisles, transept, and tower rising from the 
centre. St. Peter* s stands at the western extremity of the 
town, and was probably erected by one of the first Norman 
earls of Northampton. It is a singular building, consisting of 
a nave and two aisles of equal length, having seven columns on 
each side, three of which are composed of four semi-columns ; 
all the capitals being charged with sculpture of scroll-work, 
heads, animals, etc. And St. Sepulchre's near the northern 
extremity of the town, is supposed to have been built by the 
Knights Templars, on the model of the Holy Sepulchre at 
Jerusalem. 

The principal manufiBUSture of Northampton is shoes, of which 
great numbers are exported : the town contains about 20,000 
inhabitants. 

. A journey to London from this place, which formerly occu- 
pied two days, is now performed in three hours ; in the middle 
of the last century, the Northampton coach was accustomed 
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to leave very early in the morning, not reaching Dunstable, its 
first day's stage, until late in the evening, where the passen- 
gers remained all night, seldom arriving in London before the 
evening of the second day. The foUowing, literally transcribed 
from the Northampton Mercury of the 15th September, 1735, 
shews the precise period when this expeditious mode of travel- 
ling was practised : — 

" Northampton Stage Coach in two days. Begins on Mon- 
day, the 15th of this instant September; sets out from the 
Red Lion and George Inns, Northampton, every Monday and 
Thursday ; and returns from the Bull Inn in Holbom, London, 
every Tuesday and Friday. Places may be had as usual.'' 

The town contains many public buildings; the chief of 
which are the Town Hall, the General Infirmary, and the 
Lunatic Asylimi. 

Althorp, the seat of Jiord Spencer, is about six miles from 
Northampton. It is a large pile of building, occupying three 
sides of a quadrangle, and was originally encompassed upon 
three sides by a moat, now filled up, and levelled with the fine 
lawns immediately contiguous to the mansion. The extensive 
park has an inequality of surface which renders it exceedingly 
picturesque, and it is adorned with large masses of forest trees. 
The mansion itself is highly interesting. Its large and fine 
collection of pictures, and library of books, computed at 
upwards of forty-five thousand volumes, are highly valuable. 
The book rooms have been recently extended, by an additional 
building, attached by a corridor to the north-east comer of the 
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house, which is in the gothic style, having externally the 
appearance of an ancient chapel. The paintings at Althorp 
are very numerous, and many of them of the first class. 

The distance of Northampton from London is sixty-six 
miles, on the road to Leicester, Nottingham, Derby, etc. 
Arrangements at the Post Office have been made to meet the 
accelerated means of conveyance by the Railroad ; letters for 
London being now despatched at ten o'clock, a.m. by mail- 
cart, to meet the up-train at Blissworth ; and letters from 
London received by the same conveyance at three p.m. are 
delivered shortly afterwards. 
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RUGBY AND COVENTRY. 



Rugby is the next station, and is about eighty-three miles 
from London and twenty-nine from Birmingham. At Rugby 
a free grammar-school was founded in the ninth year of the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth, by Lawrence Sheriff, a grocer of 
London, for the children of the parishioners of Rugby and 
Brownsoever only ; but afterwards its advantages were greatly 
extended. The founder directed that " a fair and convenient 
school-house should be erected,'' and, to defray the expenses 
of the institution, and of a range of alms-houses on the same 
foundation, bequeathed the revenues arising from the rectory 
of Brownsoever, and a third part of twenty-four acres of land, 
situate in Lamb's Conduit-fields, London, and termed the 
Conduit-close. 

Fifteen exhibitions have been instituted here, the exhibition- 
ers being allowed £40 per annum, to assist in their support, 
for seven years, in any college or haU they may choose for 
residence, in either university. These are termed " Lawrence 
Sheriff's Exhibitioners/' and the vacancies are filled up at the 
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annual examinations, which are attended by a member of each 
of the Universities, Oxford and Cambridge, appointed for that 
purpose by their respective vice-chancellors. 

The funds have been found to accumulate so much, that the 
trustees, after a meeting in May, 1808, determined upon build- 
ing a new edifice, which was afterwards erected nearly on the 
same spot where the old buildings stood. 

The head master is said to have as much influence and 
authority in the town as that possessed by the prior of a con- 
vent in ancient times, and is sometimes invested with the 
magisterial functions ; his house is of an elegant and sumptuous 
character, suited to the condition of a rich and flourishing 
institution. 

Coventry is pleasantly situated. The streets are mostly narrow, 
and composed of very ancient buildings. Before the cathedral 
was taken down, Coventry, possessed a matchless group of 
churches, all standing within one cemetery. The churches, at 
present, are three in number ; that of St. Michael is a beautiful 
specimen of the Gothic. The first building on the spot, 
dedicated to this saint, stood in the reign of King Stephen, 
when Ralph, Earl of Chester, rendered it to the monks of 
Coventry, and it was then called the chapel of Samt Michael. 
In the 44th of Henry III. the church was regularly appro- 
priated to the prior and monks. The most ancient part of this 
fine structure is the steeple, begun in 1373, and finished in 
1395. It was built at the charge of William and Adam 
Botoner, several times Mayors of Coventry. An elevation 
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more symmetrical, more chastely ornamented, or more striking 
in general character, was, perhaps, never designed hy the most 
accomplished architect. It commences in a square tower, no. 
portion of which remains hlank, though no superfluous orna- 
ment can he perceived. The windows are well proportioned, 
and the buttresses eminently light. The figures of saints are 
introduced in various niches, and each division is enriched with 
a bold, but not redundant, tracery. The tower is a hundred 
and thirty-six feet high ; and on its summit stands an octagonal 
prism, thirty-two feet six inches high, supported by eight 
graceful springing arches. The octagon is surmounted by a 
battlement from within, which proceeds to a spire one hundred 
and thirty feet nine inches high, adorned with fluting, and 
embossed to resemble pilasters. Sir Christopher Wren pro- 
nounced this structure to be a master-piece of building. 

The body of St. Michael's church is supposed to have been 
erected in the time of Henry VI., and mostly in the early part 
of his reign : in his latter years he once attended religious 
service here. The interior consists of a body and two side- 
aisles, divided by lofty arches, with clustered pillars. The 
windows of the upper story, running along the whole of the 
sides, are ornamented with ancient painted glass, depicting 
various religious subjects. The ceiling is of oak, ribbed and 
carved. On each side of the nave is a gallery, with a good 
organ. The steeple contains a melodious peal of bells, which 
were put up in 1429 ; but it was thought proper, in 1794, to 
construct a frame- work within the tower, and, in 1807, the 
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whole were hung afresh, upon an improved plan, at which time 
the tenor, weighing upwards of thirty-two hundred, was re- 
cast. 

Coventry is governed hy a mayor, aldermen, and oommon- 
ooundl-men ; the mayor and alderman heing justices of the 
peace for the city and county. In 1683, the city charter was 
renewed vdth various alterations. There are four annual fairs, 
the most important of which was granted hy Henry III., and, 
according to the charter, is permitted to continue eight days. 
The procession connected with this fear is founded upon the 
well known story of the Lady Godiva, of the origin of which it 
has been observed : " That there was a convent here in early 
times, appears from the testimony of John Rous, and of Leland, 
who says it was founded by King Canute ; and that when the 
traitor Ekiric ravaged this country, in 1016, he burnt the Aun- 
nery of the city, of which a holy virgin, St. Osburgh, had been 
abbess. On its ruins, Leofric, fifth earl of Mercia, and bis 
countess Godiva, founded a monastery for an abbot and twenty- 
four Benedictine monks, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, St. Peter, 
and St. Osburgh. 

" Leofric and his lady both died about the latter end of the 
reign of Edward the Confessor, and were buried in the church 
of the abbey they had founded. The former seems to have been 
the first lord of this city, and the latter its greatest bene£Eu:tor ; 
as will appear from the following tradition, which has given 
rise to the above-mentioned procession, and which is not only 
firmly believed at Coventry, but is recorded by many of our 
historians. 
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*' The earl had granted the convent and city many valuable 
privileges; but the inhabitants having offended him, he im- 
posed on them very heavy taxes ; for the great lords, to whom 
the towns belonged und^r the Anglo-Saxons, had that privi- 
lege. The people complained grievously of the severity of the 
taxes, and applied to Godiva, the earl's lady, a person of 
great piety and virtue, to intercede in their favour. She 
willingly complied with their request; but the earl remained 
inexorable. He, however, told his lady, that were she to ride 
naked through the streets of the city, he would remit the tax ; 
meaning, that no persuasion whatever should prevail with 
him ; for it is not to be supposed that he could imagine his 
lady, who was remarkable for her modesty, would condescend 
to expose herself in so singular and indecent a manner to the 
populace. The lady, however, sensibly touched by the distress 
of the city, generously resolved to relieve it, even on the terms 
proposed ; and being happy in fine flowing locks, rode decently 
covered to her very feet with her lovely tresses." 

In the neighbourhood of Coventry, on the south-east, stood 
a monastery belonging to the Carthusians, of which William, 
Lord Zouch, of Harringworth, was the founder ; and, in 1385, 
Richard II. honoured it by becoming its titular founder. The 
remains of this structure are trifling, but a commodious dwell* 
ling-house has been raised on its site, which is called the 
Charter House. In the garden are many small doors that 
were formerly entrances to the cells. 

Two parliaments were held in this city, in the great chamber 

T 
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of the priory. The first, in the year 1404, by Henry IV., 
was styled ParUamentum Indoctorum, from its inveteracy against 
the clergy, whose revenues it was determined not to spare, 
whence also it was called the Laymen's Parliament, The 
other was held in the chapter-house of the priory, in the year 
1459, by Henry VI., and was called Parliamentum Diabolicum, 
by reason of the number of attainders passed against Richard 
Duke of York and his adherents. The city sends two members 
to Parliament. 

Strangers in the city are sometimes shewn a chamber in 
Grosford- street, noted for the melancholy end of Mary Clues, 
who was almost consumed by fire in February 1772. In con- 
sequence of her excessive drinking, she had been confined to 
her bed for some time, and, on the evening previous to her 
death, she was left with a rushlight on the chair by the head of 
the bed. The next morning a smoke was perceived in the 
room, and on bursting the door open, some flames issued forth, 
which, however, were easily extinguished. The remains of 
the woman lay on the floor, but the furniture of the room was 
only slightly damaged, and the bed but little burnt. It is 
supposed that her body had become inflammable, and that, 
falling out of bed, she took fire by the candle, as her bones ap- 
peared to be entirely calcined. The reader will remember the use 
made by Captain Marryat of a similar incident in his admirable 
novel of "Jacob Faithful." 
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STRATFORD-ON-AVON. 



Thbrb are coaches hither from Coventry daily, except Sundays, 
at seven and eleven m the morning, and at three in the after- 
noon. As a pilgrimage to this celebrated place is often the 
traveller's only object, we should be negligent of our duty were 
we to pass it without notice. It is approached by a fine stone 
bridge thrown over the river Avon, three hundred and seventy- 
six yards in length. A stone pillar, placed on the third pier 
from the east end, bears this inscription, " Sir Hugh Clopton, 
Knight, Lord Mayor of London, built this bridge at his own 
proper expense, in the reign of Henry y* Seventh." 

The town consists of twelve principal streets, and presents a 
cheerful, though not a busy, aspect. It is weU paved, and 
extremely dean. The different fires that occurred towards the 
dose of the sixteenth, and early in the seventeenth centuries, 
have destroyed much of its ancient character of simplicity. 
There are, however, some houses remaining which must have 
been constructed anterior to Shakspere's time. 

Tfee residence of Shakspere, when he had attained com- 
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parative affluence, was New Place, which, according to Wheel- 
er's *' History of Stratford," was originally erected by Sir 
Hugh Clopton, in the time of Henry VH., and was then called 
" The Great House," probably from being the largest in the 
town. The property afterwards passed to the Underhall family, 
and was purchased by Shakspere, in 1597, who changed the 
name to that of New Place. In 1753, it came into the posses- 
sion of the Rev. Francis Gastrell, Vicar of Frodsham, in 
Cheshire ; who, having an aversion to all enquiries after relics 
of Shakspere, destroyed the celebrated mulberry-tree, planted 
by the hand of the great poet. Being then remarkably large, 
and at its full growth, he not only ordered it to be cut down, 
but to be deft in pieces for fire- wood. This occurred in the 
year 1756; the greater part of the wood, however, was pur- 
chased by Thomas Sharp, of Stratford, who turned it to con- 
siderable advantage by converting every fragment into boxes, 
goblets, etc. Nor did the buildings of New Place long escape 
the same fate, for Mr, Gastrell being compelled to pay the 
monthly assessments for the maintenance of the poor, because 
he resided part of the year at Lichfield, though his servants 
remained at Stratford, he declared the house should never be 
assessed again ; and, in 1759, razed the building to the ground, 
disposed of the materials, and left Stratford, amidst the rage 
and curses of its inhabitants. 

The church of Stratford is a spacious and venerable structure, 
dedicated to the Holy Trinity. It is built cathedral-wise, and 
surmounted by a square tower. The ^approach to it is through 
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a long avenue of lime-trees, the foliage of which is so inter- 
mingled in summer as to produce a solemn, but grateful shade. 
The church, standing on the margin of the Avon, is embosomed 
in lofty and " time-honoured " elms. The interior is divided 
into a nave, two aisles, a transept, and a chancel ; the nave is 
formed by six hexagonal pillars, supporting pointed arches. 
At the eastern termination, where two altars formerly stood, is 
now placed a good organ. The south side was rebuilt in the 
beginning of the fourteenth century, by John de Stratford, 
Bishop of Winchester, and at the east end he founded a chapel 
dedicated to Thomas k Becket. The east end of the north 
aisle contained a chapel dedicated to^the Holy Virgin, now 
entirely occupied by the monuments of the Clopton family. 
The five large uniform windows on each side were formerly 
ornamented with painted glass. There are several recesses in 
the walls, and round the western end is a range of stalls, with 
their lower parts carved in a curious and very grotesque 
manner. The monuments and inscriptions are numerous. The 
mortal remains of the incomparable Shakspere lie on the north 
side of the chancel, beneath a stone which has this inscrip- 
tion: — 

*' Good Friend, for Jesus Sake Forbeare, 
To Digg the Dust Enclosed Heare ; 
Bless be ye Man yt Spares Thes Stones, 
And Curst be He yt Moves my Bones." 

About five feet from the floor, on the north wall, is the 
monument. Inarched between two Corinthian columns of black 
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marble, with gilded bases and capitals, is the half-length effigy 
of Shakspere, with a cushion before him, a pen in his right 
hand, and his left resting on a scroll. Above the entablature 
are his armorial bearings, the Arden arms and crest; the 
tilting-spear point upwards, and the falcon, supporting a spear, 
for the crest. Over the arms, at the pinnacle of the monu- 
ment, is a death's head ; and on each side is the figure of a boy 
in a sitting attitude, one holding a spade, and the other, whose 
eyes are closed, bearing with the left hand an inverted torch, 
and resting the right upon a chapless scull. The effigy of 
Shakspere was originally coloured so as to resemble hfe, and 
the appearance, before touched by innovation, is thus described : 
" The eyes were of a light hazel, and the hair and beard auburn. 
The dress consisted of a scarlet doublet, over which was a loose 
black gown without sleeves. The lower part of the cushion 
before him was of a crimson colour, and the upper part green^ 
with gilt tassels." In the year 1741, this monument was re- 
paired, at the instance of a traveUing company of players, who 
raised money for that purpose by performing in Stratford the 
play of " Othello." In this repair, the colours originally 
bestowed on the effigies were carefully restored by a limner, 
residing in the town ; but, in 1793, the bust and figures above 
it were painted white at the request of Mr. Malone. 

Beneath the bust are the following lines, probably by Ben 
Jonson : — 

" JuDicio Pylium, Gbnio Socratem, Arte Maronem, 
Terra Tegit, Populus M(erbt, OLY>fPUS Habet." 
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" Stay Passenger, Why Goest Thou By So Fast, 
Read If Thou Canst, Whom Envious Death hath Plast 
Within This Monument, Shakespere With Whome 
Quick Nature Dide ; Whose Workes Doth Deck ys Tombe, 
Far More Then Cost; Sieh All yt He Hath Wntt, 
Leaves Living Art, but Page to Serve His Witt. 

Obiit Ano Doi., 1616, iEtatus 53, Die 23 Ap." 



The bust was evidently executed by a sculptor of some taste 
and skill, and is certainly an estimable relic, as we are fairly 
warranted in supposing that it was approved on the score of 
resemblance by those relatives familiar with Shakspere's per- 
son, under whose direction the monument was erected. The 
eyebrows are strongly marked ; the forehead unusually high ; 
the head nearly bald ; and the face evinces habitual compo- 
sure. The remains of the wife of Shakspere, who died in 
August 1623, at the age of 67, lie between the grave of her 
husband and the north wall of the chancel. On a brass plate, 
which expresses her age, etc. are some pious Latin verses, 
probably written by her son-in-law. Dr. Hall. Two other flat 
stones denote the place of the interment of Shakspere* s be- 
loved daughter, Susanna, and her husband John Hall, the 
physician. A copy of some English verses, formerly upon 
Mrs. Hall's tomb, are preserved in Dugdale ; but these were 
many years since purposely obliterated to make room for another 
inscription on the same stone for Richard Watts, no relation 
to the Shakspere family. 

The crypt, or charnel-house, formerly attached to Stratford 
church, was an object of much curiosity, and was not demo- 
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lished till the year 1 800. Here was a vast assemblage of human 
bones, probably the collection of several ages, though it is 
supposed the custom was discontinued at the Reformation, 
as no addition had been made to them in the memory of the 
oldest inhabitant living in the last century. 

The guild of the Holy Cross was foimded at Stratford at a 
very early period, but the exact time is not known. The 
possessions of the fraternity remained in the crown till the 
seventh of Edward VI. and the chapel belonging to them is a 
considerable ornament to the town. In 1804, when this 
chapel was repaired, it was accidentally discovered that the 
interior face of the walls had been embellished with fresco- 
paintings, and some accumulated coats of whitcrwash were 
dexterously removed ; however, the execution of these paint- 
ings was much too good for their trite subjects — ^popes and 
emperors, priests and purgatory dragons, with devils, and 
reprobates, etc., hastening to the infernal regions. 

The Town Hall is a fine structure of the Tuscan order, 
erected in 1768. On the west front are placed the arms of 
the corporation, and, in a niche, at the north end, is a good 
picture of Shakspere, painted by Gainsborough, and presented 
by Garrick ; and on a scroll are the lines from " Hamlet :" — 

^' Take him for all in all. 
We ne'er shall look upon his like again.'' 

Another inscription records the rebuilding of this edifice in 
1768, by the corporation and the inhabitants, etc. The chief 
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room of the building is sixty feet long by thirty, and is 
adorned with the portraits of Shakspere, Garrick, and John 
Frederic, late Duke of Dorset. 

The Jubilee of Shakspere was originated by David Garrick. 
In September, 1769, an amphitheatre was erected at Stratford, 
upon the plan of Ranelagh, decorated with various devices. 
Transparencies were invented for the Town-house, through 
which the poet's most striking characters were seen. A small 
old house, where Shakspere was bom, was covered over with a 
curious emblematical transparency ; the subject was the sun 
struggling through clouds to enlighten the world, a figurative 
representation of the fate and fortunes of the much-beloved 
bard. The Jubilee lasted three days, during which time, enter- 
tainments of oratorios, concerts, pageants, fire-works, etc. 
were presented to a very brilliant and numerous company, 
assembled from all parts of the kingdom. Many persons of 
the highest quality and rank, of both sexes, some of the most 
celebrated beauties of the age, and men distinguished for their 
genius and love of the elegant arts, thought themselves happy 
to fill the grand chorus of this high festival. 
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WARWICK AND KENILWORTH, 



Warwick is a delightfully sitaated, clean, and populous 
borough and market- town, containing about 10,000 inhabi- 
tants. Historians agree that it was a considerable town prior 
to the Roman invasion. The Romans, to secure their con- 
quests in this part of the country, erected several fortresses on 
the banks of the Avon, of which Warwick Castle is supposed 
to be one. The present town is comparatively modem, as, 
after the fire which occurred in 1694, and nearly destroyed the 
town, it was rebuilt with more magnificence, the freestone for 
the superstructure being dug from the quarries of the rock on 
which it was founded. The streets, which are spacious and 
regular, all meet in the centre of the town, which is served 
with water, by pipes, from springs half a mile ofiF. 

Though populous, the town of Warwick has but two parish- 
churches ; it had formerly six, and as many monasteries. 
The hospital of St. Michael, founded by Roger, Earl of War- 
wick, in the latter end of the reign of Henry I., still exists. 
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In the north-east suburb was the hospital of St. John the 
Baptist, founded by William, Earl of Warwick, in the reign 
of Henry II., chiefly for the entertainment of strangers and 
travellers. 

Here is a handsome Town-hall, of free- stone, supported by 
piUars, in which are held the assizes and quarter-sessions ; also 
three charity schools, an hospital for twelve decayed gentlemen, 
another for eight poor women, and two others for unfortunate 
tradesmen. 

Warwick Castle stands on the northern bank of the river 
Avon. The sera of its first erection, and the names of the 
founders are doubtful, some attributing the work to the 
Romans, others to Cymbeline, the British king ; and Dugdale 
ascribes it to Ethelstede, or Ethelfleda, daughter of King 
Alfred. The castle belonged to the Crown in the time of 
Edward the Confessor, as a special stronghold for the defence 
of the midland parts of the kingdom. Some remains of this 
ancient work were visible in Dugdale's time ; the mount is still 
to be seen on the west side of the present castle. At the con- 
quest, William employed Torkill de Warwick to enlarge and 
fortify it; for which purpose four houses, belonging to the 
monks of Coventry, were destroyed ; but, on its completion, 
he entrusted it to the custody of Henry de Newburgh, his 
countryman, whom he created Earl of Warwick. 

In the time of Henry III., the castle was deemed of such 
importance, that the king's precept was sent to the Archbishop 
of York, and William de Cantalupe, for requiring good secu- 
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rity of Margery, sister and heir of Thomas, Earl of Warwick, 
' that she should not take to husband any person whatsoever in 
whom the king could not repose trust as in his own self.' The 
chief reason alleged was, the strength of the castle, and its 
vicinity to the marshes. 

The rock on which the castle stands is forty feet higher than 
the Avon ; but on the north side it is on a level with the town. 
From the terrace there is a beautiful prospect. The rooms are 
adorned with many original paintings by Vandyke, and there 
is one apartment equal to any in the royal palaces. Across 
the river, near the castle-bridge, is a stone-work dam, where 
the water falls over it and forms a picturesque cascade, under 
the castle walls. 

Kenilworth Castle has become celebrated, the more exten- 
sively perhaps, for being the scene of one of Sir Walter Scott's 
best chivalric novels ; but it is worthy of attention for its 
picturesque beauties and historical associations, independently 
of the interest with which it has been invested by the 
'* Northern Magician." It is one of the finest " ruins " in the 
kingdom, and exhibits some of the most perfect specimens of 
the domestic castellated architecture of the Elizabethan age, 
at which period it underwent a thorough repair and received 
large additions, upon being granted by the queen to Robert 
Dudley, whom she had created Earl of Leicester, and whom, 
it was at that time thought, she intended to honour with her 
hand. That the repairs and additions were extensive may be 
judged from the fact that Leicester expended upwards of sixty 
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thousand pounds in effecting them. When the buildings were 
completed the Queen was entertained here seventeen days, 
with all kinds of shows, sports, and festivities, the particulars of 
which have descended to our times in a curious tract, written 
in the shape of a letter, by Master Robert Laneham, one of 
the Queen's attendants, to a friend in London, and published 
by him on his return. This singularly coxcombical account 
furnishes the data for most of the gorgeous descriptions of the 
entertainments at Kenilworth, which Sir Walter Scott has em- 
bodied in his Romance. It was reprinted a few years ago in a 
splendidly illustrated quarto volume, with one or two other 
tracts relating to the same subject, and a topographical history 
of the castle, under the title of " Kenilworth illustrated*" 
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BIRMINGHAM 



In the approach to this celebrated town, the third for popu- 
lation and extent in England, the upper part appears to be 
•eated on the side of a hill, and forming a kind of peninsula, 
bordered by parts of the counties of Stafford and Worcester. 
The buildings of Birmingham were originally placed in a low 
and watery situation. The chief street of the ancient town is 
that termed Digbeth, where there are some excellent springs. 
At the restoration of Charles II., the town of Bintiingham 
consisted of about fifteen streets, not all finished, and about 
nine hundred houses. The increase of buildings since that 
date has exceeded the most sanguine expectations. Modem 
Birmingham is nearly of an oval form, and is approached on 
every side, except from the north-west, by an ascent, so that 
every shower conduces to cleanliness and health. The Crescent 
is a fine range of buildings, elevated upon a terrace, of about 
twelve hundred feet in length, and seventeen feet high. The 
lowest apartments of this range of houses are free from damp ; 
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hence agues, and many diseases incidental to moist situations, 
are here unknown, and instances of longevity are very nume- 
rous. Before Birmingham became so eminent for its manu- 
fieustures, that part of it called Digbeth abounded with tanners, 
and the large number of hides which arrived weekly for sale 
supplied the whole county. When the weather permitted, they 
were ranged in columns in the High Street, and at other times 
deposited in the Leather-hall. This market, begun about seven 
hundred years ago, continued till the beginning of the last 
century. Two officers are still annually chosen by the name of 
leather-sellers ; but shops are erected upon the tan-flats, aivd 
the Leather-hall is gone to ruin. 

Its ancient manufactures were confined to coarse iron-ware, 
nails, bits, and a few lacquered articles. Shortly after the 
Revolution of 1688, one of its principal manufactures, fire- 
arms, acquired a degree of celebrity which led to its obtaining 
the contract for supplying the government ; and, at the same 
time, the prohibition of French commodities, although it could 
not destroy the predilection for their fashions, established the 
necessity of deriving from ourselves the materials of decora- 
tion ; and the profusion of buttons, with which dress-clothes 
were then ornamented, came to be supplied by London and 
Birmingham. As the demand increased, the latter obtained 
the pre-eminence, from her advantages in the price of labour, 
fuel, and the necessaries of life. The iron and metal-buckle 
trade thus became extensive : and afterwards various circum- 
stances, aided by the genius and persevering industry of the 
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inhabitants, created new objects of industry and commerce in 
the toy and hardware lines. Until that of the late John Taylor, 
Esq., however, there does not appear to have been any esta- 
blishment upon the general and extensive scale of which Bir- 

I 

mingham, in the present day, furnishes such numerous instances. 
Scarcely sixty years since there was not a single mercantile 
house which corresponded directly with any foreign merchant, 
but famished their productions for the supply of those markets 
through the medium of merchants in London. Now, however, 
the principal orders for foreign supply come directly to the 
merchants or manufacturers residing in the town. 

The manufacture of guns was commenced by a person in 
Digbeth, in the reign of William III. The manufacture of 
brass was introduced about 1740. The late Mr. J. Taylor 
introduced the gilt button, painted, japanned, and gilt snuff- 
boxes, and a numerous variety of enamelled articles. 

In old writings the name of this town is frequently spelled 
" Brumwychham ;*' and Mr. Hutton thinks that articles of iron 
were fabricated here as early as the time of the Britons. It 
certainly was a considerable place in the time of the Saxons, as 
William de Birmingham, lord of the manor, proved that his 
ancestors had the privilege of a market here before the Con- 
quest. In the reign of Henry VIII., the place is thus noticed : 
** The beauty of Birmingham, a good market-town, in the 
extreme parts of Warwickshire, is one streete, going up a 
longe, almost from the left side of the brooke, up a mean hill, 
h% the length of a quarter of a mile. There be many smithes 
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in the town, that used to make knives, and almost all manner 
of catting tools, and many loriners, that make bittes, and a 
great many naylors, so that a great part of the town is main- 
tained by smithes, who have their iron and coal out of Stafford- 
shire/* 

In the rebellion against Charles I. Birmingham took part 
with the Parliament. The King being here in 1 642, the inha- 
bitants, when he quitted the town, seized the carriages con- 
taining the royal plate, and conveyed them to Warwick Castle. 
In the ensuing year, they so long and strenuously resisted the 
entrance of Prince Rupert into the town, that he burnt several 
of the houses, and afterwards laid a heavy contribution upon the 
inhabitants. William Fielding, Earl of Denbigh, a volunteer 
under the Prince, was killed by a random shot ; and, on the 
other side, a clergyman, who acted as governor, was slain in 
the Red Lion Inn, having refused quarter. In the reign of 
Charles II., the toy trade was first cultivated in Birmingham, 
and has since been carried to an extent unprecedented in the 
annals of manufacture, so much so, indeed, as to have obtained 
for the place the appellation of " the toy shop of Europe." 

Birmingham, during many years of prosperity, had escaped 
the effects of party-spirit; but, on the 14th of July, 1795, a 
party of gentlemen, chiefly Dissenters, assembled at one of the 
hotels to commemorate the French Revolution, with a dan« 
gerous degree of ostentatious publicity. By two in the after- 
noon, a vast concourse of people had assembled round the 
house ; who, about five, began to shew signs of turbulence ; 
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and before six, it was recommended to the gentlemen within, 
for the sake of peace, to retire ; and though all of them instantly 
complied, yet the multitude increased, and threatened destruc- 
tion ; and not being content with this moderate triumph, broke 
the windows of the hotel. Their numbers were now swelled by 
the idle and vicious, from every lane and alley in the town, and 
they proceeded to acts of more serious mischief, encouraging 
each other in the work of havoc, by clamours expressive of 
their love of good order, and of the church and king. Thus 
professing themselves the peculiar friends to the church of 
England, the infuriated rabble commenced operations, by setting 
fire to the meeting-house belonging to Dr. Priestley, which 
they SOCHI reduced to ashes ; a second quickly shared the same 
fate. They then proceeded to the dwelling of the philosophic 
Doctor, at Fairhill, about a mile from the town, on the Oxford 
road. Though extremely abstemious himself, it appears that 
the Doctor's cellar was well stored, for its contents silenced the 
rage of more than forty of the rioters, who lay stretched out on 
the grass-plot adjoining the house, in a state of the most 
degraded and disgusting intoxication ; and thus many of them 
perished in the flames which were kindled in the dwelling. 
Persuasive means were employed to preserve as much of the 
library and manuscripts as possible, but to no effect. The 
Doctor's beautiful laboratory, and almost every thing in the 
house, was utterly destroyed, not excepting even the servants' 
clothes. Dr. Priestley luckily escaped the rage of the mob, a 
circumstance that gave pleasure to every lover of science ; but 
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those who rejoice at his escape, will regret that his fine philo- 
sophical apparatus, with a most valuable library, were destroyed. 

After the mob had completed the destruction of Dr. Priestley's 
house and laboratory, the Earl of Aylesford, and some other 
gentlemen, led a great part of the rioters from Sparkbrook to 
Birmingham, in hopes of dispersing them, but without effect. 
A great number, about one o'clock on Friday, assembled round 
the elegant mansion of Mr. John Ryland (formerly the re- 
sidence of Baskerville, the celebrated printer), which had lately 
been enlarged and beautified at a great expense. The most 
soothing means were adopted to make them desist ; money was 
ofiered them to induce them to retire, but to no purpose ; for, 
after exhausting the contents of the cellar, they set fire to the 
house and furniture. The conflagration was dreadftd. 

The rioters now divided into parties, and meditating general 
destruction, paraded the town. By three o'clock in the after- 
noon, consternation and alarm seemed to have superseded all 
other sensations in the minds of the inhabitants ; business was 
given over, and the shops were all shut up. The inhabitants 
were traversing the streets in crowds, with horror visible in 
every countenance. 

About half-past three, the inhabitants were summoned by 
the bellman to assemble in the New Church-yard ; two magis- 
trates attended in a room in the neighbourhood, and several 
hundred special constables were sworn in, who were imme- 
diately sent to disperse the rioters, which was easily efiected in 
some places, as the mob were by this time in an almost 
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universal state of intoxication. The constables, however, were 
attacked with a shower of stones and brickbats, which it was 
impossible to resist; and as the rioters then began to re- 
assemble, and had possessed themselves of bludgeons, the con- 
stables were eventually defeated, many of them being much 
wounded, and one killed. The mob, now victorious, and being 
heated with ardent spirits, assumed a more menacing and 
formidable attitude than before. Several attempts were made 
to amuse them, but in vain. They exacted money from the 
inhabitants; and at ten o'clock iBit night began, and soon 
effected, the destruction of Mr. Hutton's house, in the High 
Street, plundering and destroying all its valuable furniture and 
property ! 

From thence they proceeded to the seat of John Taylor, 
Esq., the banker. There a sum of £500 was offered them to 
desist, but to no purpose. They immediately set fire to the 
mansion, which, together with its superb furniture, stables, 
offices, green-house, and all that could be got at, were reduced 
to a heap of ruins. 

The next morning, the people of Birmingham were alarmed 
with the conflagration of Mosley-hall, the property of Mr. 
Taylor, but occupied by Lady Carhampton. Fortunately, that 
lady, who was blind, had been removed to a place of safety by 
Sir Robert Lawley at Canwell. The scene which presented 
itself was exceedingly awful ; four large fires within a mile of 
each other ! The house of William Russell also, and that of 
Mr. Hawkes, of Mosley, shared the fate of Mosley-hall, where 
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the rioters deliberately killed ducks, geese, and turkies, which, 
half-broiled on the ruins of that once noble edifice, they de- 
voured with brutal ferocity. 

At the burning of Mr. Ryland's house, many of the rioters 
were suffocated or burnt, by the walls falling in upon them : 
their groans pierced the ears of the multitude. Next morning 
the bodies were dug out of the ruins, but so mutilated as not 
to be known. 

On Sunday night the military arrived, consisting of the 
Oxford Blues, and a party of light- horse from Hounslow. By 
eleven o'clock the town was completely illuminated, and con- 
tinued so till day-light, in order to render the operations of the 
troops effective. During the night more troops came in from 
every quarter, who lay on their arms till ten next forenoon, 
when a regular guard was established. 

The terror and distress which pervaded the whole town, while 
these dreadful scenes were acting, may be easily conceived. 
The magistrates had tried every means of persuasion; large 
bills were stuck up, requesting all persons to retire to their 
homes ; nothing certain was known respecting the approach of 
the military ; and numbers of the rioters, joined by thieves and 
dnmken prostitutes from every quarter, traversed the town in 
small bodies, with blue cockades in their hats, levying con- 
tributions on the inhabitants. Scarcely a housekeeper dared 
refuse them meat, drink, money, or whatever they demanded. 
The shops were shut up, business at a stand, and those who 
had property employed themselves in secreting and removing 
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what they most desired to save. The rapid march of troops ten 
the relief of the town, whilst it struck terror to the rahhle, 
brought joy to the peaceable inhabitants, and the rioters were 
soon completely dispersed. As an acknowledgment for the 
expedition and good behaviour of the troops, the Dissenters 
presented them with one hundred pounds; and at a town- 
meetmg, a handsome sword was voted to each of the officers, 
and a piece of plate, of one hundred guineas value, to each of 
the magistrates. 

At the Warwick assizes which followed, four men were 
capitally convicted of being engaged in these riots; two of 
whom Buffered the sentence of the law on the 8th of September, 
and the others received his Majesty's pardon. 

Since the passing of the Reform Bill, Birmingham has 
become a Borough, and sends two members to ParUament. 

The public buildings are numerous and elegant. The Town- 
hall is, amongst other purposes, devoted to a triennial musical 
festival, and contains one of the finest organs in the kingdom, 
which was erected at a cost of £3000. The hall will contain 
eight thousand persons. The Free Grammar School was 
founded by Edward VI., and endowed with lands, which now 
produce upwards of £4000 per annum. The school- house, an 
elegant Gothic building in New Street, is from the design of 
Mr. Barry, and cost £35,000. The seminary sends ten exhi- 
bitioners to the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge, who are 
each of them allowed £35 per annum for seven years. 

A Public Library was established in 1779, and now occupies 
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an elegant pile of building, erected by subscribers on the Tontine 
principle. It is situate in Union Street, and is well famished : 
the subscribers are upwards of five hundred. 

A New Library was also formed in the year 1796, situated 
in Temple-Row West, in which there are upwards of three 
thousand volumes. 

The Theatre was erected in 1774, and an additional portico 
in 1780. Over the attic windows in the front are busts, in 
bas-relief, of Shakspere and Garrick. In the month of August 
1 792, the interior was destroyed by fire, which consumed all . 
the scenery, dresses, and properties ; but, on being restored, it 
was considerably enlarged, and an assembly-room added ; and, 
in the year 1807, a patent was obtained, constituting it a royal 
theatre. 

There is a popular place of summer resort in the hamlet of 
Ashted, called Vauxhall : the grounds of which are tastefully 
displayed, and the fire- works, musical, and other performances, 
attract large assemblies. Being near the line of the Liverpool 
Railroad, one of its attractions to visitors is to view the passing 
of the trains. 

An excellent statue of Lord Nelson, executed by Westmacott, 
was erected on the 25 th of October, 1809, the day of the 
jubilee in honour of King Greorge III., who had then entered 
the fiftieth year of his reign. The Market-hall, which reaches 
into Worcester Street, occupying the whole space between 
Philip Street and Bell Street, is open daily ; and on market- 
days is well stocked with fruit, vegetables, and almost ever 
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article of manufacture. Beneath the HaU are ranges of yault8» 
which are let for shops and warehouses. There is also a 
passage under the centre of the Hall, from one side to the 
other. 

Birmingham is under the superintendance of the county 
magistrates, who attend every Monday and Thursday at the 
Puhhc Office in Moor Street, which is a neat stone-fronted 
building, erected in the year 1806, at an expense of £9,000. 
The ground-floor is appropriated to the Commissioners of the 
Street Acts, and on the upper floor the magistrates transact 
the business of the town. Behind this building there are 
apartments for the prison-keeper and his attendants ; near this 
is the Prison, which is a spacious building, with a large well- 
paved yard, divided into two parts by a lofty wall, which 
separates the male and female prisoners. There is also a prison 
in Bordesley Street. For the recovery of small debts there is 
also a Court of Requests, with seventy-two commissioners, held 
every Friday in a court-house in the centre of High Street* 
Debts not exceeding Ave pounds are cognizable here, and are 
recoverable at a trifling expense. 

One of the most interesting establishments about Birming- 
ham is the Soho Manufactory, which was erected by the late 
Mr. Bolton, at an expense of more than £9000, exclusive of 
machinery. The manufactures at first consisted of imitations 
of or molu, but Mr. Watt having obtamed a patent for the 
improvement of steam-engines, settled at Soho in 1769, and 
forming a partnership with Mr. Bolton, an extensive manu*- 
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factory of those engines was established here: In 1788, a mint 
was erected at Soho, to be worked by the steam-engine, for the 
coinage of copper ; the machines of which were worked with 
rapidity and exactness by boys from twelve to fourteen years of 
age. 

CoUis and Co.'s (late Sir Edward Thomason's) Manufactory 
is situate in Church Street, in the centre of the town, adjoining 
St. Phihp's church-yard. The ware-rooms, containing finished 
articles for sale, are open to all respectable visitors. 

A fac simile of the celebrated Warwick vase, of upwards of 
twenty- one feet in circumference, was made in metallic bronze 
at this manufactory. The bronze statue of his late Majesty, 
upwards of six feet in height, and a shield, in honour of the 
Duke of Wellington's victories, were also modelled, cast, and 
sculptured here. These, and numerous other works, are 
stationed in separate rooms of the establishment, and strikingly 
exhibit the progress of British art. 

The Birmingham market-days are, Monday, Thursday, and 
Saturday ; Thursday being the principal one. There is also a 
market for hay and straw held on Tuesday. The fairs are two, 
one at Whitsuntide, and the other at Michaelmas ; the latter is 
called Onion Fair, from the vast quantities of that edible 
brought for sale. 

The Post Office was considerably improved about the time 
that the street called Bennett's Hill, in which it is situated, was 
formed. The public are now accommodated with a piazza, 
unexposed to the weather, under which their business can 
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be transacted. Great improvements have been made in this 
department within the last few years, and seven receiving houses 
are open in various parts of the town. 

There are two general deliveries by letter-carriers within the 
town, the first commencing at half-past seven, a.m., and the 
second at about a quarter after five, p.m., except on Sundays, 
when there is no afternoon delivery. 

On Tuesdays and Fridays a foreign bag is forwarded to 
London by a mail, which leaves Birmingham at half-past 
twelve, noon. 

The letter-box is closed at eight, p. m., for the despatch of 
the London and Bristol mails, and half an hour before the 
departure of any of the other mails. 
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The following general Regulations established on the Birmingham 
line will be found useful to the Railway Tourist :— 

The Company is not responsible for luggage, unless the pas- 
senger to whom the same belongs shall have booked and paid for 
it ; on booking, a ticket will be given to the owner, and a cor- 
responding ticket affixed to the luggage, and the luggage will only 
be delivered to the party producing such ticket. A charge of six- 
pence is made for each passenger's luggage when booked, not 
exceeding 112lbs. in weight, for the whole distance, and an addi- 
tional charge of one penny per pound above that weight. 

The Company's porters render every facility in loading and un- 
loading passengers' luggage, at the different stations. 

Always have your name and destination affixed to each piece of 
luggage ; by this means, in case of its being mislaid, it would be 
forwarded to the nearest station, where it can be reclainted. 

No passenger will be allowed to take his seat in or upon any of 
the Company's carriages, or to travel therein upon the railway, 
without having first booked his place, and paid his fare. Each 
passenger, booking his place, will be considered as binding himself, 
and agreeing to abide by and observe the rules and regulations, so 
far as they concern himself: he will on booking his place be 
furnished with a ticket, which he is to shew when required by the 
guard in charge of the train, and to deliver up, prior to his quitting 
the Company's premises, at the end of his journey. Any passenger 
refusing to produce on request, or at the end of the journey deliver 
up, his ticket, will be required to pay the fare from tne place 
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whence the train orijarinally started, or in default thereof is made 
liable to the penalty of forty shillings. 

Any passenger who shall have paid his fare for a second-class 
carriage, and snail ride in or upon a first-class carriage, shall forfeit 
the sum of forty shillings. 

The doors of the booking-office are closed precisely at the 
time appointed for starting, after which no passenger can be 
admitted. 

Each passenger's luggage will be placed on the roof of the coach 
in which he has taken his place ; carpet-bags and small luggage 
may be placed underneath the seat opposite to that which the 
owner occupies. No charge for bond fide luggage belonging to the 
passenger under lOOlbs. weight ; above that weight a charge will 
be made at the rate of Id. per pound for the whole distance. The 
attention of travellers is requested to the legal notice exhibited at 
the diiferent stations, respecting the Umitation of the Company's 
liabilities to the loss or damage of luggage. 

Gentlemen's carriages and horses must be at the stations at least 
a quarter of an hour before the time of departure. A supply of 
trucks will be kept at all the principal stations on the line ; but to 
prevent disappointment, it is recommended that previous notice 
should be given, when practicable, at the station where they may 
be required. No charge for landing or embarking carriages or 
horses on any part of the line. 

Passengers mtending to join the trains at any of the stopping 
places are desired to be in good time, as the train will leave each 
station as soon as ready, without reference to the time stated in the 
printed tables, the main object being to perform the whole journey 
as expeditiously as possible. Passengers will be booked only con- 
ditionally upon there being room on the arrival of the trains, and 
they will have the preference of seats in the order in which they 
are booked. No persons are booked after the arrival of the train. 
All persons are requested to get into and alight from the coaches 
invariably as directed by the conductor, as the only certain means 
of preventing accidents. 

Every train is provided with guards and a conductor, who is 
responsible for the order and regularity of the journey. The Com- 
pany's porters will load and unload the luggage, and put it into or 
upon any omnibus or other carriage at any of the stations. No 
fees or gratuities allowed to conductors, guards, porters, or other 
persons in the service of the Company. 
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No smoking will be allowed in the station-housesi or in any of 
the coaches, even with the consent of the passengers. No person 
will be allowed to sell liquors or eatables of any kind upon the 
line. 

The charges for parcels, including booking and delivery, are as 
foUows : — 

s, d, per lb. 

Under 50 miles, under 28lbs. 1 2 above, Oi 
Above 50 miles, under 20lbs. 1 8 above, 1 
The fares of passengers the whole distance : — 

Day Train. Night Train. 
s. d. s. d. 
By mail carriages, carrying four inside - 32 6 — 
By first-class carriages, carrying six inside 30 — 32 6 
By second-class carriages enclosed - - — 25 

By second-class carriages, with open sides 20 — 
The first-class trains stop only at the principal stations; the 
mixed trains at all the stations. 

The first-class trains consist only of mail carriages, carrying 
four inside (one compartment of which is convertible into a 
bed carriage, if required) and of carriages carrying six inside. 
The mixed trains consist of first-class carriages, carrying six inside, 
and of second-class carriages open at the side, without linings, 
cushions, or divisions in the compartments. The night mail con- 
sists of first-class carriages, carrying six inside, and of second-class 
carriages closed, and entirely protected from the weather. Each 
carriage has a small roof lamp by day and night. Children under 
ten years of age, half price. Infants in arms, unable to walk, 
free of charge. Soldiers en route are charged under a special 
agreement. 

Arrangements have been made with the grand Junction Railway 
Company, by which passengers can book themselves at Euston 
Station for the entire distance to Manchester or Liverpool, without 
changing carriages; and places may be secured for conveyance 
by the branch coaches at the following offices : — Spread Eagle, 
Gracechurch-street ; Cross Keys, Wood-street; Swan-with-two- 
necks. Lad-lane ; George and Blue Boar, Holborn ; Spread Eagle, 
Regent-circus ; and Golden Cross, Charing-cross ; where also 
parcels will be received on behalf of the Railway Company. 

The hours of departure and arrival of the different trains will be 
seen by the subjoined table. 
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